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PREFACE. 



THE compilation of the following pages 
has occupied the greater portion of those hours 
vrhich the author has been enabled to abstract^ 
with propriety^ during the space of five years^ 
from the avocations of a laborious profession. 

The memoranda of which they are com- 
posed^ originally were not intended for publi- 
cation ; nor^ in submitting his book to the notice 
of the worlds is the author influenced by the 
hope of pecuniary advantage or the expec- 
tation of literary fame : his exertions will be 
amply recompensed should he have the satis- 
Olfaction to find that he has succeeded in render- 
TH ing familiar the transactions of an important 
'^ aera in history, which are virtually concealed, 
^ at present, from the view of the generality of 
«0 readers, by the number and magnitude of the 
CO 
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volumes in which they are contained. With 
these preliminary observations^ he places his 
work in the hands of the public^ and as tl^e 
subject of it unquestionably possesses a con- 
siderable degree of interest^ ventures to an- 
ticipate that a more able artkt will^ at some 
future pedod^ complete the picture^ of which 
he has faintly sketched the outline. 

London, Feb. 4^ 18S4. 
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THE names in Capital Letters, and in the centre of the 
page, abore the crowns, denote the reigning monarchs, and 
the dates on a line with the crowns, are the periods, as 
nearly as it is possible to ascertiun them, when thej began 
to reign. The names in Italics, on either side of the 
sovereigns, denote their children, and where two names 
are connected by vertical or horizontal lines, the upper 
is the name of the parent, and the lower, that of the child* 
Whenever the descent of a reigning monarch can be traced 
accurately, his name will be foand in Ualicsy to the right 
or left of his Sire, and afterwards In the centre, surmount- 
ing a crown. 



CORRIGENDA. 



In page 18, in the eleventh line, instead of *' Germany" read '^ (hmV 
28, in the fifth line, instead of " Danube;' read « Rkme:' 

t 

SS, in the tenth line, for the ^^ third;' read the ^^ fourth century." 
71, in the eighteenth line, for the << teuenth;* read the *' eigMh 

century." 
196,. in the second line, for the " fourth;* vead^the <*J^ 

tury." 
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HISTORY OF THE DARKER AGES. 



CHA1>. I. 

General Sketch of Roman and Barbarian 

History. 

AT the remote period pf six ceaturi^ 
prior to th^ Christiaa sera^ tbe nQi^hemand 
central parts of the continent of Europe were 
inhabited by four distinct, .classes ^;of barr 
barians ; the Gauijs^ GsRi^Aifs^ Sarmatiams, 
and Scythians. Of these^ the former, oc- 
cupied that tract of country which exleods 
in breadth from the English Channel to th«^ 
Rhine^ and in length from Holland to the^ 
Pyrenees ; comprehending within^ it^ Imnta. 
the larmier portion of modern Fwvn^: 
CiAVh, subsequently to the conquest of it by 
the Romans, was divided into JB^^g^^^con- 
taining those provinces bounded on^ thet- 
north by Holland;, and knownatproseiitas 
the .^Netherlands ; Lugdunensis^ ^ or Celtic 
GauL comprizing the country which lies 
between the rivers Seine, Loire, Rhone, 

A ' 



and Saone— namely^ Bretagne^ Normandy, 
Orleanois^ Maine, part of Burgundy, and 
the adjacent dtitstricts; Aquitania, which 
extended from the Loire to the Pyrenees ; 
and NarbonensiSj whi6h contained Dau- 
phine, Languedoc, Roussillon, and Pro- 
vence, and extended in length from the 
source of the river Dordogne, which fidls 
into the sea near Bourdeaux, to the fron- 
tiers of Spain, and from Valence, a city 
hear the Rhone, to Nice, on the chores of 
the M^itertaneaii^ . . 

Among the Gauls may also be num- 
bered the Celtiberians, or inhabitants of 
the horthem parts of Spain, whose name 
li supposed to haVe belen derived from the 
tiirram^tattcfe of la tKbe of Celtic Gauld 
einfgraiaiig to th« batiks of^ the Ebro, or 
Iberusr, lUs it tras then called, and uniting 
th^ title of th* Kverwlth that of the nation. 

Tlkf territory inhabited by the OEaMANs,' 
wilih biitmted bMween the Rhine and the 
^ yisrtrtlk : it i*as bounded on the north by 
Afe fiialtie i^a, and on the south by the 
Dttfii^be, dnd cotltaiiied the modem states 
of Gehnlmy, Pi-us^ia, and part of Poland. 

Tbcf SAftMATiAKs hitd theit residence 1h 
<lM6e' iinmetise ^districts wbidi extend in 
b#6Mtttfieottt Ae Vistala to tbe Volga, an<f 
ill leii^; fibttt tlie l^itic to the frontiers of 
Htiiigarf. ' " 
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Tlie particular residence of the Scy<> 
THiANs has uot been accurately ascertained: 
it is only known that they pccqpied the 
extreme verge of Russia in iSurope^ and 
extended far info l^artary. Mention is 
seldom fnade of theih in early history^ but 
there is not any doubt that the majority of 
tneir tribefe were of Tartar extraction^ driven 
at various periods from the eastern parts of 

sia by the pressure of other more powerful 
iibrdes^ or compelled by increa^ng popula- 
tion and the want of pasture to search for 
new abodes. The principal circumstance 
which has occasioned the history of these 
nations to be enveloped in obscurityi is, diat 
f hey were sunk in ignorance^and destitute of 
Writers to record their origin : the Romaw» 
therefore^ who knevf them only as barba- 
rians^ without distinction of tribe or resi- 
dence, perpetuated their memory as fero- 
cious enemies, ancl applied to them indis- 
criminately tne names of Scythians and 
Sarmatians. . . 

it^rom tlie best information/ howi&ver, 
extant on the subject, it may be collected 
thait the four grand divisions of barbariiMAS, 
(Grauls, Germans, Sarmatians, and Scythians^ 
although placed under separate denomi- 
nations, were descended from two original 
sources, ^o judge by their nuAn^s, 
customs, and religion, the Gauls, Ger- 
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maiis^ and Sarmatiaus, composed one class, 
and the -^i ythians, another : or if it be ^ 
permitted to entertain a fanciful idea, and 
to kssume that of the sons of Noah, Shem 
* was the father of Asia, and Japhet of 
Europe, the Scythians, according to this 
hypothesis, will be Asiatics, and the Gauls, 
Germans, and Sarmatians, Europeans. In 
support of the assertion, it maybe remarked, 
that the natives of Denmark, Germany, 
Norway, Prussia, France, and Sweden, bore 
evidently, in the early ages, traces of a 
Common origin.. By nature they were a 
wandering people, subsisting on the milk 
and flesh of their cattle, which they retained 
in considerable numbers, and seldom culti^ 
vating the ground, because they were under 
die necessity of removing their tents fre- 
quently for the purpose of obtaining new 
pasture for their herds. Their dress was 
composed of the skins of animals, either do- 
mestic or such as had been killed in the 
forests, but their women afterwards learned 
the art of weaving coarse linen, which ' 
afforded them more durable and convenient 
garments. The men were addicted to war^ 
and perpetually engaged in making incur- 
sions oh the possessions of their neigh- 
' foours, or in controversies with each other. 
Their offensive and defensive weapons con- 
sisted of spears, darts, and shields, and they 



fought on foot^ as the Germans generally 
prefer to do at the present day. The fe- 
males were virtuous, and devoted them- 
selves to the labours of the household, and 
in time of war, attended their husbands,' 
fathers, and brothers, to the field, where 
they occupied themselves in aidini^ the 
wounded, and not unusually in attacking the 
6nemy. The Priests or Druids were the 
depositories of the traditions of the nation : 
they treasured up in memory the exploits of 
their bravest warriors, and on public festi-[ 
v^ls excited the people to emulation by 
repeating, in national songs, the achieve-^ 
meiits of their reputed heroes. They wor- 
shipped the Sun and inferior planets, in 
groves, as did the idolaters of Palestine, 
and in imitation of their barbarous example, 
occasionally immolated human victims on 
the altars of the Beings to whom they paid 
adoration. They appear to have been 
impatient of liberty, each tribe living 
under the guidance of its peculiar chief, 
and the nation submitting to the controul 
of a common leader in seasons of danger 
only, when the most esteemed warrior was 
elevated to that station on the same princir 
pie on which, in similar cases, the Romans 
united in the choice of a Dictator. The 
continuance, however, of the power of this 
general was coeval only with the event 



wj^ich occasi9n«iJ ^is flection, fii^4 ^^ ^^ 
tefmioatiott qf the war, he retired ^^n 
into m^e bosom of the nation . With regm^d 
tp their legal institutions, it ift conjectjif^jl 
that justice was ad^niuistered by per^pqsi 
clad wit^ requisite authority^ aud <:|]^o^^ 
at stated periods^ in a geuprfil assembly pf 
the people, and this surmise is fouxicf^ P9 
the distinction made by tfie Ppmanif^, jixj^ 
alluding tp the public o$perf( of the Gerr 
{nans, between /2ege« wd Duf^s. 7?ifi 
Sarmatians^ however, who were the^cj^if^ 
inl^abjtants of Poland^ were led by tjieif 
vicinity to the Scythians, tQ adPpt Wffly of 
their customs^ and ox\ that fLC^fj^jfii ^ey 
are frequently, bjiit inaccurately, sijippoffi4 
to be of Asiatic origm* Thdr c^pips wfjf? 
moveal?le, and their Vfiyf^ ^d pm^fe^i 
were conveyed from place tq plfice ij^ WfgT 
gons drawn by oxen* The mm werp gei^j^r 
rally clothed in furs, and their we|pQi\s 
were boiy^, arro^vs, long J^nees, and dftgr 
geirs, They neither fought nor fraye^^ 
pn foot, J)ut cqnstantjy v{jA^ op bprfpl>^)^ 
jand ij^ war of on jourpies^ led ^t sp^f^ ^ 
horse with them in ca^e of accident* ^f^ 
this semblanpq of distinctipn befv|fee(i thp 
Germans and Sarma^ans is easily recpnr 
,ciled, by remembering that an ?fl[V*^l diffef- 
en^e existed between Ujie Pol^ ia^i}^ f^pr- 

w^p^ iff ^9F^ ^^m\ ^m^r* # nftf^v? of 



IMMdr, to use tKe etpres^n of a cele- 
brftted writep, deflated ' from the swarthy 
Tartar Without aMaifiing the &ir complexion 
of th^ German^ aad then^ as nbw^ formed 
the oonnecting link between the Asiatic and 
&e Buropean. A question has arisen whe- 
ther th^ Muscovites are of Sairmatian or 
Se^f^hian extraction : the probability is that 
they are descendants of the ancient Moschl^ 
atribeofHiins or Tartars; who inhabited 
the country which fies between the Black 
Sfea and the Oaspian^ and is at present dis- 
tinguished by the name of Georgia. They 
lU'e imagined to haye emigrated subsequent- 
ly to Kiow • or Kier^ on tlie river Dnieper, 
aq4 thence to Moscow^ to which latter 
place they gave their name. 

But ih» iiiaj)t>rity of the Russian people 
lire said to be descendants of the Sclavo- 
mmiB, by which name the Sarmatians be- 
came generally known in the reign of the 
, Emperor Justinian^ Iti aid of this Oppo- 
sition, historians affirm that the Sclavonian 
language k spoken, in its native purity, in 
Bosnia : ^at the Polish dialecta still retain 
ti<^e8 of it, and that the language of the 
Venedi, a prine|]^l branch of this wander- 
ing nation, is yet preserved in Stiria, Ga* 
rinthia, ^nd Garaiola. 

For t^e better comprehepsion of the 
dy ents mirmted in the foUowing pages, it in 
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requisite to mention that the sereral sMteB 
conqvered by the \IUHPfui8 at inuious pe- 
riods of history^ were annexed to the em* 
pire under the title of Pfoyinces, and go- ^ 
vemed by military law. -^he provinoes in 
Europe were. Spam: Upp^ and Lomer 
GeiTiiaity, consigting^ of the whole fange of 
country from Leyden in Holland, to Basle 
on the frontiers of Switzerland/ including 
the provinces of Gaul : RhqUia, or Vinde-' 
Ucia^ of the district^ front the Alps to the 
.Danube, viz* Bavaria, Augsburg, the Ty- 
rol, and the Grisons : Noricum and Pafmo* 
nia, of Austria, Styria, Carinthiaj Camiola, 
Lower Hungary, and Crofitia: J^sia, of 
Seryia and Bulgaria : and Dawt» of Upper 
Hungary, Transylvania, Wallacbia, and 
Moldavia. . Lower Germany was garrisoned 
. by two military legions ; Upper Germany, 
by three ; Spain, Rha^a and Noricum, each 
by one; Pannonia, by four; Ateina, by 
tliree; and Daci^j by ^wo; in numbcar, 
seventeen. - .' 

B» C. 678.. About 1^^ centuries before the Ghrrstkn 
. BdVky AoibigQitus, one of the kings of Gaul, 
d^iuissed his nephews, Bellovesiis and Sigo* 
. yesus, in search of thMr respective: fortunes: 
iJie fatter estabVsbed himself in Germany, 
lahd the former in the.north of Italy. Neaijy 
at the same period the Phfl&nicimis^ aiOation 
settled on the eastern shores of the Medi* 



terranean, «nd cislebrated for tbetr covnge 
HfiA prafioMBcy in naingfttion^estftUislidl 
icdip^iii<)s o» •idle «otithwn coaste of l^oin^ 
noii having, there diaeurened valaabie gold 
aiftd .fiiU^ iiniiies^ coaapelled the natiTea 
to dig thdur- H^fa eoftteiits. From ibm6 
Mwces tkey drew incredUUe woalth, inso^ 
iBi^efa that a silver miiie^ in theneighbour* 
hood oC Carthagena^ id said to have pro<- 
diieed aaonaUy to the invaders a quantity 
.^f precious Hiatal, equal in. value to three 
hiitidr«»d thouaand pounds of English mo^ 
11^ at r the oonency of /the present day: 
jUty.some it is/ iudeed^ asserted ihat the 
Pba^ilicians wereacqininted wMb Spain at 
an -earitor periody and fonnded Cadiz one 
thousand years prior to" the Gbristian aeca, 
hui it ist more probable tiiat the country 
]was not coldnised until the conclusion of 
4fae seventh century before Christ; when that 
^sikteiinriskig pojopler sailed along tte coasts 
<^ Africa on a voyage of disco^ery^ at tM 
instance of Nechos^ king of Egypt 

During the e:$ile of Cbniilliis> the Gauis, b. C. sao. 
^»9der the oominaad of Bi^entius, their 
general or fcing^ descended in vast number; 
&WI tibe nontberp parts of italy^^ and being 
CMafomed by soMtol Germ^. tribe$/ inun^ 
dated the ftctsian terribbories; Tb^pUlaged 
4he imperial City/ m«iis8acred the senates and 
vonld.baire'gained pMsessirni^of the Ca|M4 
lol>*b!8id not CaHtitius opportunely appeared 
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a| Ike kead of an annyj aad driven the in- 
nidera out of Abme wMi iniiienae alinigfaler. 

B. c. 294. , At. the espicmtioo of onei hMidied' and 
thiity jenB, the fnemofif of this dtofent wM 
eatnrely obliteraief) frotn the minds of the 
haribarians^ and they again invaded itafy^ 
butWithaimifaurinisfoiiiine: th^r numerous 
tabes were defeiated: they were driven 
aovoss the Po^ and the gljsiitor portion- of 
those who escaped the sword^ beeatne vi^'- 
tims to the watery dieihent Aliont a 

B. C. 100. eentury previous to the phristian mrm, Italy 
was tfareatei^ed with a more formidable 
attack by the Gimbri and Teutones^ nations 
then resident in DeiqnMk and its islands^, 
and a destruotive wai^ ensued nfrhtch toiili* 
nued eijght years. These Iparbariiins assem- 
bled in arms to the nnmbepr of fiM hinidved 
thousand men^ including auidtiary trik^es of 
Gauls and Germans^ eiicounlemd and de^ 
feated the Romans on the }>Q9iks of the 

B.C. 105. Rhokie, And rushed intp Italy with the vio"- 
lence of a torrent 

At this season of danger^ GaiiM AImius 
was appointed to' the oommand of the 
Roman armies^ and this eelejisated genora^^ 
lifter carryings on a defensive war with thd 
etieniy finr aeveral years^ ba^ity terminate^ 
the conjtot by the destmctieA of the TMf^ 
tones in a pitched battle^ in whieh^ aoooid- 
iog to the Roman hist^nans^ pmo hundred 
Ihous^nd q( the eb^y were destroyed; and 
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^^T^ ifk 4^ neigUMiitd^ud of Aix ia^^- ^°'' 
?r(«#B§(V iCft fluimipt aOwmmrdft wo oftUol 

to the Roman state as a Province,) and gafiib 
ttx^w ^ «i^lJ defeat, in vi4iicli their lost, in- 
flMdJU)^ prispn«a», is said to l»re amotmti^ 
to, p^yore t})w QiKB hundred and fifty tfaau« 

'J^hmsi @^uccM6>ve defeats sfxpalled the 
hmrt» u^ tbe^ harfaiqiriaus : the destnicliaii 
isisfmk miiltitudea ^Roihilated their ik4it 
tical streng;th9 and they did not ventuiid 
tq flppefur in 9nQf against their, comjuerbrs 
^ thft f^c^^ ^ half a p entuigr. Stab* 
f^Hfn^t|^y tp t^^$e eveoti^ the Romans 
f^rp fpDnd actively entgaged in i^tendipg 
^^ ^esritofi^* «ad on the nomination of ^ (^, 55. 
Jp]iim (.^e^r t<i the command of thcar JuUas Cesar 
ajc^efl^ iwil^twiaiaed tn subdue Gaol, and 
fll^rxrards tp conquer Britain. IViA this 
v'lff^j he marehi^ intp ti^eformsr cc»untiiy 
wi^ a UUllMiroiiS lu^ wdl appmnted army 

aa4 $nclii)g on his arriTal tl^it it wi^ dk^ 
tm^ hy a war ihm raging between th4 
^eqi^ai^i aqfl ^ui, iJallic truest, 1^ %np- 
ppr^ 9A^ fipc^A^^af^ the latter,, and by 
fff$M\T ^^twg ihc diffinffiBcn of . tlbii^ 
§fi;4enf}H)gjiar6«^ )iept the/i?ar ^iire tiU 
the j^8h»u»ted. eountry beeatne an easy 
itf^y 4q hii» ^mhition. Caesar continued te 
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administer the afikirs of Gaul several yean/ 
anid amongst other pre<^iitionai^ measbipieisf 
adopted to keiBp the people in stt%ji<!tipn/ 
employed his Army during that period in 
buiUing strong fortresses on the blanks of 
the Rhine; ^ 

B. C. 50, . On the Gommenceihent of the war With' 
Pcnqpey/ Caesar resigned the command of 
Gaul and returned to Ron^^ having pr^^ 
viou^ly enlisted in his service a consider-^ 
able number of German and Gallic troops^ 
ttnd intited' the leading chiefs of ihose 
iiatspin to aceoitipany him in hisT expedi*^ 
tiori. 

B.C. 44. On the death of Caesar^ Augustus suc-j 
^* "^' ceedied to the government of Rome^ and 
commenced his career by an expedition 
9g&inst the Sicambrtj a people of Germany^ 
then under the command of a chiefs named 
Melbj and having reduced them to subjec- 
tion^ he placed them in the western pro«^ 
vinces of Gaul. During this reign thtS 

B. C. 15. Riomans made rapid advances amongst the 
barbarous nations. Austria became a Ro- 
man province^ niider the title of Noricumt 
the Rhaeti and Yindelici^ nations residing 
in the Tj^ol, and the bishopFic of Augs- 
burg^ were siihdued by the Roman gencT 
f^, Drusus and Tiberius^ and the Grisonsj 
the . Tyrol, Augsburg, and fiiavaria, weris 
annexed to the empire under the names of 

B.C. 12. Rhaetia br yitidelicia, Tiberias also subr 
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diied Paonooiai which comppn^b^dfid CipBr 
tia, Carniolaj Styria^ BoBai%!pa|ri of.£k)rvili 
and of the modern kingdom of Hungary^ 
and Druyus Gompleterl the triumph by the 
^njiiiae^t of the^ nortb^ro bv-harians^ ¥rho 
^en iphabjted the cotmtjry . between the ^ . 
i|;iv4^ Ems ai|4 Weser. Eigbi ye^m bcajG^ra B. C. 8. 
^e Qhris^ian asiia; Marob^ii«0> king of thi^ 
Majncomaniii> . a Geqnan Batioo on tho 
iSanks of the riy^r Neckar, oear S^tutgard, 
maKhed.ai t^ h^ ^ his people, into the 
qoyn^ry of the Bpjii^ or J^ohemia, andhav-t 
ii^ expeUed 4hem» to^k up hii residence 
there^ and the Boii crosaed the DtautUifry. 
aiud established themselves on Jhe. banks of > 
the river I|in« Several tribes of the Heir 
vetii^ who inhabit^ .Slwitzedand, aad;ef 
i^, St^qtttiii, iivho resided ia Fjranche 
Cpmpte^ a province of Franee^ occupied 
th^ coqntry which the Maiicoiuanni had 
l§it, imd bec^rn^ known by the name of the 
Al^anm.. 

^ At this p^iod» the Romaua. t«med tkeif B. C. & 
arms agiMpst the I^iongobaifdi^ a German 
nation^ who are suppo^. tp have resided 
i>^r Brandenburgh, in Prpssia/ and an 
army, unfler the command of Tiberiusy 
coijquer^ their, cojiatry. fiat the impe^ 
rialajripis ajpterward? su^t^ned.a severe low a. D. lo. 
ip the, dc^trq^tion of QMintilius Varus, the 
Proconsul> and several legiond^ who fell iu 
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A. D. 14. Oir th« <!«iMh df Aiigtiiiiiik, TAlsriUs'b^ 

pointod ^tfdMl; imti(jt«d (Me^h«ih<iirt' ^fSi» 

^ t6hntty by <htf deftcit <vf ArmMitltr MidHf^ 

* Mriifti^ti<m of the p«0fpl« v>^ HolHiiiid, *(teiii 

kdoiivt by- tlii6 nittifie! ^f BMiiVi> fiMr WM^ 

eMfiloitB b6 DMts brMotntd wttK il U^ftf^ 

A. D. 17. slt'K^hte. AHeif theteiUMi df G(6i<BJi*rftt^, 
a ii^ar bipolar <Mt ivetird«ft Mtut)lM)^(» and 
ArafiMni fthd «!»ther ndtivfe fehielft, in "ffid 
enwie of wRieh MftroboduHS tengMd 1M 
oniMMRrtd/ aHid was (HUcceedtid by YwAtiiiid, 

A. D. 10 .tod Aimiiniiis bdn^ dlflpafciled by jididtfi 
pieaoe wids rttttoSred^ ittid Oermatf y cdntihiMd 
in thinqtAttHy for soVeral yeaft. 

A. J). 37. Tiberiuswai iucccieded by C!ttfi|gUila> Who 

^'^sv'"- fggij„ mi exputitioriintoGatU, but reiurtefed 
IrHdbout achkfving ahy coHqu^/ and oci 

^im^]' ^^ ^^^* of Caligida, tfaci tt/mk of g<ytern. 
ment were assumed by Claudius, - who 
ttndbHonlc aiif esq^edftkAi iifto Britain, and 

^' ^- *'• imoforced hi* army by the addition iff 
ie lindy. of Gi^mlaii autiliari'^s. 

During. this re%rt, the Chauci> by wHotii 
the country nkue A^tflen waiii inhabited; 
inradied. Ldwer Germany, bui WeHI de-^ 
feafed by Gorbtdo, th6 Rofhaii LieiifeniLht, 
who is sttid to have founded tiie city of 
Gh^nlns^n, in Noi'th HcfHaM. The Catti 
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6|{ifi% iDvudtti XifpfMr 0«cteanlj^i;and mdt 
Ifith. « .fiiwilA fiite lit the iiiiiid» of-Lw 
jp^mpioitiin* wtM mt i of tile ^ Romaii ge^ 

On tb^ ii«i3fause ctf ClaitcBi^, Ntaro ewM A. D. 54. 
Mfeifod to the.theoH^ and on his death, ^^''' 
Qalba^ ivho waa aasttftinated mthki the a. D. 08. 
fefMbae of teehru mbniha ffofti ihetibe <if&«'to»<^^9 
bift aocMaUui, arid awceeiM by OtUo. ^ ^'^^'^' 
YitelUus at that ttaieceiwraiided the araiy 
in tbft Rhine, aad^beiiif prolelalnied Btn^ 
pcKOr. by. the itoldiera, marched towMi 
IlQitije. . la fai^ {Mfogimpf he ^rag met by 
Qtlii|i, who.dflSMfcid YAxk hiftiile^ In e^nae*^ 
f^ueoipb QC»rlvebttn>engligein^iit tobhidaiMi 
and Olhd wasdefeaiiad ahd shia. 
, In the following; year, VeapiMhn wMi A. D. 69, 
iqdueed U> tepketo (he thnktu^ and behig T^V***^- 
then in the «I8(, Migiikted CkuldinB Crrilis, 
and Julius CDa^sieos^ Baftatian chiefft^ i«l the 
Roman servide, to irebel lagaknt YRdttiint, 
and .cre|rf0. ^ d^v^^ratoil UgaaiM him on the 
Uppet; Rhim. Thfe atratta^eni ansimrtid 
|c|r Ibi^ tiling. but (he BatsviM leadoni tvm^ 
lH>t in«Ual^4 4ift#c the death of Vitellius and 
Ili0 .a4)eefifiiioa of Ve«p«^iiy to resign th« 
ftdrt^ntagM Hiey had-gatdedr find continti«id 
iQ;pro9&ciute the war .for the pm^osei^ of 
their Qwn emoUmient, whidi tbev wetii 
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enabled to do the more effiMtoally, in ^^on^ 
aequence of .famytn^ tvained the Batariaiiis 
to arms after the Roin%n fasUoii* Cerialifi, 
the Bomai^. geperaU ^wms then ordered tb 
reduce them to 8ubmi8gi<m> and he ac- 
cordiiigly drew the legions together^ and 
* marched against ..CivUis. * The ktter by 
way of retaliation^; destroyed severnl of the 
' Romaxi forts on the Rhine^ but being at* 
tacked and defeated by Cerialb> rptifQi 
into Holland/ and c^Aisod tberCouptcytobe 
inundated.; Cerialis followed . him^ and a 
sea-fight took . place between the Batavi 
and Romans at the mouth of the Maes^ 
which ended in a drawn battle ; after which 
the Romans .finding it difficult to prosecute 
the war in that remote country^ offered terms 
of peace^ which Ciyilis accepted and re- 
. tiimed to his allegiance. 
A. D/79. On the death of Vespasian^ he was sue- 
j^ j^'^g [• ceeded by his son Titus^ and the latter^ 
Domiietan. after . a reign of two years^ by Domttian/ 
With the exception of a trivial war be- 
tween theCattiandChariomer> king of the 
Ckemsiij.ia which.the latter was defisated-, 
Germany appears to have remained 4n 
ti^nquillity for some years^ and several of 
the barbarian chiefe were induced to visit 
Rome^ amongst whom were Masyasj king 
of the Semnones^ a nation residing dn 
the banks of the EUbe^ and Ganna^ a cele« 
' brated auguress. The peace was, however. 
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htok^n hj tfcfe Suevf, a nation sittiated ^-D. w. 
between tke :Oder and the Elbe, who made 
incursions into Pannonia, whilst L. Anto- 
.nios^ a Homan lieutenant^ added to the 
confusion by revolting against the empe* 
TOT, and Oecebalus^ king of the Daci, 
;by whom Hungary and the adjacent dis- A. D. m. 
iricts were then hihabited^ availed himself, 
of the opportunity to make war upon 
Domitian. These difficulties weri^ met 
and overcome by the resolution of the 
remperor: the Su^vi were repelled, Anto- 
nius defeated^ and Decebalus persuaded to 
enter into a treaty of peace. 

After a reign of fifteen yearsj Ddmitian A. D. 9t. 
was put to death, and succeeded by Nerva, '^^^^ 
and he, having reigned two years, by a. d. 98. 
Trajan. The lattier monarch renewed the Trqjan. 
war . against the Daci, and after a reso- 
lute but unavailing defence, Decebalus de^ 
stroyed himself, and Dacia became a Ro- 
dman province, in commenioration of which' 
^vent, a triumphal column, known by the 
liame of Trajan's pillar, was erected at A. D. 114. 
Rome. The vacancy in the empire occa- 
sioned by the death of Trajan, was filled by ^ p ^j^^ 
Adrian, who took a survey of the Roman Adrian. 
provinces, and founded several towns oh 
each side of the Danube for the better 
preservation of trailquillity, and amongst 

■' ' . . B 



18 

others JuTftviaj a pity in Austria^ on thfe 

banks of the River Inn^ on the site of 

.^hich SaJzburgb now stands. 

A.D. 138.. Adrian^ was succeeded by Antoninus 

^^hu!' Pius, who reigned for many years in peace^ 

A. D. 161. and at his death, Marcus Aurelius, who 
^%^^"-had married his dau^ter Faustina, and 
become his associate in the empire, as-, 
sumed the entiro administration of aflliira. 
About this period, the Catti passed the 
Rhine in considerable force, and invaded 
^0^ C to rmany s but were repelled by Didius 
Julianus, a Roman General, and after- 
wards a candidate for the imperial dimity. 

A*D. 162. In the ensuing year a war broke out with 
the Parthians, and Aurelius being deeply 
engaged in it, the Marcomanni and several 
other German nations took advantage of 
the opportunity to cross the Danube, and 

A. D. 165. approach the south. The Parthian war, 
however, was brought to a successful 
conclusion, and Aurelius/ together with 
L. FerM*.Verus, whom he had allowed to partici- 
pate in the sovereign power, turned their 
arms against the Germans, and after a 

ArD. 170. desultory warfare of five years, during 
which Yerua died, the barbarians were 
totally defeated and driven across the 
Danube. But the desire of invasion had 
not wholly subsided; a general insurrec; 

A. D. i74.tion of the German nations took place. 
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amongst whom the Quadi^ inbabitatrts of 
Moravia, the Jazyges, residing on the banks 
of the Dniester, and the Marcomanni, 
i¥ere the most conspicuous. Thi» contest 
continued for the space of three yearg, 
during which Rhsetia, comprehending Ba- 
varia, the Tyrol, and Grisons, was occupied' 
by the enemy, but Aurelius, assisted by 
Pompeianus, who had married his daugh- 
ter Lucilla, and Pertinax, afterwards em^ 
peror, prosecuted the war with such vigour, a. D. ir7. 
that Rhsetia was recovered from the invaders 
after a series of splendid victories, and the 
confederates constrained to sue for peace. 
Their petition was granted on condition 
Ihat they were not to approach the Riiine, 
lind in order to secure their observance oi 
the treaty, Aurelius took their principal 
youths as hostages, enlisted them in the 
Roman armies, and sent them into Britain^ 
Two years after, a feeble attempt was A. D. 179. 
made by the Marcomanni to invade Italy, 
but they were expelled by Aureliqs, who 
advanced as far as Vienna, and died at that ^^^ j^^ ^^^ 
place. Commodus succeeded to the im^CommodM. 
perial dignity, and prosecuted the war with 
success similar to that of his predecessor, 
and compelled the barbarians to solicit a 
renewal of the general peace. 

The attention of the historian is hence- A. D. isi. 

B 2 
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forth Occupied for the space of nearly 
seventy years^ with the internal dissentious 
of the Romans^ during which the German 
nations, fearful of a repetition of the cala- 
mities they had suffered, remained silent 
spe^ctators of the various contests for power. 
A. D. in* Commodus was assassinated about eleven 
^ ** years after his accession^ and on his decease 
Pertinax' chosen emperor, but he being 
destroyed by the soldiers, a war arose 
.j^»D. 907. between DidiusJulianus, Pescenuius Ni- 
^^^ger, Albinus, and Septimius Severus, comt 
mander of the Roman army in Pannonia^ 
which terminated in the destruction of aU 
the competitors, except the latter. 
A« D. 211. On the death of Severus, his sons Carat- 
^^'''^^^^•calla and Geta, ascended the throne : Getfi. 
A. D. 212! was assassinated by his brother in th^ 
following year, and Caracalla in turn ex* 
A. D. 2i7.perienced a similar fate at the hands of Ma*- 
Af«crmw#. CTinus. The reign of this emperor was of 
A. D. 918 ^^^^ duration : he was destroyed by 
Heiioga-HeliogahtklM, and the latter being killed 

•A D *9«? '^y ^^^® soldiers, was succeeded by Alex? 

»^fexiini/erander Severus. 

Severus. ^^^ after, the Germans invaded Gaul, 
^nd Severus marched against them at 
the head of a numerous army, hut the 
troops revolted, put him to death, and pro- 

"A* 13/ 435. claimed Maximin, the second in command, 
emperor m his steads Maximin prosecuted 
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the war with unrelenting fury : advanced 
into the centre of Germany^ wasted the 
country for the space of four hundred miles 
with fire and sword, and received from hi* 
soldiers the reward of his cruelty on the 
plains he had ravaged. He was killed in . 
his tent, and succeeded in the empire by ^' ^ *^^* 
Marcus Antonius Africanus Gordianus, Gardiam^ 
Proconsul of Africa^ and his son of the 
same name, who had been chosen a few 
y^eeks prior to the death of Maximin, by 
the people of that province, governor of 
Mauritania. They, however, died within 
k very short period after their election, 
and the Senate nominated Maximus Pu^ 
piienus and Balbinus, in their stead. But 
their reign was equally limited in duration : 
they were successively put to death by the j^^ jj^ ^^g^ 
people in the same year, and Gordianus (a Theyaunger 
grandson of Marcus Antonius Gordianus,) ^^^^* 
assumed the reins of government. During 
these scenes, of anarchy and bloodshed, the 
Pranks and Goths w;ere occupied in concen- 
trating their wandering tribes into national 
masses, and silently descending from their 
abodes in the north of Europe : the former 
io the western, and the latter to the eastern 
banks of the Danube. 

Not long after the accession of Gordian, 
Sapor, king of Persia, declared war against "' 

the Romans, aud the emperor taking up 
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arms against him^ inarched into the east^ 
defeating in his way a numerous body of 
Goths> who had penetrated into Maesia/ 
(Seryia and Bulgaria,) and carried on hos- 
tilities with great success against the Per* 

A. D. ^44. sians. He was^ however^ assassinated and 
PhUip. succeeded by Philip, one of his generals, in 
whose reign the Goths and Scythians, head- 
ed by their king, Ostrogotha, crossed the 
Danube, and besieged Marcianopolis, a. 
city on the borders of the Black Sea. Phi- 
lip, anxious to preserve his newly acquired 
honours, purchased their retreat by a libe« 

A. D. 249. 1*8.1 donation, but being assassinated five 
Decnif. years afterwards by Decius, the Goths a- 
vailed themselves of the confusion created 
by that event, and again crossed the Danube 
under the command of their general Cniva. 
Decius attacked them several times with 
success, till at length a battle took placie in 
Msesia, in which the Romans were defeated 

A. D. 251.^^*^ great loss, and the Emperor slain. 
GaUus.G^Mu^ was then raised to the throne, and 
deemed it prudent, in the exhausted state 
of the country, to propose a truce, to which 
the Goths acceded, on payment of a consi- 
derable sum of money. He reigned two 
years, and was then killed by his soldiers, 
A. jy. 253. 'wh^ elected (Emilianus, governor of Panno- 
CEmiUanus. nia, emperor in his place. The latter com- 
menced his career by an expedition against 



the Ooths^ wb&ch pr6mised a fkYnwtbte 
issue to the Rommns^ f>Qit he vrais murdered 
by his licentious troops, ahd Vaterilttius^* D. 254, 

raised tb ihe ittip^al dignity- lititnediateiy 
on his accession, this monarch gave the 
ooftimand of the army to his son Gallienus^ 
aivcT sent him ^ith PosthUmiiS3 a Roman 
general, against the Germans, o^er whom 
they gained several important victories* 
Valerianus then undertook an expedition 
against Sapor, king of Persia, which termi^ 
nated in his own destruction, for he wad 
seized by stratagem, imprisoned, and aftef 
suffering extreme tortures, put to death. 

The Goths observing the defenceless A»l).t5lK 
s<at6 of the east^n part of the empire, ^«^^«'' 
Valerianus bein^ dead, and Gallienus ab^ 
sent in Gaul, made three dreadftil incur- 
sions into Greece, during which Athens 
and many other cities were sacked and 
ruined. Emboldened by this sncCess, they * 

afterwards passed into Turkey in Asia, 
conmiitted similar depredati<^)is on the 
maritime cities, and destroyed the cele-^ 
brated temple of Diana at fiphesus. Thes6 
disasters comp^ieA Gallienus to return to 
Italy for the purpose of repelling the Gothlfei; 
Dii which Posthumus, his colleague, as-^ 
sumed the supreme command in Gaul, and 
cqntinued the war with the Germans. 
' Qaful, thus severed ^om the Roman 
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Enipire^ coiitiiiiied to exist as a separate 
kingdom under the government . of Pos* 
thumus, and his successors Lslianus^ Vic* 
torinus^ and Tetricus^ till the latter mtti 
subdued by the Emperor Aurdian^ and the 
alienated provinces again united to tiie 
Roman state. On the approach of Gal« 
lienus^ the Goths retired^ but the emperor 
pursued and attacked thera^ laden with 
spoils and ultimately drove them out of 
Maesia. It should appear that the dread 
of his resentment prevented any serious in* 
cursioTis of these barbarians for some years 
after his return^ but at length they ven-r 

JL 0. 267. tured to make another expedition into 
Greece^ in which^ after committing their 
usual depredations^ they were defeated by 
Gallienus with immense loss^ and com- 
pelled to retrace their steps across the . « 
Danube* 

A* D. us. Ih the following year Gallienus was 
^foriw murdered^ and Flavins Claudius succeeded 
' to the throne. At this time the safety of the 
enipire was threatened by the Alemanni> 
who had invaded Italy^ and the Goths who 
had penetn^ted in great force into Bosnia 
and Servia. Claudius immediately levied 
a large army^ and marching against the 
Alemanni^ gave them a signal defeat ; he 
then turned his arms against the Goths, 
whom he also routed with so great slaugh* 
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Mr, tlittt three hundredthausand are said to 
have faUen iu their various enoounters with 
the RoiBaQs^' Claudius died soon after- 
wards^ and was succeeded by the emperor A. D. 97a 
Aurelian^ who revived the terror of the^"'"*'^* 
Roman; name^ and shone^ for the space of 
five years^ a brilliant constellation in the 
doiic horizdn of the Roman state. On 
assuming the reins of government^ Aucelian 
found his dominions invaded by the Mar- 
comanhi> .who had penetrated into Italy as 
&Lt as Milan : the Vandals had followed 
their steps with increasing numbers: and 
many tribes of Sarmatians had formed 
encampments in Thrace^ Hungary^ and 
Croatia^ whilst the Juthun^ and Ale* 
iBanni> threatened an attack on Gaul. In 
this critical situation of affairs^ the courage 
aiid promptitude of Aurelian unexpectedly 
led him into Uie path of victory : he at* 
tacked his German foes^ as being the most 
distant^ and having reduced them to obe*' 
dience^ m&irched into Gaul^ and compelled 
Tetricus^ who had assumed the imperial 
dignity in that province^ to resign his 
usurped authority. With forces thus aug-* 
mented by the accession of the Roman 
troops in Gaul^ he encountered the Vandals 
aad other barbarians^ who had invaded the 
northjKH parts of Italy, and defeated them 
in several battles, pi^rticularly at Pavta, 



wii^e tiMiCnwf muk neikxiy extemlinkted; 

A. D. 273. Tbe climax af tkis sueeeM Mrtt Cfafe defeat 
of tile Goths and Sarmatiaas in Thrace andlr 
Croatia^ and the restoratioa <if those dkh 
tricts to the Roman empire. ' 

A. D. 273. Aurelian afterwards Undertook an ejo 
pedition into Asia> with the tiew of sob^* 
dining Zenobia^ queeB of Palmyra> who 
bad assumed the title of Empress of the 
East and obtained possession of several 
provitices in Aria Minon Returning m 
triumph from Ais enterpriee> the empefor 
Ibund tfaat^ dwing his absence^ the Franks 
had made inroads into Spain^ and the Ger** 
mans itvto Gaul, on which he marched 
against them with his victorious troops^ 
drove them out of Spak^ and Oanl^ and re^ 
uniled the latter provinfse to the empire. 

A. D. 274. Aui^ian perceived, however, that it was 
impossible for the state to resist the increase 
' itig pressure of the barbai*ous nations, and 

he therefore resigned the province of Diicia 
to the Goths and Vandals, and concluded 
d. treaty of peace with diem. This cessa- 
tion of hostilities was to continue for twenty 
years, iand in order to insure the due qh^ 
servanceof it> he took hostages from the 
principal families of the barbarians, ^nd 
tnarried s^fVefal of their chief women to 
officers in the Roma^n service. In tfa^ 
ensuing year, AtH^eliftp occupied hitiisolf 
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ifi prefiarhig t6 march: agaiast tfie PerBiani; 
but a tumult arising aoaougst his soldiers^ 
at the iasivgation of one of bis officers^ ^^ a D 275 
was as8asGii||ated> and Tacitus, a descendant Tadtus. 
pf the c^brated historiaH^ succeeded him 
in the empire* This monarchy though ad- 
vanced in age^ distinguished himself as a 
warrior during a short reign of six. months> 
by the defeat of the Germans^ who h*d 
made an incursion into Gaul^ and of the 
Alauni» a nation of Scythians or Tartars^ 
who had emigrated from the Palus Maeotii^ 
or Sea of Azof. 

In his expedition against th« lattfer^ ^- ^- ^'^* 
Tacitus was assassinated, and Probus being 
proclaimed emperor in his stead, prosecuted 
the war against the enemy with risnewed 
vigour. He drove the Germans, Franks, 
3,nd BurgtttidianSi, (a nation of Vandalic 
origin)^ out of Gaul, carried the war into 
Germany, and d^eated the eionfederate 
tribes on the banks of the Elbe. Hiscare^ 
was arrested for a time by the rebel* 
lion in Gaul of his generals, Proculus and 
Bonosus, but several of the German chiefs 
sided with him, and enabled him to gain 
the ascendancy^ on which he caused Pro* 
cuius to be put to deaths Amongst other 
remarkable circumstances connected with 
this war, is tiie discovery of the Arii, k. 
nation n^r Poland, of whom it is said tliat 
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tliey painted their bodies and their armonr 
blacky and always made theif attacks under 
cover of the night. Having restored trah* 
quillity to Germany, Prbbus built 9 vrall 
of stone from Ratisbon to the nSm^ \o 
prevent the frequent incursions of the bar^ 
barians, and employed his army in planting 
vineyards in the neighbourhood of the 
Rhine and Moselle, and in rebuilding the 
dties, as well on the northern as on the 
southern side of the Danube^ which had 
suffered by the war. But the licentious 
spirit of the soldiery could not patiently 
submit to these laborious occupations ; a 
tumult arose, and several of themi in a pa- 
roxysm of fury, rushed oh the emperor and 
stabbed him with their swords, whilst he 
was superintending the works. 
A. D. 282. Probus was succeeded by Cams, who 
Cams, immediately on his accession, sent his eld- 
est son, Carinus, into Gaul, and marched 
with his youngest son, Numerianus, against 
the Persians, over whom he gained repeated 
victories. Cams was killed in Asia by a 
flash of lightning, after a reign of two years: 
Numerianus was put to death by one of 
his relations, in the expectation of succeed- 
ing him in the command, and Carinus^ 
after a short enjoyment of the imperial 
dignity, was attacked by Dioclesian, a 
Roman general, who had revolted against 
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him, and a battle ensued, in which he 
was slain by a soldier, whose wife he had 
violated. 

On the death of Carinus, Dioclesian as*- A. D. 984. 
cended the throne, and selected Maxiinian, ^*^^^^ 
an officer who had been hia comrade dur^- MdximidH. 
ing his military career, for his colleague in 
the empire. , During the space of four years 
from this period^ the attention of these 
sovereigns was occupied in repelling the 
Burgundians and Alemauni, who frequents* 
ly invaded Gaul^ and the Franks, who had 
taken part with Carausius, a Menapian, 
formerly in the Roman service^ and had 
assisted him in occupying several of the 
sea-ports in Britain with a hostile force» 
. The Romans afterwards entered into a a. D. ssa 
tieaty of peace with Carausius, in order to 
enable them to turn their arms more effec*- 
tually against the revolted Germans^ and 
the. latter were soon. reduced to subiais- 
sion. At the same time, war broke out be^- 
tween Narses, king of Persia, and the 
Romans, on which Dioclesian appointed 
Constau tins, and Galerius, natives of Pan-- 
nonia, to be his genefats^ with the title of 
Caesars, and Galerius relieved the imperial 
dominions from the pressure of the bar-" 
barians, by taking numbers of the Goths 
with him to the ^ast as auxiliaries. Con- 
tfiutius, on the other hand, directed hid 
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'aftention te the, recovery of BritaiB^ and 
A. D. 2W. jjijijip^ In the lak of Wight^ defeated a 

body of Franks posted there to intercept 
his passage^ conquered AUectiis^ by whom 
Carauaius had been succeeded^ on the 

A. p. 206. eoast of Kent^ and regained possession of 
^e island. 

A. D. 304. '^'^ ^^^ midst of a brilliant and unclouded 

Comimiiu^reign, Diocleaian and Maximifin resigned 
Oalerius *^® imperial power into the hands of Con-r 
stantius and Qalerius^ and Dioclesian re* 
tired to Salona, a town of Dalmatian on the 
sea coasts where Spalatro now \^, and 
.whepe the ruins of hk; palace are yet visible. 

A. D. 304. Soon after this events Constantius under- 
took an expedition into Britain^ and died 

ConsLn^e ^^ York, on which he was succeeded by his 

the Great. SOU Constantino^ who married Ffiusta, the 
daughter of Maximian, and established 
himself in GauL For the space of five 
years from this time, Italy was agitated by 
continual contestsi between Galerius who 
bad married Valeria, the daughter of 0io^ 
clesian, and M axentius, son of Maximian, 
the late emperor, both of whom aspired 
to the throne. On the termination of these 

A. D. 3ii.dissentions by the death of Galerius, Gon^ 
Stan tine quitted Gaul, and marching towards 
Ronie, was attacked by Maxentius^ wbom 
he defeated in a pitched batde, and the lat- 
ter, in makii\g hi^ escape over a bridge 
thrown across the Tiber, fell into the river 
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and was drowned. By fliis events Con- A. D. 312. 
stantine fo«ind hhnself without any oppo* 
Ben t^ except Liciuius^ an officer of consist 
derable abilities^ to whom the government 
of the proyincefi of Pannonia and Rhastia 
had been entrusted. Ck)nstaiiUoe appointed 
an interview with him at Milan^ and suc«* 
ceeded in gaining his favourable opinion 
mxA support by giving his sister ConstantiftA. D. 313. 
to ^im in marriage. The long and glorious 
reign of Constantine was distinguished by 
tim subjugation of several barbarous na-^ 
tions^ and the defeat of his enemies at 
hqme. The Franksy it is trae^ invaded 
€vaul^ and the Gcfths made inroacls into 
Thrace^ under their king Ariarie^ but they 
were suocassively compelled to acknow* 
ledge the prowess of the emperor and sub- 
mit to his authority : multitudes of Sarma- 
tians expelled from their territories by other 
and more powerful tribes^ sought shelter 
witlijn his dominions: the. Vandals^ op^ 
pf eased by the Goths^ applied to him for 
succour^ and were established in Pannonia^ 
and Lieinius^ his brQther4n*law^ after re- 
pealed attempts made against his life, was 
defeated and slain. The remainder of the A. D. 324. 
rdgn of Constantine was devbted to the in- 
ternal regulation and improvement of his 
dominions : he built a magnificent city on 
the site of Byaantium, the capital of 
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Thrace^ to which be gave his awn appelr 
A. D. 333.1ation, and named it Coostantinople: ap* 
pointed goveroors, under the title of Pre-* 
fecti Pretorii, to superintend the various 
districts of the empire, and havhig embraced 
Christianity, ordained Bishops to admiaiS'^ 
ter the spiritual affairsi of every province. 
These Ecclesiastics were, at first, distin^ 
guished by the title of Metropolitan, and 
afterwards of Archbishop, and several pro* 
vinces united formed a diocese, the bishop 
of ^irhich was termed the Primate. In libs 
manner, the dioceses were added t/o,each 
other^ and committed to the charge of spi* 
ritual persons, denominated Patriarchs, the 
principal of whom were those of Rome^ 
Alexandria^ Antipch^ Jerusalem, and Con^ 
stantinople. 
A. C. 337. On the death of CoQstantine^ the empire 
Coiw/aitit. ^1^ divided amongst his three sons Con- 
^ stansy and stantiae^ Constantius, and Constans; but 

Con^tofi/m. disputes ari^ng between them in regard 
to the partition, and Constant! ne being 
killed in an engagement with Constans^ 
the latter became emperor of Home or the 
A. D. 340. west, and Constantius of Constantinople or 
the east About this periods the Franks 
having committed depredations in Gaul, 
drew the attention of Constans, and. he 
prepared to take the field against thenij 
but after some time consumed in nego** 
ciation, tranquillity was restored, and the 
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Roman provinces remained for the space 
of six years^ unmolested by the barbarians. 
This season of leisure^ however, was amply 
occupied by the celebrated controversy A. D. 344. 
which then arose in the church between 
the followers of Arius, who denied the 
divinity of the tVord, and othelrsy who sup- 
ported the affirmative of that doctrine. 
These disisentionp commenced in the early 
part of the tbiw century, and owed their 
origin to Arius, Presbyter of Alexandria, a 
man of a subtile turn, and remarkable for 
his eloquence. He maintained that the 
Son was essentially distinct from the Father, 
and inferior both in nature and dignity. 
His tenets were first promulgated in the 
^ year 315, and in 325 a council of the clergy 
was held at Nice to discuss the question, 
at which it was declared by the majority 
of the bishops that the Son was co-equal 
and co-eternal- The principal champion 
on the side of Arius, at the period in ques- 
tion, was Eusebius, bishop of Cesarea, 
whilst Athanasius, Patriarch of Alexandria* 
as warmly espoused the cause of the oppo- 
site party, and Constans finding it impos- 
sible to quell this religious difference, sum- 
moned all the bishops, as well eastern as 
western, to a council at Sardica, now 
Sophia, in Thrace, for the purpose of re- 
arguing the question. It would be foreign 
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to the object of these pages to enter on 
the discussion of this subject, but it is 
worthy of remark that amongst the eccler 
siastics summoned to the meeting was the 
bishop of Treves, or Triers, a city in Gallia 
Belgica, who }s mentioned to have taken 
equal rank with the Pope, or bishop of 
Rome. 
A. C. 350. Constans was afterwards killed by Ma^:- 
nentius, a German in the Roman 3ervice^ 
who aspired to the imperial crown^ on 
which Constantius marched against the 
assassin, defeated his troops on the banks 
of the river Drave, in Hungary, and re- 
duced him to such e:(tremity, that he put 
an end to his existence, to escape the hands 
of the conqueror. 

No sooner had Constantius become the 
sole possessor of bis father's dominions, 
than he found himself involved in a contest 
with the barbarous nations, who began to 
spread the flames of war throughout Ger- 
many. The first step towards revolt was 
taken by Silvan us, a Prank eniployed in 
the Roman service, and stationed near the 
Rhine, but his designs were not supported 
by his countrymen, and he was ultiitis^teJy 
killed by the soldiery. With the view of 
preserving tranquillity, the emperor passed 
the Rhine, and attempted to form an pife;n- 
. sive and defensive alliai^ce with Gundomar 
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and Vfl^kidoinlir/ priilces of Uie Aieiriandii 
who had commenced hostitities against the 
empire, but his endeavours were tmsucoesa^ 
fulj; and finding, hin^^' uAabte to^ resistf (he 
pressure ol the enemy without additional 
assistances althoi^ li^ had d^fented them 
near the battk» (^ that ri¥er» he^^ve his 
sister Helena[ in marridge Ux Jhilian^ his 
cousinji and divide thje empire ^tb him; 
The result fully answered the eia^pactations 
of Constantius>>for Julian, withtbat piortion 
of the armyr entrusted to bis comptoa<^.took 
the field against the Franks ^md\ AS^Gsasmni^ 
s^d gain^ a s^iFi^S: of splendid victoriefii 
oyer t)f/d^* A gl^fQ of su^ess^, indieedi 
shone foi> ^ tim^ on th^ afrns. of the hMr 
barians^ but it wag^ of short duratipA. A 
powerful army had been- detach^ from 
Italy und^r tl^Q ^omma^d of BfiJ^^tio, the 
.Roman, general^ in ocder t^ assist, the em* 
peror in his military^ oppr^io^js^ His 
ardour;^ however^ as a sojd^r^ ^verc^me hb 
j^dence as a commao4?^> ^^ he incaii- 
t^ou^y, passed the Rhinie near Bsu^e, and 
aXta(;]&ing:the euemy^ wlvcv^^e. posted ia 
CQii^der£iJbJ[e fqrae^ sus^iiifid^ a s^v^re d6r 
teaU^ 0.9 recei|\t of this: u(iii]ireIcome ii^^ 
telligenqc; Juli^^ni marched to hia relief, 
and aUhougjI;! the barbarians were ani- 
mated by tl^ir recent vi^^y^ he at? 
t9i:k^ t^nfi qear ^trai^ wgji^ routed them 
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with iimneDse slaugliterj and carried their 
leader^ Chnodamar^ who had been taken 
prisoner in the action^ to Rome^ where he 
died. Nor did Constantius remain an idle 
spectator of these events^ for whilst Julian 
was pursuing his successful career and 
> carry ing the war into the heart of Germany^ 
and whilst Barbatio^ who had collected his 
scattered troops^ was making atonement for 
his former error by driving the Juthungi 
out of Rhaetia^ Constantius marched against 

A. G. 367. the Quadi^ by whom Moravia, had been 
occupied^ and having compelled them to 
swear fealty on their swords^ a common 
mode of submission amongst the Germans^ 
led his troops into Asia^ and commenced 
hostilities against the Persians. 

Towards the conclusion of the year^ 
Julian placed his army in winter quarters 
at Paris> and availed himself of the op« 
portunity to subdue the Salii^ a nation 
so called from living in the Saal^ or 

A. D. 358. Low Countries near the river Yssel. He 
also reduced to obedience Surmarius and 
Hortarius, chiefs of the Alemanni^ who had 
shewn a disposition to revolt^ and^ in order 
to secure their fidelity^ obliged them to re- 
build the forts on the Rhine^ which had 
been destroyed by the barbarians during 
the war. As the country had been ravaged 
. by the contending parties^ and proyisions 
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were scarce^ Julian' tescrfved . to obtain • 
corn for his.army from Britain ; and for that 
purpose^ vessels were built in the forest of. 
Ardennes^ and sent to Britain for supplies. 
On their return they sailed up the Rhine^ 
and delivered their cargoes at the different 
forts erected . on the banks of that river^ 
Inhere the grain was deposited in maga- 
zines. The good fortune of Julian had A. C. 300. 
rendered him very popular with the troops^ 
and they proclaimed him. emperor^ in ex- 
clusion of Constantius^ on which he led 
them out of Gaul into Italy^ with the inten- 
tion of assuming the government of Rome 
and Constantinople. As socm as Constan- 
tius received this intelligence^ he withdrew 
his army from the Persian war^and marched 
to encounter his rivals but being suddenly 
attacked by illness^ he died in Cilicia^ on 
his romte^ and Julian succeeded to the ^' ?• ^^^^ 
empire without opposition. 

The tumultous spirit of the barbarian 
nations being for the time hushed into 
tranquillity by the terror of the Roman 
name, Julian was left at liberty to prose* 
cute the Persian war^ which he did with 
considerable success^ but at length he was 
killed in battle^ and succmd^ by Jovian, 
This, emperor occupied the throne for a A* p. sei. 
few mooths only, after which the two ^^^^^^ 
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A.D. S64brotlierB Viiientinian and Val^ns^ dMded 

'^''^JJ""* the empire : between them. Durkiglheir 

Vaknt. joint reigD^ tfie "troubles of iStUb ^tate re- 

. commenised : the Alemaani invade €aid ; 

. Procopius^ e genend in the ftomali sehrice, 
rebelied and seized on Constantinople: 

. the Wkigoths^ who had recently been 

- permitted, to 43ettle in Thrace^ took up arms 
against the 'Romans, and the Saxons^ then 
resident in D^inmark or Holstein, aiid pro- 
verfaiajly known as pirates^ liavaged the 
coasts of Britain and Gaul. The genius^ 

' Jiowever/of Rome triuniphed amidst these 

: accsumulttted disasters. Tlie Alemanui 
were defeated and reduced to ««^bmission 
by Valentinian^ aided by JoviiiuSj an enter- 

. prising officer and general of the Roman 
cavalry : Proeopius was aitacked^ defeated, 
and sbJn by the emptor V^lens: the 
Wisigdhs^ binder their piince^ Athanaric, 
A. 1>. 367. were compelled io sae for ^eae^, and the 
Saxons were defeated in Britain by Theo- 
dosins^ the Roman geneirdl. Tbe latter 
also attacked a fleet of Saxons, who had 

^ plmidered the maritime states of Gafai> and 
punished them severely for the •Mtl^iiges 

. they had committed. 

Hayipg thus reduoed the barbarians to 
submission^ Yalentinian employed his army 
in ]?<BLbuUdiMg the forts on the Rhinc/and 
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not contented with securing, by this 'mea- 
sure^, tLe provinces of Gaul from tKe incur- 
sions of the Germans^ he proceeded to 
diveit the attention of his enemies from the 
destiructlon of the empire, by setting (!hein 
alf variance with eacK other. A favourable 
opportunity presehtied itself (bt carrying 
this plan into effect/ in consequence of dis- 
putes having arisen betweerf the Burgun- 
dians and Alemanni, in relation to the right 
df using certain salt-pits, and so well did 
Valentinian improve bis advslritage, that 
for several years their mutual aggressions 
delivered the Romans from all apprehen- 
sion as to tKe safety of the proviuces of 
Gaul. 

No sootier v^ere the affairs of the western A. D. 374. 
empire restored to tranquillity, than Pan- 
nonia was threatened by an irruption of the 
Quadi, under the command of Gabiiiius. 
This formidable attack, from which tlie 
itidst serious consequences were, at first, 
anticipated, was averted by a proposal for 
peace made by the empetdr, and during the: 
progress of the treaty, Gabinius having 
accepted an itivitatloii to a banquet giveti 
in the Roman camp, was treacherously as- 
sassinated. The Quadi, infuriated at this 
breach of the laws of hospitality, resumed 
their arths, and prosecuted the war with re- 
doubled vigour, but being deprived of their 
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leader^ and pressed by the superior forces 
of the Romans^ they were defeated with 
great loss. These disastrous events, how- 
ever, did not prevent them from again ap- 
pealing to the decision of the sword ; they 
appeared in the field with numerous rein- 
forcements, renewed the contest, and were 
again routed \<rith immense slaughter. 
Finding it vain to contend with their ad- 
verse fortune, they were reduced to the 
alternative of suing for peace : on which 
occasion they sent ambassadors to negociate 
with the emperor. During the conference 
which took place for the purpose of settling 
the terms of the treaty, the passion of 
Valentinian obtained the mastery over his 
reason : he proceeded to comment on their 
alleged infidelity with increasing violence, 
and in the midst of his animadversions, 
burst a blood-vessel and expired. 

A. D. S75. Valentinian was succeeded by his sons 

Graiian Gratian, who was then of age, and had 

and been previously allowed by his father to 

^"^^^i^*^" participate in the imperial dignity, and 
Valentinian the second, an infant, both of 
whom were associated with Valens in the 
empire. At this time the disposition of the 
barbarous nations in the east, was nearly 
in the following order : the Wisigoths in- 
habited Moldavia^ Podolia, and Wallachia: 
the Ostrogoths resided near the Tanais or 
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Don ; jDn the right of that river were the 
Alauni^ a tribe of Tartars, who had also 
settlements oa the banks of the Caspian 
Sea, and near them were the Huns, a Scy- 
thian nation, whose abode was on the 
eastern shojres of the sea of Azof. 

Many learned commentators have as- 
serted that the country occupied at that 
time by the Huns, was the same as is men- 
tioned in Ezekiel by the description of 
Gog, the land of Magog. Magog was the 
second son of Japhet, and, it is said, gave . 
his n^me to that part of the world, the 
Mogul Tartars, wlio are unquestionably 
Scythians, being still known by the name of 
Gog. Michaelis assimilates the word Gc^. 
to that of Kak or Chakj the general name 
of kings amongst the ancient Turks, Mo- 
guls, and Tartars, and Dr. Hyde asserts 
that the Arabs distinguish the celebrated 
Chinese wall, which was built ncjarly three 
hundred years before the Christian aera, to 
prevent the incursions of the Tartars, as 
the wall Gog and Magog. It seems pro- 
bable that Magog was the name given to 
thiose vast tracts of land, called Scythia by 
the Greeks, and Tartary by the moderns, 
' and that the Tartars being defeated and 
repelled by the Chinese and other Oriental 
nations, directed their course towards the 
west, and established* themselves, at the 
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dose of the decorid century^ 6ii the hknks 
of the Caspian Sea and' the borders of 
Russia. In proportt6'n a& the Romans be- 
came less capa;Me of i^i^istinj^ their en- 
croachments^ these barbarians pressed^ to- 
^mrds the west^ and oci^upied the fairest 
provinces of the ertipire. Amongst others 
the Abari^ an Hunnic nafion^ established 
themHelves in Paniionfa, or Lower Hun- 
gary^ and remained in possession of that 
connfry tUt the time of Charlemaglie, by 
whom they were snbdued^ and after that 
petiod, l!hey were known by the modern 
appelfatron of Hungarians. In Menander^ 
mention is made of the Khan of the Abari^ 
taking an oath by uplifting his sword, and 
as the flarmatians tldopted a similar cus- 
tom, it IS to be iirferred that it was the 
usual mode of adjuration adopted in the 
earlier ages by the barbarians of Asia as 
weff as of Europe. To other branches 
of the H'trnnic race also may be added 
the BWgarians, a people of roving dis- 
position, and^ living on the flesh of their 
horses and catde : in the reign of the em- 
peror Justinian, they emigrated from the 
shores of the sea of Azof, established them- 
sdVes in Europe, and gave their name to 
the province of Bulgaria. 

The safety of the Roman empire had 
been hitherto threatened on the side of 
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'Gaul and the Danube : it now began to be 
menaced on its Asiatic boutidaries. The 
Huns fell on the Alauni, and after defeating 
them, attacked the Goths, and compelled 
thern to seek the protection oFthe Romans. 
This was readily gltttited, and the Goths 
were permitted to occupy part of Thrace, 
but a dissention suddenly arose between 
them and their allies, on which they united 
their forces to those of the Huns, and over- 
ran the country, under the command of 
iheir prince, Famobius, 

They were, at first, successfully op- 
posed and routed by Prigerid, a general 
in the Roman service, and multitudes of 
the prisoners settt into Italy, as slaves. 
' But this good fortune was of short duration ; 
Gratian was compelled to march against 
the Leuticenses, who had established them- 
selves in Rhaetia and threatened Gaul, anxl 
'during his absence on this expedition, 
Valens was attacked by the Goths near a. D. s78. 
Adrianople, defeated and slain. Flushed 
' with victory, the Goths laid siege to the 
imperial residence, and Constantinople, 
in all probability, would have fallen into 
' their hands, had it not been vigorously de- 
fended by a body of Saracens, then within 
• its walls. On learning the mournful fate 
of his colleague, Gratian immediately with- 
drew his forc'es from Gaul, and proceeded 
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towards the east^ bot finding it impossil^e 
to cope single handed with the numerous 
tribes of barbarians. scattered over the ex- 
tensivq surface of the state^ be selected 
Theodo$ius> by birth a Spaniard^ and by 
rank a commander in the Roman army^ as 
worthy of his confidence^ and having di- 
vided the empire with him^ entrusted him 
A. D. 379. with, the conduct of the Gothic war. Prom 
Ve^Unian ^^ defective state of the annals of history 
ind^ and at this peilod^ it is impossible to detail^ 
Theodosius. ^j^j^ accuracy, the frequent changes which 

took place in political affairs; it can only 
be collected generally, that in addition to 
the irruptions of the Goths and Huns, the 
empire was harrassed by the Quadi and 
other Sarmatian tribes : that the Romans 
were materially assisted by the Franks, 
who marclied to their relief with a powerful 

A. D. 380. army, and that Theodosius and Gratian,x 
after having defeated the Quadi, by the 
assistance of these auxiliaries, on the banks 
of the Danube, entered into a treaty of 
peace with the Goths and Huns* Matters 

A. D. 381. thus arranged, Gratian assumed the com- 
mand in Gaul, and Theodosius remained 
at Constantinople, where he exercised the 
authority of Emperor of the east. But this 
season of repose was terminated in the 
course of the ensuing year, in consequence 
of the invasion of the Gallic provinces by 



Maximus Magniis^ a Spaniard by extrac- 
tion^ and the Roman governor in Britain. 
This <;ommauder landed in Gaul at the head 
of his troops, advanced into the country, 
and having^ seized the emperor Gratian, 
caused him to be put to death, together 
with Mellobaudes, a chief of the Franks, 
his companion, who bravely sacrificed his 
life in defence of his patron and ally. 

Maximus then claimed admission to the a. D. 385. 
imperial throne, and Theodosius, being ^*^*>***^t 
unable to oner any eiiectual opposition, ^^^ anii 
was compelled to accede to his demand. -Wflx/amt. 
On this, Maximus prepared to march into 
Italy, with the intention of deposing Valen- 
tinian 2nd, to whom the care of that portion 
of the state had been committed, but Theo- 
dosius, apprehending that his own safety 
was involved in that of Valentinian, hastily 
collected his troops, iand proceeding from 
Constantinople towards the west, encoun- j^^ jy^ ^^^ 
tered the invading army at Aqnileia, a city 
on the northern shore of the Adriatic, put it 
to the rout, and Maximus fell in the action. 

Valentinian the 2nd did not long survive 
his deliverance from his opponent, for after 
his return to Rome, which he had quitted 
at the approach of the invader, he was 
stabbed by Arbogastes, a Frank in the 
Roman service, and the latter being dis^ 
qualified on account of his foreign extrat- 
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4. D. 302.1190, froin ' aRStiifiiiig the imperial tit!h, 

'"^^aid^' P^^ Eugeriius, a Rhetorician, oii the 

Eugenius, throne. But the conspirators were not per^^ 

mittcd to enjoy the fruitd of their perfidy ; 

Theodosius again advance from Constan* 

tinople, a.nd gave battle to them : theif 

troops were routed, Eugeaius was slain^ an^ 

Arbogastes terminated his existence by his 

A. D. J9d. own hands. Theodosius died at Milan 

/^^^^^*"' about three years after these events, and 

i/onprttf f . left his dominions to his (wo sonSj Arcadiuf^ 

who became emperor of the East, and 

Honorius^ of the West. 

During the reign of Theodosius, the mar- 
tial spirit of the Romans rapidly declined : 
monasteries sprang up in all parts of the 
empire, and the degenerate inhabitants of , 
Italy preferring the safety of the cowl 
to the honour of the swprd, tQok refuge 
within the walls of religious edifices, frorp 
the assaults of the barbarians. Thus was 
laid the foundation of that temppral power 
which the Bishop or Pope of Konie exer- 
cised in aftcr^ages ov^r the descendants q( 
the conquerors of l^ly, and of that spiritual 
doibinion which exteqded its empire,, not 
only over the persfons, but th^ minds also^ 
of mankind. This reign is also rendered 
remarkable by the introduction and formal 
avowal by the church of the doctrine of the 
Trinity. The divinity of the Son had beep 
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previously recogni^cid by all except the • ./ 
followers of Ariua^ aQcl a council of bishops 
was hejd by Th^odosius at Constantinople 
(A. Di 381), in which the Niccne Creed 
was approved, and the equal deity of the 
Holy Ghost admitted and confirmed, Th^ 
fruits of this decision were the baptism of 
the emperor in the name of the Trinity^ and 
the promulgation of am imperial mandate^ 
declaring the belief of the new faith to be 
.essential to salvation, and denouncing 
penalties against those who should decline 
to receive it. The Arian an^ other dis- 
senting clergy were deprived of their ec- 
clesiastical prefenneurt : the Jajty were 
punished by fine, imprisonment, and the 
confiscation of their property : and thp 
triumph of the orthodpx church was coi\- 
s\\m mated by the destruction of the Pagan 
! i^ols and temples in Spain^ Africa, and 

Egypt. 

!6ut to return frpm this digression : early 
in the reign of Honorius and Arcadius, 
Alaric, chief of the Croths^ comrnenced 
hositJUties against the sjtate by invading 
Greece and plundiering Athens. Stilico, 
the commjander of the Roman army, was 
seo^t in quest of the invader, and having 
defeated him, compelled the Goths to supA.D» 306. 
for peace. But the tranquillity thjus re- 
stored did not long continjue, Qainas, a 
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A. D. 400/Gothic chieC who had visited Constanti- 
nople from motives of curiosity, raised a 
disturbance during the performance of some 
public ceremony^ and was slain in the 
tumult. In consequence of this events the 
war broke out again in the Italian states^ 
and after a series of encounters between 
Alaric and Stilico with varied success, the 
scale was ultimately turned in favour of 
the Romans by two bloody battles fought 
between these generals, at PoUentia and 

A. D. 406. Verona. Incredible numbers of the bar- 
barians perished by famine and the sword 
during the contest, and these losses so com- 
pletely exhausted their strength, as a na- 
tion,, that they were compelled to submit 
to the Roman authority, and fortunate it 
was for the empire that such was the result 
of the campaign, for scarcely was the 
Gothic war ended, when a countless mul- 
titude of Germans, headed by Radagaisus, 
descended into Italy and laid siege to Flo- 
rence. Honorius, who till that period had 
held his court at Rome, removed the seat 
of government to the more secure fortress 
of Ravenna, on the eastern shores of Italy*: 
leaving the task of repelling these new 
marauders to the skill and bravery of Stilico. 
The Roman general accordingly returned 
from his triumph over the Goths, and hav- 
ing reinforced his army, formed an encamp- 
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meiit near Floi*enc e^ from wlience he viewed 
with astonishment the myriads by whom 
the city was surrounded. Sensible, how- 
eter> that the annihilation of the enemy 
in battle must be attended necessarily by 
the deiitruetion of a consideirable portion of 
his own troops^ he adopted the safer plan of 
enclosing them within an immense wall^ and 
the barbariiins thus hemmed in between the 
city and the entrenchments, and conse- 
quently deprived of all means of obtiatiiing 
supplies^ fell in numbers before the united 
assaults of those destrtictive foes^ want and 
disease. The" remainder, driven to des- 
peration^ made a powerful effott to escape, 
and forcing their way through the barrier 
raised around them, into Gaul^, attacked 
the Franks, and laid the cpuntry waste, as 
fair as the frontiers of Spain^ with fire and 
sword. 

On the . demise of Arcadius, his son, A. D. 40s. 
Theodosins the 2nd, then an infant, was jl^J^^ 
elected emperor of the East ; but in conse- ^nd. 
quence; of his; minority, the affairs of the 
state wete administered for six years by an 
aristocracy; of w^hom Anthemius. was the 
president. At the termination of this ^^^ 
period,; Pulcheria, dytughter of the deceased A. d. 414« 
emperor, assumed the reins of govern- ^'*^^^^^' 
ment and held them, in conjunction with 
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her brother, Theodosius^ for the space nf 
forty years^ without interruptibh. ' 

A. D. 408. In the west, however^ the scene was* fair 
different ; Stiiico havinl^ been aoctised' by 
Olympius^ the fiivolirite o£ Honoritis, ^ 
plotting against the statey unis condemmAl 
•to death and executed^ and Alaric' taking 
advantage of the defenceless si toation <yf 
the empire, commenced hostilities against 
the RcMVians^ and after a predatory waf, 
"vrhich the emperor vainly endeavoured td 
avert by repeated largessi^Sy sacked '- and 

A. D. 410^ plundered Rome. - Thn» become master df 

Italv> Alaric directed his attention to the 

conquest of Sicily, and made preparations 

'for his intended expedition. VHis planti, 

•however,' were fniistrat^d by the Approach 

of dealb, and he was succeeded by AtQai|tb, 

>bP' Adolphus, his brother-iu-i&w, '^^ho 

formed an alliance with the Romans by hiB 

tifiKrriage w^ith Ptacidia, daug^tf of Tbeo- 

dosius the first During' these trfaanges, 

Constantine, governor of Britain, rerioiineed 

bk allegiah<!e td the state>> landed in €hiiii, 

-caused ' himself to be proclaimed enqyeMr 

"of the West, and' established h&a cotirl^at 

Aries, near the unouths^'of the Rhone. But 

the death W Alaric having' set the imperial 

forees at liberty, Gonstatrtibs, the RoUian 

^g^efral, "inarched agaitist the usui^ei^Hild 
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put him to^^eath, on which Jovinus/anfl* 
ther officer in -the service of the emperoi^^ 
asHMimed the imperial dignity- in Gaul. 

This last candidate for power was de- 
feated and 'deposed by AtUaiph^ who then 
marefaed -into Spain^ and haying taken 
^possession of the country^ was assassinated 
•at Barcelona by Sjngeric^ a Hun^ whom heA. D. 415. 
had patronised^ and by whom he was suc- 
ceeded. 'Constantius was then deputedby 
*Honorius- to avenge the crime committed 
^la^idst hi& relative and ally^ and Singeric 
having expiated his guilt by the loss of his 
' life^ Constantius married Placidia^ the wi- 
^ow of Atualph> and resigned Spain to 
'Vf^iUsLy the W4sigoth^ who entered into a 
iceaty of peace with Honoriusy and became 
the founder of the Wisigothic kingdom. 

-On his return toltaly^ Constantius was 
allowed by Honorius to participate in tbe . -^ 
imperial honours/ but he died shortly after-«;A! D; 4^3. 
wards at Ravenna^ and being followed by^^^*^*"" 
^Honorius> Talentinian the 3rd, son of Con- Puicheriaj 
-atantins by the princess Placidia, ascended ^^^ ^ 
"the, throne of the western empire, under the j^J. ^^ 
* guardianship of his mother. In the early 
part of his reign, Africa, which, for many 
years, had been numbered amoiig the R6- 
man provinces, was occupied by the Van-^^ j^ ^^^ 
dals^ on- the invitation of Boniface, a general 
Jn^the Roman service, who had retired from 

d3 



93 

court in ^jsgust^ an4 adopted that metliod of 
avenging his wrongs.. The country had 
been long the scene oT violent dissention^ 
bqtween two religious sects^ . the Catholics 
and Donatists^ (the latter maintained ths^t 
their community was alone to be considered 
the. true church,) and in its agitated state/ 
it became an easy prey to the invaders. 

A. D. 431. Boniface afterwards repented his precipit- 
ancy in , thus exposing his fellow country,- 
men to the swords of the barbarians, and 
having obtained, pardon of the emperor, 
landed in. Africa with an army and attacked 
the Vandals. But his expedition was un- 
successful : the Romans were repulsed, and 
compelled to re-eiobark, and Boniface^ on 
his return to Rome> challenged to single 
combat (Etius, an officer of Uunnick ex- 
traction, under. whose, advice he had acted^ 
apd fell in the contest. ; 

A.D.433. It was at this period that Attila^ king of 
^^* the Huns^ .burst into Thrace with a fornxid- 
able army^ and Theodosius^ to preserve his 
dominions from destruption^ sent an eni- 
bassy to the invader, proposing the pay- 
iQcnt of tribute as the purchase of peace. 
The ferocious disposition of the Hun was 
conciliated by the ready submission of the 
emperor^ and he sent Edecon, a chief in ;h}s 
spi^vice, , to the court of Theodosius^ ,as his 
representative.^ *This officer had. not long 
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iN^ided at /Coi^tantlnoplei when Chfy- 
3aphn]S/ one of the eunuchs attached to the 
palace^ began 1o tamper tirith hinfi;, and by 
dint of splendid pi^otiiises, Engaged him. in 
a conspiracy to put Attila to death. How-*' 
ever, before the fatal blow could be struck, 
Edecon, doubtRiI of the i^uccess of the' 
enterprize, or perhaps repenting )iis trea- 
ch^ry^ disclosed the plot to His soverefign.* 
At this discovery, the resentment of the- 
Hiiri burst forth in all its native violence; 
and would have displayed itself in the dte- 
solation of the eastern provinces, had not 
Theodosius hastened to avert the impend^ 
ing storm by the timely offer of rich pre* 
sents, the mission of a new embasi^y, and 
probably the disavowal of any knowledge 
of the conspiracy. The court of Attila wad 
in the vicinity of Buda in Hungary, and an 
account of it is extant, given by Priscusi 
tvrho was sent by the emperor as ambas- 
'sadior on one or other of these^ occasions. 
The king of the Huns then led his troops 
into Italy, and on his entrance into that 
.country, Honoria, sister to Vatehtiniah, 
.who had: beea detected in an intrigue and 
confined in a convent* to expiate her crime, 
sent a messenger to him. with the offer of 
her hand. The Hun accepted the pro- 
posal, and demanded the princess in ttiar- 
liage, and. this re<juest being refused by the 
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emptltOTi Attila/ partly in Oj^pMitidn' to' 
Vaientiiiian^ and partly at the solicitation 
of fjle Vandals^ who were then at enmfty 
with tbe Goths and Rbmans; invaded' Gaul; 
destroyed Metz by fii^^ and laid itiege to^ 
Orleans. Pluvious t6 thid evenly CEtiusy 
th6 commander of tfa^ Rotifftrf army in th^' 
west; and 'of whom meiftion * already has 
been made^ haEd esbtbKshed his head-qnar- 
tefs in Gaul; and occujpied himself in kee^« 
ing the Wisigoths And Alautfi in sAibjection. 
The latter li&tiota had settled nesfr Yalenee 
in D&uphine^ tod even penetrited as ikr as 
Orleans; arid it re<]^uired nd inbonsfd^ferabl^ 
degree of ability t6 restrain ihe warKke 
Spirit erf these wandering people; Wheo> 
however, the Goths and Rotnaris were 
threatened alike with' ruin by ^ihe iitva^ 
sioA of Attila, they readily entered intb ah 
offens^^e add defensive league; add marched 
their united forces against the conrnidn 
A. IX 450f eDeinT* ^ drefLdful battle ensued tiear 
Ghaldils suir Marrle; id which the Hiins 
were touted with imdiensc^ shughtisi*/ ind 
driveh hicSL on Italy^ as were the Theruingi^ 
the ancestors of the ihodern Thdringiabs^ 
who accompanied Attila in fans expedition, 
and Htsgraced themselvi^sby the exercise of 
ev^ry specie!^ of barbarily. 

Thiis disaster^ hbwever; did not subdue 
the courage, of the Uunnick king^ for in 



I3|S^<4 th^. ?|(Im4!? country ,^JgK JM^ C^-> 

tib^ ce9id^9C9 tfa» klaml of Q^ialto. If^hiji 
^as tb^ qomm,6i]ic^menjt (>f t|i<e V^pe^i^^ 
]R«!p|}l>Mcj ajft^rv^fards re^i^wiied m l|t^to^y> 
m^ the people hayiijg ^^peciea^edi ^ ^f^ 
oyv» p§rsp99^ \k^ evils pf a^ desp<p(t)c flfove^n- 
iven^^ d^fmipod to presery^. politi^q^l Uf^ 
dwo io yi«r «ftw b%t)ita,Uonfc «9d cppfi^ 
tbe mapagement of t^^ij^ affairs tp, iyfel^ 
judges or tribunes^ who vrere chai]|g^ at 
etfttfid periods. Tbe last e-^p?ditipjr) of 
Attilft ym^ un^erla^Lpp against Gaul, bpt be 
yif^B dually unsHccessful ^ ^n tbe foriper 
atleippti ^^A su^ered a spy^re defpat at \he 
h^n^^, of ThorisRiuncU if\we of tb^ ^.\4' 
gfiib^. ^ppn afler this battle^ Attila died a. d. 45S« 
b^y the bursting of a blood-vesse^^ an4 hi3 
89RS Gont^qding fpr fbp sffcoessioo^ ^nie of 
Iheqa ^1) in the cjoi^^ict, and the others 
enfef^bled by tbpir domestic dissention^^ 
fpt^r^ ^itb a cqnsiderable par|. of their 
j^fihei^iUs tp tl^ shores of the Black Sea, 

Pending thes^ events (A. D. 450) Theo- Valentinian 
dosius^ nvhose dominions had happily !^^' p^\^^ j. 
caped t^ devastation of the western em-j|f^^-^„^ ^ 
pire^ by bis. treaty with Attila and payment - 
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of tribute^ died, and was succeeded by Usr 
siister Pulclieria* Tbis princess had par- 
ticipated with her brother for many years 
in the government of the east, and af^er his 
decease, she gave her hand to MarcianuSy^ 
who Iliad raised himself by his abilities 
and address from a private station to that 
of a principal officer of the imperial' court. 
Nor did her selection of a consdrt disap<^ 
point the expectations of the people, for 
the new emperor placed his dominions in 
a military attitude, refused to pay the tri- 
bute which had been rendered to the Huns 
by Theodosius, land boldly set Attila at 

.90 

defiance. - 

A. D. 454- Aftpr the retreat of the Huns, Valentinian 
PukhiriaSfthe 3rd became suspicious of the fidelity of 
^^^^^^CEtius, or more probably envious of his 
Pe/roniM^ popularity, and caused him to be destroyed » 
Ma^mui. ip j^^ emperor, however, was assassinated in 
the following year at the instance of Petror 
nius Maximus, a person of rank, who sue* 
ceeded him on the throne, and compelled 
Eudoxia, widow of the late monarch, to be^ 
come his consort. Soon after the marriage,, 
the empress discovered that M ajcimUs was 
the murderer of Valentinian, and, in a fit of 
revenge, she sent messengers to Africa, 
and solicited the Vandals to attack Rome. 
^ The barbarians eagerly accepted the in- 
vitation, fitted out their fleets landed in 
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It|d^^ and ^adEed &e imperial citj^ whHsA 
ikthe general toopiult^ Maximus was seized 
by the iriitated soldiery^ and put to death. 
The Vandals remained in the enjoyment of- 
their conquest until Avitus^ a Roman ge- 
neral^ who happened to be at Toulouse^ ' 
the court of the kiag of the Wisigoths^ 
caused himself to be proclaimed emperor 
of the west, and marched into Italy, accom- A- D. 45S; 
paoied by a numerous army. Marcianusf^;^ 
also became apprehensive of the evil con- ^eing dead) 
sequences of permitting the undiscipliujed j^^ 
Vandals to retain possession of Italy, and • 
be therefore hastened to the aid of Avitus, 
smd the confederate sovereigns, attacking 
the en«fny with their united force, com- 
pelled them to withdraw into Africa. 

After the return of Marcian to Gonstan- Jftfrcwwi 
tinople, Avitus was deposed by Ricimir, a ^^ 
Suevian, and Marjorianus placed on the ^^^' 
throne. The short reign of this emperor 
was occupied in war with Genseric, king 
of the Yandak, who took advantage of the 
troubles existing in the west, to ravage the 
ItaHan coasts, but was ultimately defeated 
with great loss. 

In the following year, Marjorianus went A. D. 458, 
iiito Gaul with a considerable force to quell ' 
a revolt which had taken place in that 
province, and having succeeded in his object, 
marched into Spain, and assembled a fleet A. D. 46o. 



iotoAfiicat G^nwrifii bpfMYieCi.aqiicipfited 
hifk ^^9%Pj aq^ au^nly. 9ai»e4> ail hja 
4mpbj and thiifi put m ^iid, to the. ^I«rr 
priaet 

A. D. 461. Oa hia Ktmm t# Bpve^ MaijoHflwis yim. 

^^jji^^daptaed ftiMl pat 1|9^dei»tti by Rieimer, wb<> 
iSeo^rnif. nikMBd Ltt)iu8 Sevjeru^ toi the t|iio»e. 

A. IX 4^5. This eiwpftiQT Urtft a^len/mnibi. pMiBeiM4 
asA Biioiiiiffr retMiiied; the vebis oC goimmr 

bftcbwian e:9ktra«tion^ he; wwi iooapacitftted 
fimo assomifig the imperial title. 

The eni^pi(eB9 Puleh^rifik (Ued apternvrtQ 
thesa events (A. D. 4S4)> and was fpllo\i(ed 
by Marciaims (A. D. 4|Bi7a) and he i!iWk.si)(>T 
ceeded by L^ro^ as einper<;Kr i^ theieoi^t, The 
Ostrogoths at this time ^ere Iner^easiiig 
rapidly in populatioa a.qd e^te^t of pem-^ 
iory : they formed ap i|iipenetre.h)e banker* 
against the in<mrsions of the Huns^ who 
made repeated effprts to regaip theif foot^ 
iog in the Roman domin^ons^ and ^ they 
were favourably disposed towards ^Oj, the 
emperor avail^ himself of the pppprtuniiy^ 
and entered into a formal treaty gf peace 
with them. 

« 

A. D. 467. As the Roffuixi empire in jthe west was 

Leo <^»f/destitute of a legitimate sovereign, Lep 

'placed Anthemius on the throne of Itj^y^ 

but in the course 9/ three yearsj Ricimer^ 
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ribmly^ to dej^ose ,ihB mt^f eitipemr, mA 

vfith that intention marched against nome^<A.. D. 470. 

jhffter'ita'hiisffectiittl fe^ 
idoevi^ by ^tohn imd. ptrnider^y aad JUk^w^ 
iiiUB^ fell: ill! die tumult ^ ^ 

' T&e n&feu succefeding' yeai^ pees^M Hk^A. D. 47S. 
♦iew 0f four shoitneijfns: Olybrios "^^^oivb^, 
plMed OA the tbron^ by ftidmetf^ as t&e su^ 
eei^mr^ of Antkenrifus/ tiut he died soon allMr 
his a)ccesi^on^ as aldo £d hiaf palroii^ Itid^ 
liter i- Olybrius witt succeeded by Gty^A.b. 474. 
eeriusy a soWier of fortime, who gave^ way ^f ^ ^".^ 
to Jt£u99 Nepos;, tad the latter being after* Leo and * 
:«f acis^sibsiiiated by Glycerius, Romtita« or ^^^/^wiV^, 
Aft^HGEsiuhis asednded the thrcNie^ Romukis^ A. D. 470. 
iti his ttiruj Wa^ depceed byOdcrtcer, *^*^^^^^^/^^ 
<)f die H^ruli or LemoTiiy a ^a.yfa^ people jugustuius. 
tHid had etutgrated froln the neighbour- 
iiood df Dantitiek^ the imperial title i<iA. d. 479. 
3tte west becatrie extract, and Odoaeer ^^^J^'""* 
^vemed Italy under the denottiinatioti of Westeu 
Patrician; Dorifag the short period iii^iipiR*. 
.which tiiese ra^id changes took pkuse, Leo 
'bad btAm i^n^s^^ in an expedition against 
thii Yi&ndals ; h# fitted out a fleet, direi^ted . 
-his eourse towards Africa; aild attacked and 
-captured Vt^riimlii a city on^ the nor them 
tshot^es ^ that continent. The Vandals, 
Jioweter> <foUnd mrans to burn bis^ips. 



and h&ving cut off his retrieat^ compelMdr 
the emperor to resigo his conquest^ and 
' sign a treaty of peace. 
< On the death of Leo^ the vacant throng 
Seno. was ascended by Zeno/ who had married: 
Ariadne/ daughter of the iate emperor, and 

.:. the Ostrogoths, then in Thrace^ and the 

allies of the Romans, protected the iisiperia^ 

A. D. 479 dominions from the ^attacks of Odoacer. 

to49i.2^^Q reigned several years at Constanti* 

nople without molestation, a circumstanca 

; which can be alone attributed to hia ad-t 

dress in prevailing oii the Ostrogoths to 
turn their arms against the king of the 
Heruli. Allured by the hope of plunder^ 
^ and stimulated by their natural inclinatipa 
for war, they readily assented tq the sugr 
gestion of the emperor, and miarchinginto 
Italy, a long and bloody war ensued be«* 
tween these powerful nations, which t^rmi? 
nated in the, defeat pf Qdoacer and his 
. subsequent assassination at a banquet, to 
which he was invited by the con queron 

A. D. 491. About the same period died Zeno, and 

jna$taiiu8^Yy\% widow Ariadne married Anastatius, at 

the East, officer of the court, far advanced in life, 
who ascended the throne and reigned with^ 
out opposition for the space- of twenty*- 
seven years. Dui*ing these events Theo- 
doric, king of the Ostrogoths, governed 
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Italy with, humanity and discfetion> and 
maintained a strict alliance with the ejn- 
peror Zeno^ so that th^ empire began to 
recover from the state of depression to which 
it had been reduced by a series of destruc- 
tive contests. It has been^ remarked that 
there are few evils unaccompanied by au 
antidote^ and although the first incursions 
of the German nations were attended with 
the usual miseries of hostile invasion^ yet 
it cannot be denied that their settlement in 
Gaul and Italy was ultimately productive of 
considerable benefit to those countries. 

To illustrate this position : the Germans 
were more moral than the Romans^ theijc 
system of gpvernment more pure and sinir 
ple^ and the people were consequently more ' 
attached to it. > Under their reign^ a degree 
of liberty unknown to the Romans^ was 
enjoyed by the nation^ for it was the custom 
of their kings to take the opinion of their 
subjects on all questions of national import- 
ance^ in general assemblies convened for the 
purpose of such deliberations, and the bi^ 
shops, at the same time, had the privilege of 
representing the spiritual powers and voting 
in these conventions. As the Germans eir 
ther were averse to trade, or unacquainted 
with its operations, they left the cities 
and towns, which were gained by force, of 



' ftrms^ or became subject to them by uie 
right of conquest^ to the exercise of theiir 
original laws, and without confining or 
reroovmgtfae inhabitants, merely appointed 
oflEkers or Counts to keep them in subordi- 
Mition. The ^tors remained in the field, 
)Mid were contented with the allotment t6 
^ach warrior of a portion of the hostile dis^ 
triets> adequate to the services he had per- 
formed or migfht be^ required to execute : a 
^system from which the |>enetrating mind 
'Will readily deduce the principle of feudal 
tenures. 
A. D. 518. On the =death of Anastatius, Justin, by 
^ "iNTth a Dacian, and by occupation a pea- 
sant, but who afterwards exchanged the 
sickle . for the sword, aiul became com^ 
mander of the guards at Constantinople, 
ascended the imperial throne. His reign 
continued for the space of nine years^ dur- 
ing which the annals of the east were not 
distinguished by any remarkable events 
Clovis, king 6f the Franks, had taken pos- 
session of Gaul, from which the Romans 
4? ere unable to remove him ; Theodorie, 
J^ing of the Ostrogoths, governed Italy and 
Spain, and the Vandals were too firmly 
^tablished in- Africa by their alliance with 
4Jbe latter, to induce the emperor, who was 
advanced in years and averse to war, to 
make any efibrt to dispossess them. 
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* TKe decease ^ of Jiii*in, ky^ertr, ^veA.D. 537. 
birth toa*iiew sftra/ and the warlike spirit*'"''**^ 
of aoekmt^oi^e again ishonefoMh for tiib 

s^iace 4>f thirty-eight '^ears^ m* the Ticteries 

<of hii^ %ephe w^ afnd sttccfessor^ the rofiown^ 

f^tifnism. Tbifi^ 6Ri{ieror Jit (be peiiod^f 

Us^iiiiek's dealh^^Mnas comtnaiider ef'the 

*^guard9/ and was tahled4o the imperial di^- 

-tAiy by the unanitiii^iHr choice of the army^ 

-mtd with the isimultaneous ' assent of the 

^'^eople. The s^^^ndid abilities of Justi--^.. D- b$s. 

-niailr were called into action for the first 

^4itlie aftfer his^ accession^ by a war- Vrhich 

^*fbse in Africa between Hilderic, ' the 

reigning king of the Vandals^ ihen an ally 

of the RoHians^ and* a party^ headed by 

•Atttriafrid/ the *» widow of the preceding 

'%oVdi«ign of ^thkt nation . Hilderic fell in 

'ih^ 0MBict> and JUstinian/ who had^ent'a 

^^fMttii^rOiis army to bis r^slief under the 

t^emmand of * bis celebrated general^ Bell* 

-^iariiiSi^ th%n iUttied bis a^ms against the 

$Eisui^ents. A series of encounters ensued^ 

'fe i^rtiieb the 'ftomans' were uniformly vid- 

* tot^^s. Several of the royalfamily perished 
*4ilf the fidd of battle : the sUhrivors fell into 
^the hands'of the crtnpefor, and were carried 
'ilWay'ta©e*staniinople; where tJiey con- 
^ntfed *o T€^e diirktg *the i-emainder of 
^heir liveeli and thti provinces of Africa were 
^agttitf uiVitisd lothe^ Roman empire. 



' At the ttm6 of Justinian's ac<!essidri ta 

ihe throne, Theodoric was king of the 
Ostrogoths^ and an ally of the Romatis. 

Soon after his decease, his family became 
extinct^ with the exception of his daughter 
Amalasuinth, and she married TlKK>dobat, 
her cousin, who then assumed the reg§,l 
power. Theodobat afterwards caused her 
to be put to deaths and Justinian^ to re- 
yenge this act of cruelty, commenced hos- 
tilities against him, and sent Belisarius 

A. D. 535. with an army into Italy. On this, a de- 
structive war ensued, which continued 
nearly three years, and during that time 

A. D. 536. Theodobat fell by the hands of his own 
soldiers, and Vitiges, an.Ostrogothic gene- 
ral^ who succeeded to the vacant throne, 
was deposed by the Roman commander 
and taken to Constantinople^ where he end- 

A. D.53d»ed his xdays in cafitivity. The conquest 
of Italy, in all probability^ would have 
. been effected at this period, had not Jus- 
tinian been induced by the enemies of BeK- 
sarius, to imagine that it was the intention 
of that general to make himself master of 
the country, and then to raise the standard 
of rebellion against his sovereign. Bat 
with this impression on his mind, the em- 
peror deemed it prudent to remove the 
warrior from the scene of victory, and 
accordingly sent Belisarius into Asia to 
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conduct the war in which he was then 
engajg^ed with Chosroes^ king^ of Persia. 
During the absence of the general, Eraric 
and Hildebald^ iwo barbarian chiefs. 9uc- 
cessively assumed the command of the 
Ostrogoths^ and these having perished by . 
the hands of the people, were succeeded by 
Totilas, an Ostrogothic oflBcer, who bold- -A. D. 640. 
ly made head against the emperor^ defeated 
his tr9bps, and recaptured Rome. Jus*A. D. 54«. 
tinian perceiving that Italy was about t6 
escape his grasp, used every exertion to 
terminate the Persian war, and having 
ultimately succeeded in restoring peace, 
9gain invented Belisarius with the com^ 
mand of the troops in the west A desql* 
tory \var ensued, which continued several 
years with varied success: Totilas con- 
tending for. the preservation of his power^ 
and Belisarius being left to conduct his 
military operations without adequate sup- 
plies: a circumstance attributable, in all 
probability, to the secret jealousy of the 
emperor. At length Belisarius finding it A, D. 540. 
impossible to bring the war to a successful 
conclusion, solicited his recall, which was 
granted, and oq his return to Constanti- 
nople, the Ostrogoths assumed niew cou^ 
rage, established themselves again in Rome, 
and overran Sicily and Sardinia. The A. D. 558. . 
increasing power, of the barbarians alarmed 
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eniperoh ^^^ he sent Nar^es^ then his 
iiiTourite commander^ into Italy, at the 
bead of a \iveU appomted army; hostilities 
Vter6 renewed with increased vigour, and 
after a series of bloody engagements, 

A. D. 562. Totilas was killed iii battle, and thd re< 
mainder of the Goths submitting to their 
conquerors, -were carried away and settled 
in the neighbourhood of Constantinople. 
Narses succeeded to the government of 
Italy; which was conferred on him by the 
emperor as thd reward of his victories, and 
look up his abode at Ravenna, where hie 
cotltinued to administer the affairs of £he 
western empire for fifteen years, at the ek- 

A D. 567.pirati6n of which, Italy was invaded by the 
Lombaids, who occupied it during the 
' space of two ceiituries.' 

The fate of the eastern and western em- 
pire^ may be thus concisely nari*ated. In 

A. D. 774. the eighth century, the 'Lombards were at- 
tacked and subdued by the Franks under 
Charlemagne, their celebrated king. The 
latter nation had previously taken posses- 
felon of Prance and Germany, and it retditied 
the nominal sovereignty of the western 
Btates for a considerable time. At length 
the attention of the Pranks was diverted, 
by domestic commotions, from the aflbirs of 
Italy, and' the popes or bishops of Rome 
taking advantage of their absence, and of 
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the extensive power which superstition 
gave them over the minds of the ignorant 
laity^ gradually acquired the temporal and 
spiritual dominion of the civilized world. 

On the other hand^ the eastern empire 
enfeebled by the perpetual attacks of the 
Persians^ Tartars^ and other Asiatic nations^ 
with difficulty maintained its political as- 
cendancy^ under the government of a race 
of despotic and voluptuous monarchs^ until 
the fifteenth century. At that period^ Con- 
stantinople was stormed and plundered by a. D. 1453. 
Mahomet the Second^ emperor of the Turks^ 
and the reign of the Crescent succeeded 
that of the Cross. 
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THE GOTHS. 



OSTROGOTHA. 
. A.D. tfi 244. 



CNIVA. 

a;d. m 249 



ARIARie. 
A.D. tfi S3S. 



OKBERie/ 

A.D. Hi dS4. 



Here /Ae Nation is dioidedinio OSTROGOTHS and WISIGOTHS. 

FFaMmV— ERMANERIC, king of the OtUogotln. 
A.D. Hi 354. 

WITHERIC. 
A.D. m 376. 

ATHAN ARIC, king of the Wisigoths. 
A.D. ^ 367. 
Died 382. 

rA«a<2oric— ALARIC. 
A.D. fito 395. 



ATUALPH — ^married the princess Pladdia^, davgh- 
A.D. |g 414. ter of the emperor TAAMfo««u». 



SINGERIG. 
a;d. fto 415. 



CONSTANTIUS— -married the princess PUcUSm. 
A.D. ^ 415. 



WISIGOTHIC KINGDOM IN SPAIN. 

WALLIA. 

ji JUmgktm^A JPflByttor— THEOPORIC— Eiwfciit Tktaaimimi^TkBoinirie. 

A.D. tt 480. or ThoriMmund. 



Om DwtgkUr of Tkmda/rie wu married to Hunmaric^ kin^ of the Yandak, and the oth«r 

to R€chiarhu<t king of Suevi. 

THRASIMUND. 
A.D. m 453. 

THEODORIC. 
A.D. m 454. 

utflon'o— EURICUS. 
A.Dr li|,46^ 

Ge»alN>--udfflialaridi;->ALARI€--married T^mmK^IAa, danghier of 
a natural son. a.d. m 464. Theodoric (the Oetrogoth) of Italy. 

GEBAUC. 

THEODdRICj the Ostrogoth, governs as Guardian toAMALARICK, his grandpon. 

AM ALARICK— married Cb<IIi2iff, daughter of Cfooify 
A.0..^||| 590. king of the Franks. 

THEUDIS, or THEUDES, succeeds on failure of the 
A.D. ^ 531. Royal Line. 

V THSUDISCUS. 

A.D. Hi 548. 

AGILA. 
A.D. f|9 549. 



JJnmeWW— ATHANAGiLD—GaiYMiiiiiM. 

A.D. in 549. 

JBriMMAtld married Stgebert, kins of the Franks, and QmUetvinth married 

CAifperic, king of the Franks. 

LIVOA. 
A.D. fgf 567. 

Hermenegild—hEOVlGlLD, brother of JLivoa-^Meccwredus. 

- m 

HermtmfgUd married IngunHs, daughter of Sig^ert^ king of the Franks, 

or of ChUpericj his brother. 

RECCAREDUS, miirried Ingundis. 
A.D. « 586. 



F^ffOa, duke of Cantabria— CHINDASUINTH— TAodeired, duke of Cordova. 

I' — Rodaic, 



WITIZA. 



. RODERIC. 
killed A.D. %Sa 711. 
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THE GOTHS 



CHAP, n- 

Tlejr origin. Dhision of the Nation. 
Bise, progress, and extinction of the 
Wingoihie and Oslrogothic kingdoms, 

m 

% 

THE Goths are supposed by some au* 
thors tohave been the people distinguished 
by the name of Gothones^ i¥ho occupied 
the sea coast of that part of Prussia^ vihich 
lies on the western side of the Vistula^ but 
others assert* that they were originally 
natires of Scandinavia^ or Sweden^ and re-* 
sided in that district of it which is naiqed 
Gothland. At this distance of time it is 
scarcely possible to decide^ with i^ccuracy^ 
which of these opinions is correct^ but it is 
a task infinitely more difficult to q^scertain 
under what particular diyision of barba- 
rians they are to be classed^ for at the 
period in which they became known to t)ie 
Romans^ their local situfition was amougst 
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the German tribes^ but their manners and 
customs were evidently those of the Sar- 
malians. Judging by the latter cireum- 
stance, and adding to it the received opi- 
nions of emnieat; fUj^thMf) it must be as- 
sumed that the Goths were Sarmatians by 
extraction^ and afterwards became divided 
by time or chanc^, ' Into distinct nations, 
known by the names of Ostrogoths and 
Wisigotha. Vitf^ii^' thd subject in this 
light, it is. immaterial to enquire whether 
tbe Oothi merely q'uilfed P<^d. orote^d 
^ Yistulft. and dtablisbed thcfnaeMs ia 
CrenufU^, cA* |)ia^Bed fittfii the nMtfamn^brea 
of Russia in Europe, into Sweden, and 
^e^Tvtird^ vigited tjie cpftstg -cf^Pruwifi by 
the: '<}^>%0^V*8 . iiayigationL ^of ,tbe. &.9lti^. 
rCertatt) it is. that-the Gothic ..trJl)Qs..iiP 
' time, became ^mincti^tly cele- 
iV^ngst the barbarous , iwtio.ns by 
a,ry prowess, their numbers an,d 
. -of their coqquests. 
the. forests oi Prussia ceased to 
commodation to their increasing 
fi, the Gpths following the course 
tula, descended towards the ea^- 
ern part cf thetloman eropire, and desp- 
lated the rich districts of. Thrace. It wps 
in vail) that famine, pestilence, and th^ 
siyor^of the Itomans.. reduced their ranli^, 
^nd .s>yept. them Jfrpip the surbce .of^tfee 



issuf ^/m thai inexhtuislibjli^ fountain Ja^ad, 
th/^ic 99iive svipQcU, iiU the rast :t,onrent ex- 
pftufded its^ liviiig W4tjei9 over the lei^ile 
ptfdns of Itely. JBMt the .pojitjical^ ^u%Uy 
with, .the ^atund^ cc^isitjitutiop^ /r^qw^y 
C9m€;9 withh) jt. the speeds of 4l!*audjutiofi\, 
ai)d thus it was with the Golihic .Qatio]|. 
Fxpm tlie period of their. arriy/i| ^^ ^ 
£U)nuu^ territories^ th^se .bajrbari^qs s^fs^- 
ruted iuto two divi^iops^ and were di^U^- 
gp^shed^ ^ basbep^^dhaeiuly gi^ntipped, by 
i^e pam^ of Wifiiigotti^ a«d .05trQgf>ths,: 
tff m8synaQy,]||o^s,with western w^ casjtci^ 
Qoths. The former passed through ibfi 
imp&n$\ ^omim€»fi9 into Spaio» ,whece they 
fp^unded the WisigothicJ^iiigdom^ which 
aiisted till the tms^ mth pentfLvy of the 
C|^rJ^ti^^;l. aex^^ when it was destroyed by 
Ufe Arabjjaus. Thp Ostrogoth^ settled i|i 
Ijt^ly^ JMfid remaiped the virtual^ though nof. 
'the nominal^ meters pf that x^untry for one 
hundred . yeans, ajt the expi][ation/)f which 
tkfuy vwe^e ^I^ued by Nars^s^ a Bomap 
gfinoral^in the reign of the emperor , Just] - 
ni»n* , , 

The Goths are. mentioned ^by naiife^ in 
l^istory^ for the first, tim^ at the cpmmenoQ- . 
iQf^t of the third century^ when they n^ade A. D. 213 
a^ .. attack on , the Ropoian provinces^ in 
c^juQcUou with,, the Catti^ inhabitaii^ 
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of Ca«9el^ who coimnenced their incur- 
sions in the reign of Aurelius^ and after^^ 
wards introduced the Goths into the Roman 
dominions. This inroad was repelled by 
the emperor Caracalla^ who defeated the 
invaders with great slaughter^ and wonld 
probably have exacted severe retribution, 
had not the domestic dissentions of the 
Romans demanded his presence in Itaty^ 
and induced him to enter into a treaty of 
A.D. 338.peace with them. Fifteen years after this 
event the Goths crossed the Danube^ and 
spread their multitudes over M^sia^ (Servia 
and Bulgaria.) It happened that the 
younger Gordian was then engaged in war 
with the Persians^ and on his route into 
Asia Minor, he attacked the barbarians, 
and drove them out of the province with 
severe loss. The consequences of this de- 
Teat deterred them for a few years from 
invading the empire, but during the reign 
A. D, «44.of Philip, their king Ostrogotha uniting his 
OiirQgQiha.j^^Qp\Q ^jt^ the Scythian tribes resident 

in the south of Russia, ugain crossed: the 
Danube, and laid siege to Marcianopolis^ 
now Marcenopoli, a city in Bulgaria; near 
the Black Sea, or, as others will have it, 
though without the slightest regard to 
locality, Breslaw, in Silesia. The arriritl, 
however, of the Roman army, compelled 
them to desist froth th^ir enterprtze, and 
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after 9om^ negc^ditftion, they were ' lAd wed 
to retrace (heir steps on receipt of a con-^ 
sidemble sum of money. . In a few years A. D. 349. 
Ostrogdtha diedy and Cniva, his diiccessor, ^'*^* 
bumihg with ardour to distitigiiii^ himself 
as a waf rior^ took the fields and advancing 
to the ibrmer scene of action^ commenced 
hofM:itities against the Romans. The war . 
was continued for some time with varied . 
successybut the result was unfavourable to 
the Romans: the invaders concentrated 
their forces it) Msdm^y and falling on their 
<^ponents«.put them to the rout^ andthe 
emperor Decius> who had headed th^ 
troops^ lost his life in the engagement. 
' After this disaster^ the Romans despairing A. D. 351 . 
of making any effectual resistance to the 
barbarians^ ent^ed into a treaty with 
them^ and s^pealing to their .avarice by 
the offer of an ample donation in the shape 
of ransom^ purchased their alliance aad re- 
treat. 

In the successive reigns of uEmilianus a. Hi. 3M 
and Valerian, war again broke out between ^^ ^^^ 
the. Goths and Romans^ which continued for 
the space of two years^ and ^terminated in 
the barbarians being driven lacross tlie 
Danube by Gallienus^ son of Valerian, and 
Posthumus, a distinguished officer in the 
Roman seryiGe, to whom he had entrusted 
' the conduct of the war. It was^ however^ 
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impoiwble to exUngiufihlbe vestleS&nP^'i^ 
of thi» entetprmag nation ; after aa k^ 
- terval of 'tranquiUUy^ «itffici[|9t to enaUe 
tbem to recruit dbeir shattered CorceB, tbejr 
again had recourse to arms, biurst into.tbp 
plains of Thrab^/ forced 4ieir way iotp 
Gfeeee, and ravi^d lhe^H>iiQtry a^far ap 
Jkthene^ vfhid^ they saclied and. partialiy 
destroyed; Allnred by the ey^piectation of 
additional plmadfir^ and ea^nraged by tbip 
faint'imatanoe;, or perhaps paasiFe wbfuls- 
siob of the terrified iiihdi)Haiits of the d«- 
trids Uiey bad mvaged, the Jung of the bae- 
faarianp tod his countrymen into Asia }imo^, 
penetrated as far as Ephesus^aoid destroyed 
the eelefarated teosple of Diaoa* Bi)t tbeir 
homeward aia^b bore resemblance jto tjbo 
disorderiy ^f etreat of a defeated anpyi ^rathor 
than to the steady pr ogvess of victorious 
troops : incumbered with spoils and delayed 
by a lengthened 4raio of captives^ each 
barbarian was intent on the safe convey- 
ance of his own plunder^ and regardless 
equally of the onders of his chief ^afidrsafety 
of his comrades. Pending these events^ tl^e 
emperor <jaHienus was actively engaged ip 
repressing a rebellion in Gmd, bat the 
danger of the state demanding his imme- 
diate presence, he relinquished the: object 
of his expedition^ &nd led back hi6 anviy 
towards the ea^. No sooner had tbfeG^bs 
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ntiifMA fiwm Aiift into ^rot^; timit the 

^tofiteml' lUl on tbto» pii^ lo tbe 

*i^il|^ md< watpeHimg them to resign ibmr 

' JM^fo^etf :»iHiUi 4nim^ thtdv neross Ifae- Di- 

;Tb<r]ibt6ry of the43atfa^ alUbis period^ 
i^mimm met^y n. i^c^etHion; of xem$ of 
JjMuMer , aiid devastatieii^ for whenever ibe 
Jhwd ofltiwo )ti|4 ^0iieod ^o«i ;tbeir ttiJAiislhe 
.itecoUectio^ of tbeir former disMtferSi they 
recommeBced the work of destraetioi^ ivifii 
redoubled ; s^tAoWf In tbe course of a few 
.y«Wj tl>ey , joisde ftfic^er inrnpiioQ^ into A. D- scr, 
^raeeei, in ^bieh tbey surpiirS^d^ if pom^ 
Jih, tb^ mnm^itk^ coitimil^ted durii^ tbeir 
]>rto|* i)%viMiiot» c^ ibe 9mt» of aikcietit team* 
iog. Tbis 'second outrage -eoovine^d tbe 
^ emperor 4bait it was useless jto pla<^ coiifi- 
d€iace io au ^i;ieBiy lut once so tiear and 
pow^i^Lajpd be tbev^fore marcbed againtt 
tbfi Cpotbf ' with a m^nerous army, and ki 
tbe fuJl d^ertniniUion of bringii^g Uiem to 
. an uneoaditiQiia) ^urreMber. In .pursuaooe 
of this plafi^ be^ contrived .to ca^close them in 
a narrow space^ and then qut off ti^ir ^u^*- 
plies of |>ro¥isi0ii^ hadradsed tlte^n by sud- 
den; ^aad unexpected attaeks/: aad when 
they gave grounds pureed and destroyod 
them >rit)^out merdy* The Gotha were 
thus r^dufced to the necessity of soliciting 
tlie cletneBcy iof their opponents, tmd a tmoe 
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iwhkh if(pere4be abaiulMiMiit by tliei'0tflll|K 
' of all thdr mnqueBte ' cm tt» doii& of ikfe 
0an«be/ Md tine pronriise tha;! tbey wotdd 
forbear^ for the future, to iuTade -tiie pro^ 
. Tioces of the em)[Aire. At this timer the 
major part of the (Jothic tribes wer^ re#- 
dent in Moldavia and Walbchia, and ite 
f emaindiBfr, fattiiier to the eaM, oti th« bunks 
of the river Dim, at its coniluetice with tile 
Bedus MsBotls, or sea of Azof. 
V Some iiAaigine that the WisigothS weie 
the nation who descended into WaUacfhitt, 
^and that the Ostrogoths constituted a sepa- 
irate tribe, were of Tartar extraction, and 
' originally Migrated from the vicinity of 
the Caspian Sea. Thel-e is, however, Iwlt 
slight foundation for the conjecture, afftl 
although it is impt)6s(ible, at this refiiote 
period, front the want of suflScien t informia- 
^ tion on the^ subject, to argue the question 
with success on either side, those historic&l 
facts, the knowledge of which has de- 
• scended to the present day, clearly negativie 
theisupposition. 
A. D. W9i Gn the accesgioii of the emperor Clati* 
rdius^ the Goths Ventured to recommence 
hostilities: with this intent they asseriibiyi 
via vast numbers, passed the Danube, aiM 
, , eommenced their ravages at their usuil 
points of attack, Bosnia and Servia. The 



r; i« imUfitkHi «£ the e^sa^^ ^f hia )..... 
i^i^iemwk immedii^ly took the field 
Agaloat tb!si9j md after defe^twglhem in. % 
iwiaft oi b9iUk)»^ tbe. deJiptU of wkiqh would 
4^bi^ oeUb^r aiHusemept. nor iwt^^ 
piirBUfld .th»B lijrilli jmremittkig diUg^ce 
tiU Ul^.Ji>afbftnan inqltitvdes W€^e nearly. 
ei^fpa|;e(l by the united efibr^9 of. hiiog^r 
4lid. the sw:ord; H^torians estii^ate theii! 
\09^ At^ fiunibers which appear inorf^ible; 
but without giying entire bejpaf to their 
caki^aAiopis^ it is .certajin that, the carnage 
wi^^9i$Kciently. grea^ to prevent the Gotlis 
{qt some time from maJcing any ^serjoos 
attack on the R^mau provinces. . The A. D. 273. 
scaiity annals of the Goths are nearly 
destil^te^ of information^ as &r aa. the 
Romans ajreintfsr^ed^ till -, tj^e ^ commence- 
ment of the fourth century ; in .the ii|terim> 
^ d]if>ute8 arose between the.roying tribes of 
^ejQanni^ Goths and Burgundians^ which .. 
led tp l^ostilities, between those nations^ and 
the time of jlhe coiitending parties was fully 
occupied, in iiMitual reprisal on the persons 
and property of their op{M>aebts. , When 
, tfai; lermination of thes@;diffi3renqe8 enabled 
the Gpljbs ag^in to direct th^ir. attention to 
thf^ Rpoian. provinces^ the emperor Aure- ^ 

Uan dsc^ined it expcidient to sacrifice a por- 
tion> to preserve the residue^ of his domi- 
nions^ aod. .ac<;prd^ngly entered into ^ 
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A. a V4.tf^fjit9Vh them for fhe oMilofiW^DiMii'r 

% the^ terms of thearrfliigiMaent> the^Q^tilfer 
, were permitted to ocea^y tha* dtsMet^ifli^ 
cotijtmctiofi with a ntiinieroiis body of V4Ui>' 
dris> whohad desceiided from the MoMh of 
Oenoftny ia quest of ndw abodes; afid th6 
children of the barbarian chiefil wei^e^d^^ 
Hver«d into the hands of Aureliltn> M ll6^ 
ages for the good conduct of tlii^ wdtiottV 
The emperor also prudently ayailed himstfi^ 
of the opportunity^ and on the one haMd; 
strengthened the aUiance by tile 'iWtef^ 
marriage of their principal women with the 
Roman officers^ and^ on the other^ ^ficMuliI-^ 
ly weakened the power of thte Goths, by 
enlisting multitudes of them into the impe^ 
rial service, and sending them to ^t4sh ih 
the war, ki which he was thfen^ engaged 
with the Persians. . . .; : 

A. D. 3^. ' l>uring the reign of Constanftitie^ iflie 

Jriark. Goths broke the treaty, and under flie Com- 
mand of Ariaric, thteirkingi invaded Thmfeej 
but they were defeated> and Ariatic eotn^ 
pdted to sue forpeaoe and to tiatrender Mt 
son to. the Romans. The Gothic mohaMft 
afterwards made another incnrsioil into Aitf 
states of the empire,- which was equally ntk* 

£r«6«i^. fortunate in Its result, and Geberic, bis 
successor, finding it unafaifing tO'<k>ntiteiie 
hostilities against the Romans, made ^ *war 
butheVandds. That nation imniedititely 
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took the fi6kl, and made head ag^attnafC^tbe 
Ootbs,' hot after dustainlng^ repeated de- 
feats^ their force: i/rasso reduced that Visfti-. 
isar, their king^ ivas under the necessity of 
eTitteatif^g' the aid of, ^ the Romans^ who e^-^ 
tended their protection to him and placed 
the Vandiils in Pannonia^ Thirty years ■ 

irfter the conclusion of this war; the 60^ -A.. D. 364. 
are found engaged^ with their king Erma<^ 
ilaric> in a successful contest- with the . 
Heruli> a people then resident in Prussian 
Pomerania^ and goteirned by Akric^ their 
chief ot'pnnce: the Venedi who dwdt near 
Konigsberg^ and the .^stui^ a tribe situated 
fiirther to the eastof that place. The latter, 
who are especially mentioned as gather^*8 . .*. « 
of amber, were eyidently Prusmans, and 
inhabited the province of Estland^ the in* 
habitants of which, at a more receht periods 
Were denominated £stliMgs or EastHiigs. 
Ermanaric, or Hermanaric^ as he is oeea« 
sioually named, became, by the forttinate 
fesult of this war, soverteign over the giteater 
part of Prussia and Germany, and it will 
appear from subsequent events^ that he 
also maintained his settlements on the 
river Don. 

' It is probable that the division of the a. c. ser. 
Gothic nation happened at this period, iot ^thanaric. 
in the reign of the emperor Valens, the 
Wirigoths are mentioned by name^ as 
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ha^ng crossed the Daxiube under th^ com - 
inimdof Atbanaric, their prince^ oi; leader. 
Their expedition^ however, vyas unsuccess- 
ful, they were attacked by the jElpmaas^ 
defeated with loss^ and reduced to subqnis- 
sion. 

A. D. 37S. About this time the Huns attacked and 
defeated the Alauni, a qation dwelling near 
the Don, and then fell on that branch of 
tlie Goths which had encamped near the 
same river, and inu^t in . future be distin^ 
guished by the name of Ostrogoths. Er- 
inanaric^ their king, took the field agaiqst 
the Huns^ and made a resolute but incffec- 
tual opposition to them, after whifch he 
WHkcrie. died, and was succeeded by his sou^ With- 

^ eric, an infaiit. Alatheus and Saphrax^ 

chiefe of the ; nation, then took charge of 
thepeofde, and led them to the. banks of 
the 'Dneister^ which separates Russia from 
Turkey, and there joined Athanaric, king 
of the Wisigoths^ and awaited the appear- 
ance of the enemy. The Wisigoths» how- 
ever, were seized with a panic on tlie 
approach of the Huns, and conceiving suc- 
cess to be impossible, deserted the banners 
of their sovereign and marched away to 
the. Danube^ headed by Alavivus aud Frtti- 
gernus, two of their generals. There they 
* solicited the protection of the Rcmiaas^ and 
Yalens gave them p^nrmission ; to settle in 
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^\t&t&, 611 ci^tidltioii tkkt th0y slitfttM ap»r^' 
fseiider tlietif arm^ h<if4»re ih^y efd&nei^ the 
Dmilbe, and nssigti the ctHt6dy of fhtiii^ 
eiiiMren. in. the orgeficy 6f the fettotiienf 

, they assented tc/ these ^igor^us* term!?, but 
found xnemsr % offering their money ithd 
eattle as.^teti^tationis to the' kv^^^, and 
their w^men td the lust^ of the. Rittfian 
of&c&t^, who fr«it^ appointed to siiperiiitend 
th.eir f ri|^iisit,i in a^ grea4: m^sur^ 1^ a^bid 
Ibe fulfilinent of them/ The Wisigoths 
eearcely . had passed the rivefi when the 
Ontxoigoths, )«9ho closiely followed their 
$te|is> otade their appearanoe and detriai^d^ 
led skliiktr proteotioii, but tfaii^ waig refiised 
by the eiii|>eror irool moti vb^ of appreheii- 
sibn aa to the future conduct of the ftl|;f- 
tijifea. The Wi»igoth(j^ who bad been aK 
lowed to einter Thrace, were soondnveh 
by^ firtttiii^ and the erueity <»f Lupicrnud 

■' aod j^ximus, * the Roman ^governors of 
thfiUkdistridt, to revolt, aivd the Ostrogoths, 
sriziag a/£ivourabIe eif^rtiimty, eroiiaed 
^dfte i^ver aind uniting their fonce to that of 
tfat Wisigotljfi> atiacked: tite Aoniftn ti^dops 
nehr Matcianopolis and gave them a total 
defeati Lupicinus fe,lling in the action. 
TlJe Huns immediately took advaxitage of 
these dia6ientiotts> joined th^r forces to 
those of the Goths, and iiia(ie m inroad 
into Thcaee> mtAch they i^vaged with lire 
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and fMf (utd. But ihe Romans marclied ta 
the relief of the district^ and fiilting on the 
enemy, put them to the rout and ci^tured 
vast Diunbers of prisoners^ whom they dis* 
tributed, according to their custom^ amongst 
the citifes of Italy. This practice tended 
moteriaUy to accelerate the decline of the 
Roman power^ for it placed enemies around 
the imperial city/ and enabled them to form 
. plans against it, which had the projectors 
, been situated at a distance, neither couM 
bave been conceived nor canried into ope- 
A. D. 378* ration. The Goths Were not disheartened 
by their defeat, but again proceeded to 
attack the Romans : the emperor advanced 
from Constantinople to meet them, and a 
battle ensued near Adrianople, in which the 
barbarians were victorious, and Valens fell 
in the conflict* 

Emboldened by success, the Goths: pro- 
ceeded to attack the city, but were re- 
pulsed : they then directed their march 
towards Constantinople, which .they be- 
fiieged, and the terrified inhabitants would 
hatre surrendered it to the barbarians, had 
not a party of Saracens, who had taken 
r^uge in it on the approach of the invaders, 
resolutely stood on the defensive, and by 
making repeated sallies on the Goths, who 
were gnprepared for a protracted siege, 
harassed and threw them into confusion. 
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It a tmi that tbe barbartaha wm^ffitud 
aiaiin at the ferocity of their new oppo'^ 
neirts, and that their terror arose from the 
circtunstance that in one of their early en^ 
c6untecs> a Saracen having MUed ^ Goth, 
immediately proceeded to satiate his fiiry 
by sucking the blood of his adversary. 

The empire was, at this period, in a 
situation of no ordinary peril : on the east- 
ern 6ide, it was over-run by the Goths an^l 
Huns« and in the west, the Alemanni ■ took 
advantage of the. general confusion to make 
a serious inroad into Gaul. . Fortunately^ 
however, Gratian, who had beea associated 
iathe empire of the west at a very early 
a^^e, and had resided for many, years in 
that country, obsemug. the critical situa- 
tion of affairs, fell on. the enemy in the 
plains of Alsape, drove them. across tbe 
Rbiiie^ and reduced them to sulasttissioii. 
After this victory, he proceeded by rapid 
marches towards Italy, and having, nomi- 
nated Theodosius, a general in the Romaa 
aeicvice, emperor in the east, furnished him 
with troops, and .directed him to expel the 
barbarians from the. Roman territories^ 

It has been already stated that it wa»the 
eu$tom of the Romans to, distribute their 
ca|>tive9 and the children of irtrangers who 
were placed in tjieir hands, as hostages, in 
different provinces of the empire, and there 

F 2 
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Hr^te; at'this.periddj eone&di^rable niia^bers 
of persons of these descriptions in Aski. 
The intelligence of the Gothic war^ as it 
might be reasonably e^tpected^ created an 
unuiiliai decree of anxiety iii their minds^ 
accompanied by wishes for its favourable 
result to tfaeiir countrymeii ; and Julius^ the 
RoikiaAi. general^ apprehending a general 
insurrection> gave secret orders that all the 
Goths in Asia should be massacred on a 
{particular da/^ and his cruel mandate was 
carried into execution without resistance 
on the part of the oppressed^ or remorse on 
that of the oppressor. 
A. D. S8i^ There is a chasm in histcH-y at this time 
which cannot be accurately supplied^ but 
it may be collected that Gratian and Theb- 
ddsius finding it impossible effectually to 
r<%ist the Goths in the field, withdrew theil* 
troops into fortified cities^ and from thetice 
harassed them by frequent excursions. 
The Goths lost incredible numbers by this 
. mode of warfare^ and the death of Fiiti- 
gelnlus^ one of their principal leaders^ ait 
the same period^ occasioned seripus disseti- 
tions amongst the various chiefs^ whc^ were 
> competitors for the vacant post^ and these 
disturbances were not quelled until ti^^ 
blood had been shed by the contending 
parties. In addition to these tr0.ubk»S;^ 
Modar^ a Gothic phief, went over to the 



Rpmans^ »pd by bi$ infQrmntioQ enml>l^ 
them to surprise t)b» taBin army of <h9 
Gothn, Yfbkh vfw QQnuQftu^ntly roatQ^Jl Vfith 
imm^nsiie loss. This acQuoittlatiQn of Mi9^ 
fortune induced AttMtnariQ^ ' the Qothk 
king, to propose terms of peace^ to which 
Theodosius readily acicaded> and on the 
conclusion of the treajty, the barbariaii 
visited Constantinople^ mrhere he was entei^ 
tain ed with suitable magnificenee. B u t the 
journey proved fata) to him; his consiStution 
was undermined by repented excesses, and 
he died frona intoi^icatipb at a banquet, or, 
.a^ $ome will have it^ by means of poison. 

After the decease of Aithanaric^ pumbers a. D. 389« 
of the people remained in Thrace, but 
others retired across the Danube under the 
command of Ala&eus and Saphrax» and. 
wandered on the northern bank of that 
river foi* the spaoe of three years. At the 
conclusion of that period they retunied in 
gremt force under the command of Alatheus, 
their numbers haying incresised not only in 
the ordinary course of population, but by 
the addition of swarms of other barbarians, 
equally restlesa and unsettled, and prepared 
. to invadethe empire. The Romans, how* 
. everj had watched theii* movements atten- 
tively, apd seizing a favourable opportunity 
.attacked ^.nd defeitted them with incredible 
;sl<iughter> before they could concentrate 
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forces or commence hostilities witb 
effect. But the phy^tfeal strength of the 
barbarians was such that the Romans conM 
neither annihilate nor effectually repel 
them^ and Theodosibs at length esta* 
blisbed the Goths in Thrace; as the only 
remedy for the increaisiug evi\, and entiMed 
forty thousand into the Roman service. 
A column is' said to have been erected at 
Constantinople/ on which \vas engraven the 
narrative of a splendid victory obtained by 
Theodosius over the Quadi oii the banks of 
the Danube^ arid the probability is that a 
portion of the barbarian army engaged ih 
the war, consisted of that nation : for the 
Qtiadi, though usually termed GerniantS, 
were Sarmatians equally with the Gotlis. 

A. D. SOT. Towards the close of the fourth centUry^ 
the Christian retigion which began to be 
widely diffused over the continent of Ew- 
rbpCj found its ^ way into Germany and 
Gaul, and Uphildo, a bishop of the former 
country, materially contributed to the dis- 
semination of the gospel by translating it 
into the Gothic language. 

A. IX 3U. During the joint reign of Arcadius,.as 

emperor of the east, and Honcrius of the 

picric, west, Alaric, who became king of the Goths 

oil the death of Athanaric, made an ini^oad 

into Greece, captured Athens^ and laid the 

"ildjacent; Country ^aste, but Stilico, the 
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Roman general intercepted his rietretti^ de- 
feated bis army^ and drove the Goths back 
iliitQ the north. This success produced a 
temporary cessation of hostilities^ but it was 
not of long duration.' 

Gainas and Tribigild^ chiefs in the Gothic 
iservice, attended by many of their country- 
men> paid a visit to Constantinpple^ wheine 
the emperor Arcadius then, reigned^ and 
allured by the splendour of the city and 
^eneoun^ed by the effeminacy of its inha* 
bitants^ boldly aspired to the imperial dig- 
nity^ and declared their intentions at a 
public festival. This event created a se- 
rious disturbance^ but^ fortunately for Ar- 
cadius^ the soldiers and mercenaries in 
Roman pay^ continued unshaken in their 
allegiance^ and evinced their fidelity by 
talilng on the Gothi^ who were cut 1^ 
l^eces^ and Gainas atoned ^t his temerity 
by the loss of his life. Alaric had recruited 
his forces in the intermediate period, and. 
this event again brought him into the field 
accompanied by a cloud of Goths^ with 
whom he ravaged Italy and penetrated as 
far as Rome. . Honorius then resided in the 
city of Milaut but being unprepared to 
defied it against the invaders^ fled to Poir 
lentia with his treasures^ and Alaric^ .tempted 
hy^ the prospect 6f a golden harvest^ imm^^r 
diateiy followed him* It happ.^ned ojpfpof^ 
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timely Uat th^ emperor tbat ^tilioo ^m tt 
hand^ and that gen^r^l l<wt iH>Jt:a9 itKstan^ 
ia marchings to the relief of his soyereigit 
yrh<Hn he found besieged within the waUs 
of Pollentia^ and defended oQly by a fevr 
ihitbful adhierentd* On the arrival of the 
Roman oo«imandei:j he made prppen 410^ 
pofiitiops for wTKttinding the Qoths^ aii4 
the Ifttter^ ap[urehen«iye pf being heinD^d 
in between the Roman army and the townu 
made a furious attack on their . opptmenls^ 
which tmninated irt thie total deifeat of the 
barbariansi. The remnant of the Gothic 
fiigitivea. fled from the scerie of action to 
Verona^ where tjiey were tallied by Alarie^ 
and beinff re-*inforced by additional. bodieB 
of tfaekr country men, awaited the; assanll of 
Stilico. Nor did. be dtsappoant' ihetr isn* 
pectalicms} having raised the si^^ of 
PoUentia aiid set his myal master at liberty, 
be conducted him to Ravenna, (to wiiich 
city, on- account of its better seoiiEity, 
Houorius determined to reBiovd the aeat 
of government,) and. then led his Tictorioiis 
troops against the Gdiths^ whom he over- 
threw in a groit battle, and destroyed asuch 
imtnense numbeis that Aliuie wjastimaiiie 
for six years, to undertake any act of 
a^reasion. against the Roman lenitories. 
Several tribes of Yandals and. Germans, who 
were amnng^ the Goths, iufiered . scir^^Kly 
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in Hie ac^ott and ^ere driven init of Ifalfr : 
tbey tiken mad^ an attack pii Franee^ in 
w^h ttuey were^fi^at^ '^Hb giaat slaugh* 
tisr^ aad tbenewQanl: ;of ibe Yandab ui^r 
mat^I^ foro^ tbcar way into Spain> and 
attabUsbed tbemsely^ in ibat comitrf . 

On the daoMse^ of Aicadivi^, tbecouriiere A. D. 408. 
of'H6noriw, etavi(>ii9 of tbe popularity! irad 
miUtary fame of dtilico^ diargdd him with 
dwiffaetton to th^' govornmatit^ aiid tb4 
oHDpercr giving ered^^ee to tbwatec^iortfi^ 
Mwed^ CHNler^ for tbe dQ9tnic|i<H[i : of tba 
meritorious oiBcfer, to wbom he tvas in'* 
d^btad for tha recant pres^rration of jtis 
tbrpoa. But (^19 act of injuMtce did not 
a^oape iirUb inqnitiuty ; AJario again poiined 
hijs U»Qf» into ItiUy and laid mige to Rome; 
and aa the army wraadlestitttte of any leader 
ocmipetent to direol; its opemtions with 
•43fieQt> the empeiw waa obligiod to piirr 
(Qhaae thd retreat of t&e Goths by payment 
of atvaat sum of money: Eren this ax^ 
pedieilt was but of rt^ht avaii; for Aiarie 
4»lu|:iied in the fellomog year, took posses- 
sion ef the city^ and having permitted his 
acddiors to plunder at discretion^ raised 
AtAidns> a Roman pmfisct, to the rank of 
Qovcmor^ ^nd then retired to i the north of 
Italy. The seventy of the Gothic leader 
may ba^atteibuted pruMspatiy to an act of un- 
'Asnrantefale ci^aeUy committed by^Honorinti 
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M ibe firsi mtelUgence of the apprdad^ ^f . 
Ibe enemy. It was the pdUt^y of the Roman 
govemnient on all oecaidoAfii^ to take host^ 
ages frdm the barliariafis with' whom tfaey 
entered into treaties of alliance^ and these 
pledges of public faiths together with the 
prisoners taken in actimi^ were^ as it has 
been already mentioned^ distributed ior 
safe custody amongst* the cities of Italy. 
Honorius^ sensible of the danger of p^-^ 
mitting these disaffected moUitud^ to i^ 
main in the rear^ at the time when be wa» 
assailed in the front by hostile armies of 
the same nation^ was persuaded to put 
them to death, and the order being carried 
into execution without delay^ thousands of 
Goth^ perished in the general massacM> 
and the barbal?ian troops in the Roman 
service^ irritated at this outrage on huma^ 
nity^ deserted in crowds to the camp of tbe 
enemy, fiut the misfortunes of Rome did 
not here terminate^ nor was the measure of 
lier calamity eomptetdy filled. Attalus^ in 
4be administration of the publie afibirs^ Ub- 
ibt*tunat«ly gave imibrage to Alaric» who 
descended for the third time towards Rome, 
mad the inhabitants, overrrating their means 
of defence and dreading the fury of the 
GbthSj inconsiderately set hsm at defiance 
and prepared to. defend their waUs. But 
^Ike effi^mkiate s|Mirit of tlie degenemte 



ilomiins ivas iU*quall6eJ fo slrug^gle wHk 
the hardy genius of' the hivader. iRome 
Tvas stormed and plutidered ; her chief men 
artd their children fell- a prey to the fiiry; 
and the women to the lust, of the be^^iegerst 
her poorer inhabitants were annihilated 
without distinctibn of agfe or sex; heir 
sjplendid edifices were devoted to the flames : 
her treasures ransacked, and the mistress of 
the world, weltering in her blood, satik ait 
the feet of the barbarian. 

A her these events, Alartc {banned the A. D. 414. 
conquest of Sicily, but was arrested in his ^'*'^*' 
career by the hand of death before hexouH 
carry his ambitious projects into execu- 
tion, and Atuaiph, or Adolphus, hfisbro^ 
thef-itii'law, became king o( the GroAsi 
Alari<! left a son, named Theodoric, whoi 
at a subsequent period^ assumed the reins 
of government, and though there is not any 
reason assigned for his temporary exclusion 
from the throne on the death of his father^ 
the probability is that h^ was too young 
And inexperienced at that time to assume 
the command of his resttess and warKke 
people. On his accession^ Atuaiph married 
the princess Plaeidia^ daughter of the em* 
peror Theodosiusy an event which united 
him to the Roman interests, miA the first 
'proof given of his attachment to th»t cause 
was the cireumstamsie erf hismarcKng iqto 
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QmA to aitack JoTiniit^ who had iMttiiie4 
ibe iiaperial dignity in that proviqpe. h\ 
^l» ^pedition the Gothic king was sue-* 
cesafiil^ and having . reduced JFoyinus to 
subfnifttioo, he proceeded to Spain and 
waa assassinated at Barcelona^, by Singeric^ 
% Hun^ to whoin he had coi[ifided the chacge 
of par t of his troQp9) and whose mbitioa 
A. D. 415. ^a3 gratified by succeeding to the com* 
tngerfc. ^^^ ^f ^ Goths, Atualph^ it is said^ 

resided principally aV Narbonne^ a ci^ 
near- the western shore of the Gulf of 
Lyons, and this conjecture is founded oq 
ike &ct that when the Franks ip the sixth 
ficntury^t took posses8io^ of that plape^ they 
discovered a quantity of cups^ chalices^ 
aad other royal paraphernalia belonging to 
him. ' The viUainy of Singeuc in destroy* 
ing his benefactor, did not escape obfiecr 
valion but speedily received the punish- 
ment it deserved, Con^tantius^ a Roioaipi 
generaU married the princess Plaqidi% 
widow of Atualph^ and having be^ pecv- 
.mi^ted bj Honorius to participate in the 
tSpvereign powe?^ set his ar^ny in motioii 
.against the a3sassin> who fell, in hi§ turi^, 
by. tbe^ aword, of one of his adherents. 
ira/lrVi.,WaUia, a Gothic chiet then assumed the 
;commipd of the natiop^ with jthe concmv 
renee .^f the Hopians, aad marching into 
iSpain^ deiealfd tlieyaiit^s^ ^bo jbad taken 
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op' dieir abode tiiare, in sevmi' batilM. 
l^e victoiioiis Goths proceeded to bcciipef 
the nortii of Spain and the south of Pmnoe^ 
and thus laid the foundations, of the Wisi- 
gothic kingdom, of which Toulouse became 
the capital and the residence of Wallw. 
Numbens of the Alauui who had emigmted A. D. 420. 
from the Vicinity of the Black Sea, and of ^^,"2^ 
the Silingi, a people of Vandal origin, had Spain. 
found their way, 0* an earlier period, into 
Spaio^ and when the Vandals, who arrived 
next in suGcesMon, were oppressed by tlie 
Wisigoths, they> in turn, encroached on 
the possessions of the Alanni and Silingl, , 
and drove them into the interior of the 
country. 

On tiie death of Wallia, Theodoric, son Theadark. 
of Alaric, became king of the nation, and 
renewecl the war against the Vandals, tod 
compelled them to retire to a greater diisi- 
tancc from the frontiers, onvwhieh the latter 
again fell on the Alauni and Silingi and 
nearly annihilated them . Tlie nhimate fate 
of these tribes is uncertain, but it is, pro- 
bable that the remnant of. the Silingi was 
kb^orbed by the Vandals^ and that th« 
Alauni withdrew into Catalonia, and \trben 
that pmvince v»as afterwards seized by the 
Goths, became lost amongst their con- * '* 
4q[Uerors. This conjecture is heightened by 
the citcumstance l^t the words Catakum 
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or Ooiifiliiimt^ nairies^ given to tb^ anfciait 
hihfibitadts of Oatalortia^ are evidently eoik- 
pounded of the appellatives of each nuticni^ 
Gothus and Maunu9. 

A. D. 428. A few yeahi after these eventsj the' Van- 
dals were sotietted by Boui&ce^ a Rjomaa 
general; who was at variance with his courts 
to pass into Africa, an invitation wfaick 
they readily accepted, and resigned their 
possessions in Spain to the Wisigothi. 

4. D. 44i. At this pefibd , t he Goths formed ah 
alliance with the Burgundians, who had 
descended froin their native country to the 
southern districts of France^ and jojmng 
thfit nation^ laid siege to Narbonue, bt£t 
they were attacked by iCtius^ who comr 
manded the Romans^ and. repulsed with 
groat loss^ whilst their new allies escaped 
destruction by rearing into the mountains 
of Savoy. The presence of ^tius being 
required at Rome^ he entrusted the com- 
mand of the army to (iitorius^ one of his 
officers^ and the latter having rashly be^ 
sieged Toulouse, the residence of Theo- 
dprlc, was defeated by the Gothic monarchy 
ooid' would have been cut off entirely with 
bis troops^ had not ^tius opportunely re«: 
turned and succeeded in majking peace* ')■ 

A. D. 450. This year was rendered memorable in 
consequence of the invasaun of Gaul by the 
HnifSj ^ which was occasioned principally by 
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t'vra dangfatere^ o^e of whom, married Ete-4 
cbiamts^ king <)f the Suevi, and the other: 
n^s i^aneed to Hurinoric; son of Qemem^^ 
king of the Vandals. Undi^ the mfemotis 
pretence 4hat Ae was forming a conspiracy 
again^ fahn^ Oenseric depriyed his daiighter 
in^'laur of her nose and ears^ and sent her in* 
that motilated state to Tfaeodoric, . who im^ 
mediateTy took up arms against: hhn^^ and^ 
aided by the Romans^ prepared to avenge 
the crime by the destruction of the Yai^al 
king. Genseric^ conscious of his inabihty 
tD^ resist the united forces of the Goths and 
Romanfiy had reeourse to stnttagem and 
pfevailed . on Attila , king of the « liuns^ who 
wai^ then in ltaly> to invade Uiesoutb^n 
parts of.Gao)^ in consequence of which 
T%eodl(^c had only the alternative to forego 
bi4 f^'on^ge or abandon his dominions to 
the^ineiicy of the invaders. 
:^:)Attila fell with unrelenting fiiry on the 
.foiie^ ^provinces of Gaul : . consign^ the 
city of Metz with others of inferior note, to _ 

the flames; and^ besieged ;Oi4eans>\ which 
would have feUen into his. possession, had 
nc^ the Ooths and Romans hastened to its 
relid^. - A. desperate encounter took ptacc 
between the Huns and their opponents near 
the town of Chalons^sur Marae, in which Av.(^.4Ap. 
' Attila w,aa totally ^e(feated> .but the : victory^ ^ 
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tras pimlMM|a&* dearly on Ihe'inmrt ^ifae 
bIUm^ Tbmnlaiw being killed kt UieilwMri 
DdfHPessed ky. this reveese of fottmm, Ab 
Huos were compeUed to sioUcit a>c6iidataaii 
of faofiAilitiatii jUid to aanifce ;>eac6 with tibi 
ii(mians> and yettfaeir turbtiieat disposUifiii 
ugain displayed. it«df before tlie cohciwion 

A> D. 453.||f tbe year J by another incursion .iato42iul« 
nsmun Iq^ ^jj|^ tji^^jiif0|.^.|.epeUe,j by Thoriflmiflid 

Thrasimuntj^oe .Thra^ioiund, king . of the Wktgbth^^ 
ii«ho had succeeded to thethiroiifi of.TJbdOt 
dodc, hia £BLthef^ and driven baak iaio 
Italy. . 

A. D. 454. In the : enaaing year, Pt*ro»iug Maniomg^ 
Ihe reigning emperor^ having i^een put to 
^dli«th>. Avitu8> mi^iaiter militum, ot oomr 
sOMkadei^ in duef of the Rofiaan troofia> ^tm 
jupiported by the Goths^ ai^d fdkeA to. the 
imperiai dignity in the wcM ; an eireit 
air hkh affords a. Qonviodbog prciof jo#: ih^ 
beight, which the power of thie WJsigotiiiP 
nation had then .attained. Thorhmuod did 
not t long Burvive hid victory oy& AMilft, 



TAeoc/onc; being aBsaesaiaated by 1]^ brolher 

dbrie^ wboittitifiediately ascended the thrate 
and engaged in a Uoody war itritih the 
Sueti, who were theu in Spain, headed by 
th^ir ki«g/ Rechiarius^ in wbkh'he nej^istfr 
annihilated their army. . ^ ^ 

A< m 4^ Aftei* a reign of ^gbt y^ata, Tbeod«iife 
Burieus,^^^ killed by his brother, Baricaa, and.the 
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better /governed the Wisig^th» for fhi^ 
period of twenty-two years, during which 
iie extended his dominions in Cfaul from 
Tbulonse to the riv^r* Loire, and captured 
tibe city of MffiTseilles in the south ofFrance^ 
and the towns of Saragossa and Pampelana 
in Spain. The Suevi, who inhabited the hortli 
of iSpaIn and of Portugal, were occupied 
^r several years in contests amongist them- 
selves fbr the sovereign power i the prin- 
cipal competitors were Fratan, Masdras, 
Framarius, and Remismund, and the pro- 
gress of their dissentions . was marked by 
t4ie plunder of Oporto mid Lisbon. As 
there has not yet been given any detailed 
account of the rise and progress of these 
barbarians, it may be as well to mention 
that their original establishment was in 
linsatia, a district of Upper Saxony, from 
whence they emigrated into Spain, and in 
the. course of their descent from their na- 
tive fe^fests towards the south, drew with 
them many scattered tribes of Marcomanni^ 
Alemanni, and other German nations^ who 
•lure frequently confounded with them under 
the general denomination of Snevi. 

Ou the death of Euricus, Alaric, his son, A. O. 484. 
sUi^eeded to the throne, and employed the -^'^'^* 
early part of his reign in completing and 
Revising a code of laws, which had been 
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p$rii9iij compiled by hisv&ther^ ^tid the 
Wisigothic kingdom^ theu distinguish^ 
by the name of Gothia^ became subject^ 
for the first tjime, to writteu ordinapcei^ 
Alaric married Thiei|digotha> daughter of 
Theodprio^ king, of the Ostrogoth3j at that 
time. virtually king of Italy, by ¥^bom he 
had one soo^ Aqj^larick: he also left,i). 
natural son^ n^med Gesalic^ whose transient 
appearaucQ on the stage of public life scarce- 
ly deserves notice. 

A. D. 400. Abput this period^ CloviS:» the celebrated 
' Ipng of the Franks^ began to make, incur- 
j^ions into that part of the Wisigothic 4o- 
minions situated in the south of Fca^/cp^ 
and a war ensued^ whiph continue^ seyeiral 
years and. ended in the death of Alaric^ who 
,wa$ killed in battl^^ aad the conqy^est by 

A. D. 507.Clovis of alL the cpuotry as far as Bouc- 
deaux. 

The probability is^ that the. greatei; pai^t 
of the kingdom would have fallen inj^ the 

Spwer of the conqueror^ had Diot Theor 
oric^ king of the Ostrogoths^ bqcowte 
^alarmed for the safety of his own i/QFtitqrwf^ 
and marched out of Italy at the h^ad of a 
considerable force^ to interrupt his. vic- 
torious career. . The contondiqg arn^es 
met at Arles^ a city near the i^outh of the 
Rhone> and a fprious engagement en;sued^ 
in which Clovis and h^ Franks experienced 
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ja Hereee^ef^i, atnd w^re compelled^ to itf- 
tmcre thefr steps. 

This Gothf^ destitute of a leader, raised 
Oess^e> the eldest son of Aiaric, to the^"o'«^' 
tbtphe^' htxt he was deposed by Tlieodoric, 
the Ostrd^th^ who placed the crown on 
tbe llead> of bis infant grandson/ Atnalarick^ 
aiid imUhc ehiiracter of his guardian, pro* 
teeted' ht^ dominions from the inroads of the 
Pir^nks during his minority. 

At> the death of Theodoric^ Amalariek A. D. 530. 
aifi^med the reins of government, and pru- 
dently cocitriicfed anallianee witiv his for- 
imdabte weigh hours, by ngfarrying Clotildis, 
daui^btet- ^f Cioris, and thus ensued safety 
itndi tranqaiHity to his subjects. Amalariek 
was afterwards killed, birt whether by acei- A. D. 531. 
debt &t design is not knbwn, and Theudis, '^^^^^^ 
the lieut^naint' or principal commander of 
the Wisigofh«, seized the crowii on failure of 
the royal line. After a lapse of some years A. D. 548. 
he was opposed by Theudiscus, another ^^^"*^^'* 
leader of the same nation, and a tumult 
arose, in which Tlieudis was slain and 
Tbeudisc6s immediately proclaimed king 
in bis stead. But the ferment thiis excited^^ 
■Was not easily allayed, and the attractions 
of royalty, to which there was not any chief 
then eiftitled by descent or usage, induced 
other competitors to enter the field, a- 
Ilioiig^'Whom the principal were Agila and 
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Atbanagild. These princes^ or tioimiittiid^' 
A. D. 549. ers, disputed the possession of the throne 
"^^ ' with Tbeudiscus^ and having succeeded in 
deposings him after a short contest, in whicb 
he lost his newly acquired honours and his 
life^ turned their arms against each other, 
and fortune . favouring the cause of Atha* 
nagild^ he ascended the throne. In the 
mid$t of these contentions, the Franks, no 
' longer united to the Wisigoths by the ties 
. of family compact, availed themselves of 
the oppohunity afforded by the unprotected 
state of their country, and led by Childe^ 
bert and Clotarius, seized on Gascony, an 
extensive tract between the river Garonne 
and the Pyrenees^ which they wrested from 
the feeble hands of the Wisigoths* A tem- 
porary suspension of hostilities succeeded 
these events, overtures for peace were 
made^ and the negociation terminated in 
the marriages of Sigebert and Chilperic, 
the son,s of Clotarius, with Brunehildand 
Gaiiesuinth, daughters of the Wisigothic 
king:. 
A. D. 567. On the death of Atbanagild, Livoa, and 
LeovigiU.^^^^S}^^* his brother, chiefs of the same 
nation, successively assumed the sovereign 
power, and reigned without molestation> 
till Hermanegild, son of the latter monarch, 
having ; espoused Ingundis, daughter of 
Sigebert and Brunebild, or, a9 others insi3t» 
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of C/iritperic and Gailesuinth^ became a 

convert to the tenets of the orthodox 

church, rebelled against his father, who 

adhered to the doctrine^ of Arius, and threw 

the kingdom into confusion. A civil war 

endued/ whi(;h was carried with the greatest 

animosity for several years: the "Pranks, 

Suevi, and Romans, alternately assisting 

the prince, in the character of allies ; but 

at length Hermanegild experiienced a fatal " 

reverse of fortune and fell into the hands 

of his incensed parent, by whom he was 

immediately put to death. 

• Having thus delivered his kingdom from A, P. 685. 

the scourge of war, Leovigild determined 

to take revenge on the Suevi, who had ma^ 

terially contributed to the transient suc^ 

cesses of his son : he therefore attacked 

them with all his-troops, gave them a signal 

defeat, seized and imprisoned their king 

Audeca, and united their territories to his 

own. 

' ^ The Wisigothib monarch did not long A. D. 586. 

survive the restoration oi' peace, and at his *^"^^''*^^"*' 

death, R^ccaredus, his second son, ascended 

.the throve and married Ingundis, by whom 

the was converted to the orthodox faith, and 

^assumed the titles of Cathoiicus and Chris- 

ttmnissimus. The Wisigothic kings had, 

-tfll this period, professed the faith of Arius^ 

4iii4 it ^ to be regretted that the first adorer 



of theTruiHy shouW bltve draMTAiii^^v^i^' 
of persecution agftiiist thpse cttho yli^^aqted^ 
fronj his religious opinions, CeHtin^ feoW-; 
eveiv it is^ 'ha* the Jew9/of whom CQii-> 
siderable numbers were resident in S{)aiii^ 
having been trans^rt^^ it is «iaid> by the 
emperor Adria-n from Jud^a^ were aever^y 
persecuted and many of tbpm cgimpelleA 
reluctantly to profess Christianity. ^ 

CAincto- On the decease of Reocaredua^ Chinda-t 

*"* *suinth became sovereign of the , Wisigoths, 

and died in a. few years, leaving two diil^ 

dren in their minprity^ Faviia, lafterwarda 

Duke of Cantabri^., and Theudejft'cd, who 

became Duke oF Cordova, As i}xe sons of 

the deceased monarch were incompetent, 

on aiccount of their youths to assume thd 

Entco. reins of government^ Enico, a Wisigoilqo 

chief, ascended the throne, and subsei- 

quently bequeathed the royal power to 

Witiza.]^x^ son Witlza, who, with the view of sc^- 

curing the uninterrupted possession of the 

crown, caused Favila anid Theudefred to 

be put to death. But the murderer did not 

escape with impunity : Rodetic, son of 

Theudefred, on hi9 firrival at manhood, 

excited a rebellion a^in$t him, and put thfe 

42o(^ric. usurper to death. Koderic then filled the 
jacaut throne, aad governed the people 
several ypar? without molefitation by fo- 
reign or dom^tifi ewmi^ This monaBch 



i«<Hiteb»atied ifitiiiiory f(>F the ^pletldMit of 
faisnnnfiliteipy aebi^metal9», the ^mceftitees^ 
ofblB peilkm^ 9M tibe benevolei^t^ olT h!s 
«K8pes^ioh ; bUt - Ihb indulgence of tkn- 
bfidled pa^ssSmis leA \kim to d^hi6tiot^; 
wA hastened the tMs^oliition of Ithe Wis!- 
gothic kingdom. Roderic became ena* 
moured with the daughter of Count Julian, 
who ranked amongst the chief of his stib- 
jects^ and found nf^eans^ by force or pfelr- 
amision^ to violate her persdh and stamp 
disgrace on her Esither'^ hame. 

The anger df the irritated parent was ih* 
capable of being ^peas^d by any oth^r 
siK^rifice than the life of the ofibnder : in 
conjunction with the sons of Witfea, h6 
raised the standard of revolt and ihvited 
the Saracens^ who had overruti MauHtania^ 
to make an incursion into Spain. The 
followers of Mahomety inflamed ^th the 
desire of humbling the Chrifirtikn king, 
readily accepted the overture, and quitting 
the shores of Africa, landed on the opposite 
coasts' under the guidance of Count Julian. 
Roderic marched ini^tantly with the flowet 
trf his army to attack the invaders, and a 
desperate and bloody conflict ensued ;• but 
fortune deserted his banners, and the sove- 
reignty of the Widigoths in Spain, which 
had existed three hundred years, perished A^D. 71 1, 
with Roderic^ the last of their kings. 
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On the advance of the enemy^ the rem* 
nantof the Goths retired into the north- 
.western provinces of Spain, and established 
their residence in themounlaiDous districts 
of Asturias and Oallicia, where they con- 
tinued to defend themselves for several 
centuries against the attacks of the Ma- 
homedans. 

Within one hundred and fifty years after 
the death of Roderic, Pelagius, or Pelagio, 
rallied the descendants of the Wisigoths, 
made head against the Arabians, or Sara- 
cens, as they are more frequently termied, 
and founded the kingdom of Leon, His 
example was imitated, in course of time, by 
other chiefs of the same . nation, and the 
states of Navarre, Castile, and Arragon, 
successively arose out of the ruins of the 
Gothic monarchy. The Arabians, how- 
ever, by dint of personal bravery and poli<- 
tical strength, maintained their ascendancy 
till the fourteenth century, when the Chris- 
tian inhabitants of the country overpowered 
them in turn, compelled them to seek 
refuge on the barren shores of Africa, and 
thus terminated the dominion of the Moors 
jn 3pain. 
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Waiamir^Widimir^fiAHE UNKNOWN— TAemitfiRlr. 



^ffuOfl/rid— THEODOMIR—TAeodon'c. 
A.D. ^ 476. 
Fbrtt Husband, name unknown — ' — Second Husband, 
Tkeodobat — I — Amaldberg mar- Thrasimund, king 
ried Herman' of the Vandals, 
fiid, of Thu- by whom she had 
ringia. not any children. 

Ostrogotha—Amalaavinth THEODORIC— rAevil^o^iUi married AUa-k, king of 

First Husband— l— Second Husband, ^ a.d. ^ 490. the Wisigoths, a.d. 484, 

Eutliaricus'C&laca. Theodobat, who 
I put her to death. 

Malatuinih — ' — jithalarick. 
married Vttiges. 

Theodoric, married Audefleda, sister of Qovis, king of the Franks, ^ . 

Ostrogotha married Sigismund, of Burgundy. 

ATHALARICK. 
A.D. tt 590. 



THEODOBAT. 
A.D. tf9 534. 



VITIGES— married Matasuinih, 
A.D. m 536. 



ERARIC. 
A.D. H^ 540. 

HILBEBALD, 
TOTILAS, 



TEJAS. 
A.D. tf9 552, 
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THE OSTROGOTHS. 



Having detailed the rise and &li of t^ 
Wisigothic kingdom^ it remains^ in the next 
place^ to trace -the steps of the Ostrogoths, 
who, it will be remembered, were permitted 
to establish themselves in Thrace towards 
the conclusion of the fourth century, ^« ^* ^^^ 

By the death of Attila and the retreat of 
his sons and most of their companions to 
the vicinity of the Black Sea, from whence A. D. 453. 
they had emigrated, the Ostrogoths were 
delivered froni the restraint, til) that time 
iifiposed on theni by the presence of their 
formidable neighbours. Finding them- 
selves under the necessity of extending 
Uieir boundaiies in consequence of the in- 
crease of their population, the Ostrogoths 
crossed the Danube, occupied the tract of 
country situated between Sirmium, or Sem- 
lin, and Vienna, and wrested Belgrade, in 
Hungary, from the possession of the Sar- 
matian tribes, by whom it was pccupied. A. D. 467.. 
But they were not permitted thus to enlarge 
their territories without molestation : for 
the spiace of four years tiiey were per- 
petually at variance with the Rc^man^ and 
such of the Huns as remained in Pannonia, 
after the retreat of the sons of Attila, and 
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it was not until the accession of Leo to the 
throne of Constantinople^ that they wefe 
enabled to enjoy a respite from the fitti^^ 
of wan They made a treaty of peace with 
thut emperc^ aod-tbefi dtrecstod their at- 
tacks against the wandering reianant of tfab' 
lUxb», whom ihey effiKStualiy dbisablcd /faya; 
series of defeats^ irom taiftJuMigindumAhsiii^ 
to tbdir terrttoriea^ after which thiey tottted' 
their arms against the Swabians arid Bavm* 
riaoB^ Uieiatter ofwhoAi eaoie itito notice 
for the first time^ at this period of history. 
A. IX 476* The rafiid progreSs.df Odoacer^ prince of • 
the-Heroli^ add hur inVasion of Italy/ in* 
duced Zenoy who succeeded to the. throne 
on the. death of Leo/ to invite the Ostro- 
goths into the western parts of Thrace^ 
with the viei¥ df interpming them as a line' 
of defeuoe against the enemy^ should he^ 
veoture to assail the imperial dotninioiisin^ 
the east The Ostrogoths accordingly 
quitted Pannonia^ crossed the Danube* 
under the command of three brothers^ 
TWofi»tr,Thet)domir, Walamir, and Widimir, and 
* ^nd 'Advancing towards the west> effectually 
Iff c/fmfir. secured, the eastern states from attack/ 
whilst OdQfeK:er^ pursuing his conquestis in 
Italy^ deposed Rooiulus^ or Augustulus, as 
he is ocoasioually teormed^ emperor of the 
veat> and assunsed the government of Italy. 
Subsequtotly to tins emigration^ Widimir 
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separated timself (from bte %rafii«m ;iiiM 

taking .igrith Mm a o6il0ideri(b}e number 4tf 

kis 00utitrym'i»i, led 4]i«m In «etiMh ^ fi«w 

adTeHtdfM^ ^itito Italy and >Ga«A : ''Wd^htir 

wa^ flitted -^in a i^oiliitell'^i^^ ^ilmB of4he 

neighbouring pedjrfe/ and Thettdorair be* 

^ame sole king of the Ostrogodis. A4; hid 

decease^ he left two el^dreU;; Amalafridi, 

aad Tbeodoric. The formel* married ^Fhra^ 

simtfudj kmg^f the Yan^ts^and the ktter Theodork. 

ascended the throne^ and becfti»e the modt 

diistiDguished monarch of the na<Jon. la 

early youth he had been sent^' as a hostage 

to Constantinople^ where he received A 

liberal education and acquired k know- ~ '^ 

ledge of military tactks a»d politicd sci«- 

enee^ witb wbidi iem co-temporary sove^ 

reigas were endowed^ and which eMbled 

bi<a to govern bis pet^pie in prosperity and 

peace for the «pace ef forty years. Tbe 

ambition of Odoacer was prepitriffg - to iii^ 

dulge itself in farther conquests^ when the 

emperor Zeno^ alarmed* fdr the safety of the 

east and probably ac^teiated by a latent 

a^ypreheasion of the ambitious views of the 

:<tet]^o-Gothic monardb^ persuaded Theor 

tloric to lead las troops intp Italy and 

<wrest the laurd from the hand of the vi^ 

idrious ba;rbartan. The king »iramediat(iily 

adored the tuigg^e^ion^ and oollecting an 

army adequate to the liiaguitude of the 
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•ttterpiiie^ matched into Italy and pro- 
claim^ the. oli^ect of his expedition. The 
war was not so r^aoarkable for its duration 
as for the fury of the contending, parties. 
A desperate battle was fought between the 
hostile armies on the. banks of the Isonzo^ 
or Igiyzonso^ a river which forms the eastern 
boundary of the city of Aquileia^ in which 
Odbacer sustained a severe defeat and. re* 
'. treated to Verona. Another engagement 
ensued in the vicinity of that place> when 
the good fortune of Theodoric again pre- 
vailed and the Heruli were routed with 
dreadful carnage* 
A.]>, 4S0. After .these fatal reverfaes, Odoacer had 
not any other alternative than that of col- 
lecting the scattered remains of .his forces^ 
retiring within the walls of Ravenna> and 
there awaiting the final attack of his elated 
foe. But Theodoric fully appreciated the 
valour of a desperate enemy^ and wisely 
determined to reduce his strength gradually 
by famine^ rather than stake hiis own for- 
tune on the hazard of a single cast. He 
therefore contented himself with encom- 
passing the city with his troops and cutting 
pff the supplies of the Heruli; in conser 
quence pf which they were obliged to 
capitulate^ arid .Odoacer having been inr 
yited to participate in a m^^^ificeni enterr 
^ainipent givjen by Theodoric to the cajitive 



im 



chiefs aft$r . die untend^ of RuTBttim^ w«ff 
assassinated^ either by design or accidentj 
in one of those tumults with which the 
military banquets of the: early ages fre*- 
quently concluded. 

On. the death of his rivals Theodoric, be- A. D. 490. 
came, in Utct, though not by title^ king of 
Italy, over which he reigned more than- 
thirty years, in splendour and tranquillity; 
nor is it a slight proof of his moderatit^ 
that although a professed Arian, he tole-^ 
rated the exercise of the Catholic &ith anct 
continued, the practice* of the . Roman ^m* 
perors, by nominating, in cases^of vacancif^ 
arising * from death or resignation, the 
Bishop; pr, as the person possessed of that 
dignity was afterwards termed, during the 
reign of this monarch, the Pope, of Rofide; 
It is not intended to enter into the discus- 
sion of the two quiestions so frequently and 
furiously agitated in former times, Whethei^ 
the Pope be infallible or not, and' wbethei^ 
it be of divine right that he assinnes the 
authority of a sorerergn in tempoml afl&ics : 
but it is worthy of remark, that the firat 
bishops of Rome were, invariably appointed 
by the Roman emperors and V after wards by 
the Qstrogothic kings, who succeeded them 
in the goivemment of Italy, and thatiin the 
retgKi of Atiialarick, the successor of .The- 
odofici fees of a pactictular amount were 
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stcrttiiDa. ' 
A. D. 507. Soiiwiyean after lusac^emiNni the Frmka 
fell OB tlie WiBigotbio domiwotts via ilve 
south, of Prance, and conquered the dMrkUi 
sHuaiisd: m..the vicfiiity of Boutileiliix. 
Clovia afterwards icvosoed the cowiitry; and 
attMkfld aevievaV cities neirrthe Rheme, on 
Hfhtcb ThAoAoHc, apprehensive that he 
mould extend hisiincovsions inte ItaAyj^took 
the iield against him and rdefeated thb 
Fjsanka . with) : gi'eat skui^hter.' Notwiftli^ 
stendittg.lhisfHOceess^ Theodcaiia ooosideved 
it more politie to conciliate than tdi imilstte 
bm formidable enemy,, and he aocorduiglf 
fectned fm aUtance with Audefleda, lister of 
Ctovis^ bywhcmii hbwiswr, he did not leave 
any malb issue. Yet this imioii had tlic 
eifeet of proteetin^ Italy ffom: the diteursioils 
of that enterptdsiag: chielt, and atHhe same 
time his iMBoAy dmaexion with' the Wisi* 
gothsiia Sfiain, and the countenance of the 
eitipercar eostbled Theodorie te dinct his 
^tteotioa to the iiiternal regaliuiott. of bis 
kingdom, and .to repair, by the encourage* 
meai of agrimihmieaxid.otherpeaeeftt^arte, 
tb)e tww^ oflwar; To this^ period of his^ 
toiy is aiseffibed the invention^ of die Gothle 
Older in adrchitectur^ and it k faneifully daM 
that places . of ndigious wMsfa^ were ori«- 
gimdly. eMsted: in that gloomy -styte to 
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imitate Ui^ilwrli: ee^norns to iJv;litdk the^rt^ 
laitive Christian^ were compelled to i^easct 
for the performaAcf3 of divini^ service. 
. The r<igQ of Theodorto wa$ alsajdistin-' 
ipijished by the presence^ amongst oilier 
.emkmit raen^ of £k>ethiu9» a Roman by. 
birUi/ of splendid talents and profound r^ 
searchi who w]as. promoted to the office of 
miDister, aikdior a considei^ble time poa- 
sessed the confidence of his sov^reigki. But 
lie was> at lengthy accused^ though with 
what degree of truth is uncertain^ of as- 
piring to the crown^ and beaten to death 
with clubs^ aftev suffiaring a ItNog confine* t 
.ment in the tower of Pavia^ during whidh 
he comfK^aed hi» celebrated treatise de Crnif- 
:$Qiaiuifli^. TheodoHe held bi9 court 9t 
Ravennai whi^re he died at an advanced A. p. 530. 
age> leaving three daughters^ of whom 
Ostrogotha married Sigistaund« king of 
Burigund^y: Amalawioth was affiailced to 
Eutbarkus CiUaca^ a Roman of noble ejf 
traction^, (by wbom she had AtbalaricJc a«d 
Mali»si«nd»a,) and Theudigptha married 
Alaric^ king of the Wisigpths. It is a re- 
omaj^kable proof of the e^erieXice of Theo- 
doxK in th^ art of goyemaH^sdi, that al- 
.though he. lived in< turbulent, times^ such 
was the inq[>res$ioaof his talents and power 
c»tb^ minds of JHirroanding qations^ thai 
hoaot 9nly^ rulod bia own territeiits without 



interriiptibn^butalflo goveniedSpainfor tlie 
space of fifteen years during the minority 
of his grandson, Amalarick. 

A. D. 530. Theodoric was succeoded, by Atha- 
'^ * larick, son of his daughter Amalasuinth, 
but he being then a minor^ the public af- 
fairs were administered by his mother^ who 
did not spare any pains in the education of 
her child. The young king, howevei^, 
suddenly gave way to the pleasures to which 
royalty affords ready access, and fell a vic- 
tim to intemperance before he had attained 
the age of manhood. ^ 

A. D. 534. On the failure of issue in the maJe line, 
f«M flwrf Amalasuinth, in order to maintain herself 

Theodobai. on the throne, gave her hand to Theodobat> 
her cousin, and allowed him to participate 
in the sovereign power. But the conduct 
of Theodobat was widely different from 
that of Theodoric ; he commenced his 
reign by repeated acts of oppression to- 
wards his subjects, and when the queen 
ventured to remonstrate with him on his 

A. D. 535. cruelty, he caused her to be put to death 
by suffocation in a bath. 

At that time Justinian was emperor in 

A. D. 536. the east: induced by gratitude to avenge 
the cause of tho family of Theodoric, who 
had been faithful adherents of the Roman 
state for many years, or more prpbably 
anticipating the restoration of Italy to the 
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^infme/lieTiimde a treilty^ with the 

^PnxABy with wfaoin h^ was then at'wftr^ 
and ordered Belisai^ius intor Itaiy^ to attack 
Theodobat. The latter terrified at the de^ 
iemiinatiou of Jmtinian^ sent ambassadors 
to Constanftinople to inijdore his mercy and 
to depreciftte hiis anger by paytneat oftri** 
bute^ but :a. party of Goths on the irontieis 
having gained a temporary advantage over 
the Rbmans^ after the depiEirture of the 
embassy^ HTheodobat countermanded his 
instructions^ set the emperor id defiance^ 
and coBcentrated his army at Rome, 

On receipt of this intelligence^ : Bdisarius 
landed a considerable body of troops in the 
vidnity of Naples^ which he stormed and 
plundered^ and the Goths^ alarmed at the' 
progress of the imperial forces^ rebelled 
against Theodobat^ put him : to death/ and 
elected :Vitiges> their general^ king in his^»^v^'' 
place. The first act of the new mbnardi 
was to conciliate the affisctions of die peo- 
ple <^ by his miarriage with Mat^suinth^ 
daughterofAmaiasuinth, their late i!infor- 
tunatie qoeen> and he then advanced firom 
Ravenna towards Eome^ which the vigi- ' 
lance of his opponent had already fortified 
and placed in : a state of security. Vitiges^ 
on his arrival/ immediateiy surrounded the * . . . 
city wilh a numerous army and endea-^ 
vouted' to/stafve it into a sun^n Jec^ but the •*-* 1^» *^7* 
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mipmor ikiU of Beluarmft enabied faiia to 
pbtain supplies in despito of all exertions to 
iha contrary^ and to harass the attackjog 
pArty iiy; firequent .andi nhejcpeoted salBfiB. 
ffiMria^aliiege of twefare manths coatiauaDqe, 
Vast numJbar^ of theGottis fpUiiy tibeswofdj 
aitl a pe8tHeqce,thea'fardkfi out aooDgst 
4hi^tii^ .^hioh so ettbctually diipiBi^hcd their 
*8tretigtk' tiidlt ; VHiges lilta eoihpe^ied. to 
fditeanipwidi precipitatioii and.mtire witb- 
viaLihB Iwalls of Ravenna, ind lk)Biteit]r ir^ 
.innddiateky surrounded : by ,4lie. Roman 
forces..' 'iM£l;ition is made at this.tiiiie;^ c8f:Mi 
; eipeditloniflto Italy, tuidertaki^a by Tbeo- 
doberl, or..The{adebett, king ofjieuhtfoaiA^ 
at the insliaace of Justiinaii^ m.wUch ibe 
' ffratikd icomtnit^ dlreadfoL n^tages^ hut 
ithiircareer walsdf short: duration; nu^.<^ 
' thetOL : vibte. swqpt away by a dysentonfr, 
bfeoBsipned By unwholesome food, and a 
/pestafefioufiL .atnu>spheJre9 and tiu^ir .leouifr 
• WB^ cdrnpelfced iliO retreat > ' p * ,v 

.;Jn. this stabs, of things^ the Giftthf>;we8i{y 
-1^ dieviU siicftess of thaic.e6^lm•9idil^^^M- 
f voltddt a3id'4)ifeced Ihe. cdowu of^ilidyi to 
Belisaitius, oii wbich^ Vitiges, fiddbig: rteSUr 
^ aho8^ Ineffectual^ 'siiikendered ait : discrelidn 
/ a||d Was carried pilisaner with his ftmily.to 
A* A 53S;€obstantinople, iw the: Ticihity of which 
' JiifitipftMu^ prcvidedi a residence t for them. 
DA{mted:^f:theii: ting iand subdued i>y> a 
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series «f inisforCdneS^ the Qo^ks Submitted 
tp the efnpeFor> and Italy, ;in all pi'cilm* 
bifity, a^mn would have formed part of tlte 
KotBan demlniom, had »ot 4he jealomy of 
^ustfnlan induct him to recall! BeHsftrkis 
HrQin the se^Ae of 4ctioti and employ him 
i^ Hid w^jf tliea raging betw^een the emp^mt 
a^ the Iti^ of Persia. The only obg^cr*' 
(ien whicbcaii*beurgiejiltf9^iaat)^eRp|iiaii 
general }s> that lie dii ikH:» iHitbe ^rstifi* 
|ftaii€e> positively deeliiie/^e oSet of regal 
po^er, bui his rnnfoiem fidelity; dufiogr ^be 
lirhole of bk Hfb is su^beieii t; to^preifirvei fiitai 
ftrofii thei i^ipqtation of 4i^U^yfaAij: ot Anr* 
9i}boi^natian, aod i^ gdore correct ' ja»i 
ference is, ihat htf $x:peq(ed,. by tendporizmg 
with tb^ enein^y>'to bariiig^ them gradii^tty 
ijtto subjection^ without bavti^ oeeasioA^ to 
resDrt to estiremes. Thse f^siiltproyedtbe 
aectiracy of ius judgitiewtc Vitiges: died 
soon aftef hb r^Qv?.! to |^ngt|uitii|ip|dei 
and the; Gotbs^ fto longer awisd by Ifee pre- 
tence of Belkariu^, began to exhibit sy mp- 
toms ot ray<^-: A body of Eiigi> in the^ 
Qstfogotfade ; si^Vicei had taken refi.ige in 
Pavia, and: ia tbd absence of any o*her>A. D. 54o, 
Qovereigriy dcfcted 4btiir gen^rafc Ewiric, oj^Eranc. 
Uraias, kbig, , ia the room of Vitiges* 
Mer a .rfiort ii^t^ryal,. Eraric reagned the 
Cf^wii to HiWebald, aa^ber cbief> byfla**««- 
whom be *a$ liigratefqlly assM»^9>ised^ 

H 2 
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knd the latter being, in his turn, put to 
A* D. 540. death by the adherents of the former. To- 
' tilas was* chosen by the^ Goths to supply the 
vacancy* Thfe character of this general is 
mentioned by historians in terms of high* 
commendation, and> it is not amongst the 
least of his virtues that he is distinguished 
for his observance of treaties and his mercy 
towards those, whom the chances of war 
placed in his power. The success of 
Totilas, during his first campaign, was such 
as to exceed the most sanguine expectationsi 
of his foUoWjers : he besieged Naples, which 
surrendered by capitulation: defeated an^ 
army sent > by Justinian to oppose him, in 
the neighbourhood of Florence, and en- 
camped against Rome. That unfortuna.te 
A. D. 544. city, once the mistress, but then the sport 
of nations^ became subjected to all the 
horrors' of famine: the Roman troops, fur- 
nished with supplies, held out for a con- 
siderable time, whilst numbers of the mi- 
serable inhabitants, unable to escape and 
distracted with the crids of ♦ their perishing 
families, destroyed themselves in the agony 
of despair, or attempted to satisfy the in* 
ordinate cravings of hunger by devouring' 
the bodies of their fellow creatures. At 
length, the imperial army having exhausted 
its store of provision, decamped by night/ 
and the Goths marched into the city over 
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\iit» w^'^sm ot,^^^ The 

i st]$^ea($e9: of Totllas induced Justinmd tp re- 
i^call B^is^itius from thePerBian war and to 
-»eild.hiin again into Italy: on the arrival A. D. 640. 
roi (hat graeral> he iwas ii^rmed that 
.Tot|la$ had quitted Rome and made an 
Jncursaon into Apulia^ QH which he took p<^- 
. ip^sipn of the c^y and fortified it as ,weU as 
rtiipde and circumstances would allow. The A. D. d4T. 
^%x!^X mtimatioii of the return of Totilaa was 
conveyed to the Ron^an general by a 
, desperate attack on the part of the Gdthsy 
,butithe bravery and exertions of Belisarius 
, rendered the assault indfectual^ and though 
.Totilas subsequently renewed his attempt 
;ajt different periods with the flower of his 
-army^ he was compelled to acknowledge 
(thji^ superior abilities of his opponent in 
uiititary sci^ace. The rescdution of the 
^Gothic general^ however^ was not daunted 
;by temporary ill success^ and he continued 
the siege with the utmost perseverance fot 
. ;the sj^ce of two years, during which jfor^ 
•tune altematfly favoured and deserted the 
extending parties. At length, Belisarius 
findiug himself indifferently supported, if 
BOt absolutely neglected, by his court, ajfid 
perceiviqg tl^t the barbarians would ulti« 
fBiately icarry their ppint, d^man^d per- 
tmissiprn t^ resign hjjs command. ^^^V^ 
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request mM unacdmltitibly gmft«d; inli 

tii) sooner had tte ^Tdteraik taken^ Icttfe^ nf 
'th^ shorefi of Itilys dian Ri^mi^ ^f iagiki 

into thot'pa»sc89umi «f TotiljiB/^. V 
^rdiira>de conclcMOQ c^ tbef witt litid ttie 

d|>athy^rivr(^knefi»of^the«mpefw Inilttetd 
^m, Gk4h§ to «tigdg« iwa tm^pmmpis- 
million; mA aftei* re-^Mabftdhifig th^iiir «ii- 
.t: / ^tkority' at ltomi6/tfaey prooeeded^ undent^ 
>eofnmand^of Totiias^ to ravage Sioily^ Gior- 
fBica/ and Sardinia. - * i . . w.> > 

A. D. 549. A 6-ansient dircfrsioti wal^ e^eat^d^ iitdwd^ 
;by^the ifrHption of a body c^/ tkie Fmifkl^ 
ijicadiid iljy Thebdob^l^ king tof » Austrairtft^ 
"who ^atiaeked and seized several town» on 
4]bie'jK)rtbem frontiers of Italy^ but tbis^ M^as 
tifiiiidrt continuance^ as Totitashad thp^adb- 
drete to pei^siHide-the etiemy to tafqttt* intb 
A.B. d50.ai treaty of alliance^ and thmj became at 
Mberty »t6 pursue, his schexnea ^of.\a§gMa^ 
iSAmmeni m other directions:. ll4stori$(l)s 
iiilvs! caosurod tbe Ostrogoths ^fo»;4fae A(Sh 
stniiation of many of the spletidol edifidc^ 
of iancilant Rome^ but altbo^jghthe iiuth;cif 
thejdlegatioi^ cahii/^t be acefinitelyiftteen- 
taiiia}^ :i(«;is^ not^dtt^' than probable that «h^ 
injaries' sutteinttH . ni>y tb^^w ( spedimeif » ^ 
fiif ^ wem .due Wiork ^f the pariizani^ of ib^ 
^(jjrmni and Cblonha, better; known by the 
siaiaes of GNielphs <and QJbibelines^ it hose 



deadly feMdihdiigiMmd Itsl^ afa^^U^MMi 
century. .'•^" '^^.'fi:.. \l ,\\ ../l:.. 

Aftef ft:4alni oftwd y^ibsiikiiatiaMt Jus-A. D. lif. 
tfukin de|ennined to wn^w.bis^ attebipk^ipi 
H^Iy andk vent Ukr favi^iiitelgeiieiml^ NarseiU 
at i^e kead vi a) fvafei^fomi^ td msflaea ii ^1% 
sHitijeAion& « TotiU^ niad^ Wery' poM^Mo 
dfiint to re« A his oppone^, and ' the )KtotiteL 
aiiniM met'w^lfae Tkinity of Borne to de^ 
dtde tile Mii'U>f the mmtBm ^emfilro. Sn^ 
ibtt^ite frovraed bn the >a09e of the W\d^ 
g6ib?z aiseverp ^neoiiater enmiedj ki'«viiioti 
Tdlilb9/:after; displii^iii^ ikicriedibl^ aet^df 
haiker^, Waa blainj and th^ i^idiidebndf 
Ma titi^ retired' to :Pavia> wliaM ^^tli^ 
efoeted Tgals, a Gothk^ geaevd^ ;/dr v)fltefa( 79>»* 
Vmg.^ t During didr cetreat^^ ah<>4reii( 
bappenedi : ^ finoni nfthidi arose - tlie vjriuat 
diasolatkai itf the Roman iseuM^^ Ithw^t 
ha^idbg bdea enabled/ frmn tliat^rtodi tb 
af»Mt as' a deUbera^ve iMembl^i or tb" e.tW^ 
oitevthe atftbority it posi^essed iiS fbi'mer 
titaiMi ' /The {principal part of the denkt^ 
htt&;qQitt6i AoiMr ^^}6u8 to 4^ s}e|ei 
aaArafaghtrefage ltf1^ai»«db^ atstitm 

fionl the )todiie of ac^ieiiy on heafi&g tfi^f 
the imperiiftl troops had'ent^r^^ the ciif ift 
toitimph^ they directed tbdir stepii bome^ 
mitrd, and by an utufortunate accideht met 
(Ibe vanquished and itrttaf ed €rotbs on f heir 
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mmsk tomundi Pavia; aiidL wertf {Hit lodiM' ^ 

crimiuately to ij^e sword . . ; ^ 

^'' Naraes^ uawiUmg to forego uthe adtiin- 

tage he, bid; gitinadi . adiraaced. m j^wstiil 0^" 

tke eaemy> aad Tcgas^ iwha vanftttisdfio^ 

giire hioi liattle^ ^tharcNi the fiite of fait :pneda^' 

eeaior and.waa.kiUed in tbe action. Attbis 

juoeturo^.the.Fciuiks, uodeor Iba cooitDaiid 

of BuceHauB^ duke; of the Atevaumh -^gftn^ 

made their appeajranoe in Italy, r^rebd 

th^msdves oyer the tlistricts vrhicb had 

lieen.the scene jof war^ and penetrating to 

the eiti^mity oi €alabria^ . perfected . the 

WOJik pf devastation which the Gqtiia had 

left unfinished. With : the . foresi^it . of a 

. V prudent general^ Narses peniutted.the.bar« 

barians :to ejacumher themselves with spoS, 

and patiently awaited their return : theii 

sei^ipg fk fftvpurabte opportuiutyi he fell on 

i}ie\fi with his whole. army, aa they.besit 

their course towards the froiitlers^ and tt^ose 

who :were unable to save tben^^selves by^e 

ra{Hdity pf theiir Jij^ht^ became victims to 

the sworcjl, M tp the Gpth^, the: c^clu- 

^ion of the war waa auch as.migh^ be.rea- 

A. D 554. 9onably anticipated : the remainder of their 

opce fonpidable hpat, dispersed over the 

jface of the country, was captured by the 

Romans : an inconsiderable portion of the 

fugitives obtained permission t(> reside: in 
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Italy, but ^ greater part oi the nation 

to Constantinople and takeii 



was 



into &e service of the emperor. The 
gOTemment of the west Was then bestowed 
by Justinian on his genera^ as the merited 
reward of his services^ with the title of 
Ebcarcb of Ravenna^ and Narses held his A D. 567. 
court in thai city till the invasion of Ititly 
by the liombards. 
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VANDALS. 



VISUMAR. 
A.D. m 9SS. 

<hmi€ric-<}ODEGKSlUJS-^~am»erie. 
▲.D. fH 400. 

GUNDERIC. 
AH». fH 406. 

•0«iiMr-G£NSERIC— Atmnoric. 
I A.D. m 4S8. 

CMImlr-4— llMyw. 

JliflfMo--RI31INORiC---Aame imlMovfi. 
A.D. Ife 477. I 

a daughter of 2^WMi0rie, Idng <^4he Wisigotbs, and leoondly, 
Emdoday daughter of ralmtmltm the 84. 

GUNDAMUND. 
A.D. gp 484. 

THRASIMUND— married Jnudafrid^ lister of 2%m- 
A.«. HP 496. ilprfci king of the Ostrogoths. 

HILDERIC. 
A.i>. m 5S3. 

<1EUMER. 
Circa a.d. M 680. 
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' !rA<^r origin, IncurmnB into Itahf. , SittU- 
menlim Spain. EimigratiMi into AfrUM. 
DownfeM of the Vandal hmgdonn. - > 



ALTHOUGH thfe prigiftof the V*«A»b 

kns^iM^feten acxrumfelyo^oertAmed/th^re is 

' Very Ittfle' doubt tfattt^b^^^werd a btutteh 

'^ftl^G^^thk nbJAhw, ffovA wbom Hi^y.bef- 

catfie .separated by €^ents> the • pairtictriftfs 

otvtath baVe tiet -t^ifh^d thd j^reserkt day. 

Like tb^ ^5th§, they boftf eVidMt msirks 

jd^ S^rthi^a extraotioDi th<^gh thei^ r^- 

^d9tto0i '>4tto th^y bc^came kd^ii tor biii* 

toriaiis^ was amongst >tlM3(Te^nian8i tni' ^ 

Western sid^ bf'the Od^ryin Me^klenburgb 

Hud Sweetish FDmemilia^ Frofh.tlidr Vkfi- 

^ifty id the G()ths aiifd tbe simil^Hty of their 

^teibitis^ th^y w^e riridac^ ffequeiicly tb 

i^boi0paily tb^m in their ir^ititiiry estpedi* 

tiMs; on thAt account they are often eotl- 

founded : with t^em^ and, it is probabk^ 

^th<>i]gh there is not any positivi^ authority 

idr the *sfe6rtiony that inliltitudes of the 



.«* 



184 

Vaudals were intermixed with the German 
and Gothic nations, which inundated the 

A. D. S70. Roman empire in thf fhttd century. Cer- 
tain it is, tiiat so early as the reign of Au- 
telian, these peopleuhad attained consider- 
able strength and became formidable to 
the Romans, for • they are mentioned by 
name as having invaded Italy in conjunc- 
.tion >vith' other Snirmatimi trib^> and the 
.emperor, HQtwithstanding occasional suc- 
cess over tliem in the field, was ultimaitely 
compelled, as the purchase of peace, to 

A. D. 374,j|Jtmii0on the province of Da^ia to them. 
;The diyisicA of this territory ampog^t the 
Goths aod Vandals gave rise to nuinerous 
.disputes betweea thern, in which the aeigh- 
; bouring tribes of bc^rb»rians wi^re frequently 
mvplved^ and these ^tontrQv^ersie^ enabled 
;.the Romfms to prosec^tej. with grqi^ter 
4ic^vHy. md withput. fear of : interruption, 
.the Wftrp. in which they w^ce Ui^ engaged 
.in Persia and Britain, 

A.D. 319. . ;|n the reign of Constantino, the Gpths, 

.^^/sdby ^^^t ^mg Ariaric, were again at 

V'anappQ with the RpQians^ but having siis- 

(tpined seveil^l , def69tt9> mfide pi^ac^ with 

A, D. 339. tbenvj and Geberic, vfhfii supoeieded as king 

. ot ^p Qoths on the jdeath of Ariaric, turned 

his arms agMost the Vandals, then governed 

riiuinar^hf a king, named Visumar. A series of 

cpniiicts . ensued^ which occupied 4 con- 



sidemble period of time^ • but the 'fbrkibe 
of the Goths prevailed ^ and the Vandals; to* 
avoid the oppression of their enfefmies, threfw; 
themselves on the mefcy of Con^tanttney 
by whom they were placed in the provincq 
of Pannonia. ^ r . 

During the joint reign of Honorius andA. D. ioo. 
Arcadius^ Radagaidu^/ a leader of th6 Ger-* 
mans^ aissembled a vast niultitude of bar^' 
barians of all d^criptions and led them 
into Italy for the purpose of plunder. -M 
this expedition^ he was attended -by &te 
Vandals^ and findings on his arHyali that 
the ccKintVy had: been invaded - by Akirici 
king of the Goths^ he joined him as *sa^ 
auxiliary in his career of devastation. The 
confederates^ however, w«re defeated with 
great slaughter . by Stilico^ the Roman ge^ 
neral, and ultimately ^ driven oiit ^ of Italy; 
on which the Goths and Vandals directed 
their march towards the west, and :feU on 
the dominions of tlie Franks. ^ Bui the A. D. 406. 
latter gave ihem an unwelcome ^iieception 
and repulsed them with imrtiense Joss: thef 
Vandals aleme leiivingon the field of liattle 
twenty thousand men; ^besides. GoA^xi^^GodegisUui. 
or Godigisclus, their king The residue 
then elected. Gunderic their leader, and beGuA^ric. 
conducted them into . Spain/ and 'took; pos* 
session of the southern provinces ; of ■• that 
country. > 
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kte the. remarks BcMtered throughout (1|| 
preeedtDg pi^e9 relating to the sitate of 
$paiii> in oiifer tortitderioore eakjr of 4^ohi- 
preheiwoa th^ : dtiffet^Bt^peciodfi^ tsi its i«va^ 
sion by the barbarous nations^ H^ Charlie's 
tef aod' cle8icri|>tioii 0f th0 ilivii4ei^y atid^e 
cKstflkfts in^Kb4li0jr.8efer^y oeetipied |»fe^ 
vMitB to the coiH|ue8t of tjie (K>iiiitry l).y tim 
Wklig^s. The Phceiiteisins .>v¥ew Iha 
ftait wtnlers in. Spain ;: ^theyt laiitlad oiv iH 
eMals at! the period of iij^* ceilluries^ tot; 
tecordin^ to QtberB^/odis feh^tasai^d ^oeani 
^efiwt^.the Obi^ajtiaa lera^ fouilded a colony 
at Cadisii aAd* by degrees spread themselves 
ov^ the greater pari of the peninsuhk* 
The Original ncdtabitants were kttown by 
die seinenl naoies of Caiitaforiatis^ Asturiahs, 
and Celtiberians^ the latter of whom were 
desQBiidaHts of the people of CeUic Gaul. 
After much bloodshed and repeated eon- 
fliots> tte Qurthageaiakts next succeeded iii 
making thraoiselves masters of Ihe principal 
part of Spain^ (B*: G. 460) and when they 
had resided itiril^ for the i^ace^ twoliun*^ 
deed yeara frotak the cotn()letion 6f their 
eonquest^th^y wpre expelled byfthe Rbmaits^ 
whosubduiid them oneihiindred and ninety^ 
years "before the :Ghristian aeira> at the con-^ 
efaision^oftwo severe contests, oneof wliteh 
continued twenty-four, and the other serenv 
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tacoL' feu% ;g«|fiemlly dhitmgiiyiwd fiy ibm 
Aiffne :^C file: Piimk'iimffi 
: The Rsamans divtided thei cotuntry loto 
B»tkaj. Lttfitaniii^ and Ttfracarieimu. ' Bmn 
ticaaiWia:^ baUiodifocrHiithemev B»tli>noiv 
tbe Guadftlquivjrj aod .edoipnheiidiMl :«tt 
the 8pice betmaro Gbianada asd the naiith 
tf tfaH Gteadiaiia^ prpp^rly sj^akin^ Uppm 
and IdDnrer Aadalusia^ and a pari of Nmi 
Pa9lUe% £iusitaMa extended ifinota the. Gnat 
diana to the rivM Donn^ and TanrAxMi^ 
nim3t9» by iiti^ the hurg^t diTyon^coa-. 
taioed the remaimiig districta ef Spaii# 

The RoHiaaiat. oontioued ia posaciMtcHiiof 
Iheifi conqiiestoi foil, the. penod c^ isi» biin/^ 
dfed yearai* that.is^ t4U .Uie JMnt ^mign af 
Houmiw iand Aroadius in t^ fourth eesh 
t{i<9> wli^ tb«y w0nQ> ia tujrit« driven .Qot 
l^ittie northflrn. ti0r4Qs>i: who. pfwaed 'm 

Of the cities in Spain^.-al th» timf) of it* 
4fij;!|^i«|i«n:by.theJ^Wdliis> wn«>^«i^ iwre. 

j^atve li>e^n ^i)t hy Tqkc^^. oil l^»f retH»« 
•fripiif)J^ Trajan., ii9|ir,,.(}f i«prp pn^UiJiily, 

<ltOdj#4 |l»e tiipp ^foitg;; <;pi¥iu«i<i i^><^ 

hf^ufki^iV.' $c|pi<»,,^eiiixratiYff(Pii whose 
admirable continence. A^Qi;K».,|h|» im^eaof 

I4al$>f|k «i;J»* ,3twc ^.J^C, it Miasfc ac* 



multitudes^ in the. foufrth ce'attiiry^ forcedr 
the barri^*s x>f i^e Pyreiieesr> the ^ V^idkls 
seized on the southern prbrinees^ auii oc*^ 
cupied the distnicti 4ben liamed Vasidalitik 
from its new JnhabitftAts; bu( now better 
known i^y- the corrupted title* of Andalusia ; 
the A launi and Siiingij who had> also &MhA 
tbeilr way thithfer, took possessicm of the 
centiui districts and the south of Portii^lj 
and the Suevi^ of GalKcia. ' 

A. D« 415. But t hie /new settlers were hot/long per^ 
mitted to engoy their recently afe^ined 
habitations. In the following year, Wallia^ 
king of the Wisigothsy having made peac^ 
jwitfa the Romans^ left the O^rogotbs in 
Italy/ and marching into Spain; ^tta^k^ 
and defeated the Vandals-; occupied a Qon^ 
diderable ; portion of their territoriesy ai)d 
fixed his residence not hr from the frqn* 
tiferej at Toulouse. 

AD* 4«o. In the course of a few years, the Witd- 
goths, who h^d increased iti numliens and 
strength^ be^ah to press heavily on the 
yaiidal;s, and .the latter straitened lor 
room by their continual encroachiberits, 
proceeded in their turn to drive oitt Hbfc 
Alauni aiid Silingi, whose territories^ they 
seized and occupied. 

A. D. 421. In the folldwing year they were attacked 
by th^ Romans^ hesided by Ihdr general ^ 
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Castinius, but having united their forces to 
those of the Suevi, who made common cause 
with them, they defeated the Romans and 
Compelled them to retire, after which they 
remained in the undisturbed possession of 
their conquests. 

- In the rei^n of Valeritinian 3d, Boniface^ A. D. 4St». 
orie of the Roman leaders, was instigated 
by \3Ef ius, a general in the same service,, 
to revolt against his sovereign, and having 
so done, he invited the Vandals to emigrate 
into Africa, with the view of drawing the 
kttention of the emperor to that quarter, 
jEind thus creating a diversion in his own 
fafvour. At tbis time Gurideric^ied, and 
Genseric, a Vandal chief, well versed in the Genserk. 
ftrt of 'war, caused the widow and children 
df the deceased monarch to be put to deatb, 
and ascended the vacant throne. Anxious 
to withdraw the eyes of the people from 
this scente of bloodshed, Genseric gladly 
accepted the invitation of the Roman ge- 
neral, and having* landed in Africa, com- 
menced military operations by the capture 
Imd sack of Carthage, it cannot be denied 
that the Vandals were ferocious in war and 
addicted to plunder ; yet there is every 
reason to believe tbat at home they were 
\tigid in their morals, and regular in their 
lives. Assuming this to be the case, it is 

more than probable that the vices, which 

• . • . • " ■ . , . ... 
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not only were practised^ but openly avowed, 
by the degenerate Roroans^ induced the 
barbarians to act with ui^usua) severity to^^ 
wards a nation^ whose customs were so ob*^ 
qoxious to them. Another cause of enmity 
arose from their difference of opiuion 01^ 
religious topics: the Romans believed in 
the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, but the 
Vandals were Arians^, denying the divinity of 
the SoUji and this variance was the cau3e of 
great persecution^ during the reign of tb4» 
barbarians in Africa. 
A, D. 431. About this period^ Boniface having bi^e^ 
reconciled to the courts and regretting th^ 
destruction which he had occasioned a^-^ 
mongst the Romans in Afric^^ embark^ 
for that coast with a considerable for^e^t 
and commenced hostilities against Genseric^ 
But his expedition was un^nucpe^ful^ i^mj^ 
the Vandals having defeated and driven, 
him out of Africa^ extended their con^queM^ 
over the islands of Sardinia^ Corsiqs^> a^4 
Sicily^ from the latter of which Rome w^ 
chiefly supplied with corn. The^e misty 
fortunes spread terror anxc^ngst the inh9^ 
tants of Italy^ and finding tiiemselves un« 
able to. cope with their opponents;, i^ thQ 
field, they entered into a treaty of pi^ao^ 
with them, and confirmed to the Vandal? 
the territories which they had acquired bj 
the sword • 
A. D. 450. Genseric, the Vandal king, stands accused 
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atthi^fihiic! of another act of atrodous bar- 
b^rilyi whieli stamps dtsgraee on Iris name. 
Htinoric^ hisf soti, had mattied a daughter 
of Theddoric, kiwg of the WisJgoths, and 
Getiserie^ alle^ng that she was conspiring 
against him, althofngh there does^ not ap- 
pear to be fhe slightest ground for the as^ 
sertion^ mcrfiilated ber countenance and 
sen-t her in that horrid state to her father. 
Tfhe ind^iatkxn> of Thcotloric eoifrld only 
be equalled by his thirst for revenge ; he 
set )m army in motion, and haying obtained 
promises of assii^nee fkim^ the Romans^ 
with whom he was then Jn alFiance, pre- 
pared to mvside Africa. Gen^rfe^ aliarmed 
aH the union of &e Gothfs aiMl Remans in^ 
commioa dause against Mmy endeaTouved: 
to sare himself by stratagem^ and^ prevailed^ 
on AttHa^ king of theHuns^ ii4^ then was- 
ravaging Ztaly> to turn hd^armsFagainst the' 
souiMbem proviMes of Gia^cd. "l^he Han^ 
listened to ^i^jftugges^eu^ ivnd fheododc, 
dcoaped In- the defence of his asm terr^ 
t^^esy Wtt» cMftpel^ to desist from- hi* 
entefpfiz«3 ^^d shortly afterwards loat hi* 
lilai in baMle with Attlla. 

On the death of the emperor Valentintanj. A. D. 4M. 
MaxtmifSf Petronius^ a Romany of Illustrious 

fiupiily^ ascended t^ throiie> and compelled 

tkie. €mp^9» £udo!xiia to marry him>. and 

*e> m revenge for the insutt, urgegd the 
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Vandals to land in Italy^ with which re^ 
quest they readily complied^ and haviog 
invested Rome^ stormed and plundered it. 
Maxim us fell in the conflict^ after a reign 
of two mouths, and Aviti^s, magister mill- 
-tum^ was placed on the throne by the . 
united consent of the Goths and the in* 
vaders. A.vitus joined his forces to those 
of Marcianus, his colleague in the empire, 
and the first act of their reign was to rid ' 
the country of their turbulent allies^ whom 
' they attacked, and having defeated them, 
offered terms of peace^ and prevailed on 
them to return to Africa. 

A. D. 467. At this time, Ricimer, a Suevian, entered 
Italy with a considerable army, composed, 
principally of Burgundians, dethroned 
Avitus, and caused Maijorianus to be. 
elected emperor in his stead. He then 
turned his arms against the Vandals, aud 
accidentally meeting them at sea, gave them 
, a signal\ defeat. The haughty spirit of 
Genseric could not brook this disgrace, apd 
he hastened to retaliate on Ricimer by. 
fitting out another fleet, : with which he 
ravaged the coasts of Italy* On this, Mai:-. 
jorianus levied an army, and marchiqg itito 
Spain, encamped at Carthagena, wherie he 

A.D. 460. collected a suitable number of vessels, with 
the intention of transporting his troops to, 
Afriqa, and carrying the war into the heart 
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of the enemy's country, but Genseric/ anti- 
cipating his plaiis, made a sudden attack on 
the fleets v^hilst at anchor in the harbour, 
seized and carried it away, and thus put an 
end to the expedition. History does not 
afford any certain account of the transac* * 

tiohs of the Vandals for some years after 
this period^ but there is reason to believe 
that in the interval the Romans gained 
considerable advantages over them, for in '^ 

the reign of the emperor Leo, Tripoli, ahA»D. 470, 
important city on the coast of Africa, was 
captured by the Romans, who again ef^tSL^ 
blished themselves in their former domi- 
nions. But the enterprising spirit of Gen- 
seric did not permit his opponents to remain 
uridisturbed ; he took an opportunity of 
surprising them in their camp, and set fire 
to their ships, so that being left without the 
means of retreat, they were obliged to offer 
ierms of accommodation, and in the result 
to resign their conquests and return home. 
. The territories of the Vandals at this 
time extended from tlie Atlantic Ocean to 
Cyrene, a celebrated city of Libya, on the 
confines of Egypt, which was built by a 
Greek colony, about six centuries before • 
the Christian aera, and gave its name to the 
surrounding country. The kingdom of 
Africa comprehended Mauritania, Nurai- 
dia, and Africa Proper : it was origipally 
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liibabH^ hf the Libyanft» who vn&ce diih 
pi>s9es8ed by the Cbrtfaa^ioiians, wA the 
hrtter by 4he AomiinB t ^i&r ifribich it be^ 
came die residence ol tiib Vaadyis^ under 
the cirettimtaniees already nairated: 
A. D. 477. ASkar a long and prosperoftfi reign^ GcMh 
«eric terminated hht nlohtdi ^aiieer> havii^ 
bad tvro dons^ Oenso and Hurin6ric The 
former died in the lifetime df his father^ oad 
Hunnaric. iha latter atscended^be 4hrone> land secured 
the alliance of the Romans by marryia^ 
SSudoeia, daughter of Vaientmtan 3d. The 
reign of Hunnoric ia unadorned by mfilitaay 
Iriftmpbs or featis of arms, but k is dtstib*- 
-giBished by that spirit of rdigioDis perae*- 
clHtion and ialemperate ^eal, ^vvfeieh so ire*- 
quently dii^^ced the later a^^ of the 
world. On the converswn of ihei entperor 
Oonstaniine to Christianity, in the begin- 
Hing of the fourth century, that mo«iarch 
took extraordinary paiiks to disseminate the 
doctrines nvhidi he had* mcently embraced^ 
aiid many chiefs of the ba»rbarous nations^ 
who occasiooally visited Conataatiaaple 
dhiring intervals of petee, became conv^ls 
to the new raiigion^ and their exampl^^ rtm 
generally imitated by their foUoivefs. But 
it was the^miafed;iine of the chwch in those 
days to be convulsed by vehement dia- 
IMstes on the subject of the Trinity, acid the 
tnajOTity of the Imrbarian coilverts, thoulph 
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probaW]^ uimble to assign any particular 
reason for their dissent from orthodoxy, 
professed the doctrines of Arius. It could 
hurdly be e^tpocted that the Vandals, who 
were of this persuasion, Would display less 
intemperance than the clergy of the con- 
tending parties, who wefre the grand sup- 
porters of the controversy on all occasions^ 
and consequently the reign of Hunnoric 
tras marked by a violent persecution of 
fhe bishops and professors of the orthodox 
religion in Africa : many of whom stiffered 
'^e pains of martyrdom. 

This reign of terror ended on the death 
of Hunnoric, who was succeeded by Gunda- a. D. 484. 
mund, the son of his elder brother Genzo. ^"^^*^*'^^ 
Hunnoric was twice married : the first time, 
to a daughter of Theodoric, king of the 
Wisigoths, and afterwards to Eudocia, 
daughter of the emperor Valenlinian the 
Sd. By these wives he had two sons : of 
whom, Hilderic, the elder, afterwards as- 
' scended the throne, but the other, whose 
hame has not reached posterity, died, in 
all probability, during the Kfetime of his 
parent. 

T\\e reign of Guudamund is not di^titi- 
guisbed by any remarkable event : a cir-r 
cunrstance which may be explained by 
recollecting that the Ostrogoths were maS' 
ters of Italy: the Roman emperot sufflr 
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ciently occupied in maintatning his power 
ill the east against the numerous hosts of 
barbarians by whom he was surrounded^ 
and the Wisigoths and Vandals united by 
the ties of marriage. 
A. D. 406. Gundamund was succeeded by his bro- 
Thrasimund ^Y^^j, Thrasimund, another son of Geozo» 

who held the reins of government for the 
space of nearly thirty years, having taken 
the precaution to ensure the safety of his 
dominions, by obtaining the hand of Ama* 
lafrid, sister of Theodocic, the Ostrogoth. 
The only transaction of any importance 
in this reign, was an expedition by the 
Vandals against the Mauri, or inhabitants 
of Mauritania, but the enterprize did not 
succeed, and the king after a bloody battle, 
in which he sustained a signal defeat, vfas 
compelled to abandon the ide^i of extending 
his dominions in that quarter. 
A. D. 523. On the death of Thrasimund, the succes- 
sion appears to have reverted to the family 
JJilderk.of Hunnoric, whose eldest son, Hilderic, 
ascended the throne without opposition. 
This sovereign possessed a mild and con^ 
ciliatory disposition, manifested by a treaty 
pf alliance he made with the emperor 
Justinian, and by his conduct towards the 
orthodox bishops and clergy, whom he re- 
stored to their former possessions and pro* 
t^Qted from the persecution of their Ariau 
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enemies. But the peaceable character of 
Hilderic was npt suited to those turbulent 
times^ and the enlivening prospect of tran- 
quiiUty was speedily obscured. Ainalafrid# 
the widow of Thrasimi^dj, dii^pleased at the 
protection afforded to the religious op- 
posers of the Vandal faith, or more probably 
allured by the expectation of the crowuj 
suddenly declared war against the king^ 
and appeared in the field at the head of a 
numerous army, Hilderic al^o summoned 
his adherents^ and. a desperate encounter 
took place bet ween the ooq tending factiona^ 
in which Amalafrid w^s totally defeated^ 
and lost^ at oncCj Iter hopes and her life. 
This eventj however^ did not terminate the 
war, for Gelimer^ ^he son of Gelaris and 
grandson of Genzo^ rfillied the discomfited 
troops^ renewed the contest^ and having 
engaged the troops of Hilderic^ which he 
had iraprovidently intrusted to the com- . *_ 

mand of his nephew^ Hoapier^ a youth nei- 
ther possessed of courage nor experienced 
in military tactics^ defeated them with great a. D. 530. 
loss. The king fell into the hands of the 
conqueror^ who^ regardless of the dictates 6refijiier. 
of mercy or the ties of consanguinity^ threw 
him into prison, and afterwards put him to 
death. This outrage excited the dispkar 
sure of the emperor Justiniap^ and he isent 
Belisarius^ the celebrated Roman general. 
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hklo AfticfSL whh ah army^ for irtie £wty4bltt 

^ purpose of avenging the Aebih of bis aUy^ 

aind reHiniiiDg the Vandai tetritories to the 

A. D. 633. Ilbttian siate. Belisatius accordingly land- 
ed in Afii<!a, aikl afl^k" defbatkg Gelimer, 
iKrfao ineiidcttaaUy endeavoured to oppose 
hh progre^^ entered CaHba^ as a con*- 
<)U^6r. I'zako^ a chief in the Vandal ser« 
vice and the only survivor of the royal liftfe, 
4hen advan;6ed with a boniiiderable force tb 
er eat« ^ diversion in favour of his mkster. 
But vktory dfei^erted the banners of the 
«»ufp»: T^ato Mras defbated^ his amdy 
-annihttatedi and Oelimer having bten taken 
prisoner^ was sent with his fomiiy to Cod'- 
Btantinople, where they wef^ led in triumph 
by Bclisarius. After this, they were per- 
mitted to retire to an ei^tate in this Vicinity 
c^ tliat city, allotted tb them by Justinian, 
and the greater number of the Vandals who 

A. D. 534.^8eaped the carnage, was carried away, 
by thfe order of the emperor, and distri- 
buted amongiBt the Roman cities in the 
east. 

A. D. 544. But the i^irit of the nation, though 
broken, was not finally subdued, for the 
people afterwards revolted against Jus- 
tinian, and in conjunction with the Moors 
and other inhabitants of Africa, carried on 
a bloody war against the Romans for some 
years. The fortune of the latter ultimately 



139 



prevailed^ though not until the country had 
been craelly ravaged • by the contending 
parlieB, and n^uiy Sae latlUoM o£ hBm^ 
habitants exterminated. 

When this destructive contest^ was con- 
cluded^ the whole region assumed the ap- 
pearance of a desert : an appearance from 
which it has never recovered to the present 
hour: and the scattered remains of the 
Vandal race^ who survived the catastrophe, 
retired into the interior of Africa, where it 
is supposed their race is still in existence 
amongst the Moors. 
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LONGOBARDS. 



ritigard^rMUarit—WACCUO^fraUrada, betrothed to Thmd^haU 
married Theodebert a.d. ||| 500. of AustrAsia, but afterwards mar- 

of AuBtra»ia. ried to Oaribaid, of Bavaria. 

VALTAUIS. 

Alboin — AUDOIN — married RwaUnda^ daughter of 
A.D. Hi 560. //ermiifl/ruf, of Thuringia. 

A Daughter t name unknown — ALBOIN — marri/S'd itdMmioUla, daughter of Cimt'- 

A.D.- m 566. mvnd-t the king of. the Gepide. 

^ii/AffrM— CLEPHO. 
A.D. HH 574. 

A.D. 576. 

On the death of Clepho, the nation was governed by Dukes for ten yean. 

ANTHARIS— married Theoddinda, of Bavaria. 
A.D. m 586. 

^liefwaM—Oiifuiefter^a—'AGILULF— married TheodeHnda, widow of 

A.D. HH 588. AntharU, 

ADELWALD. 
ARIALDUS— married Gundeberga. 

m 

A.D. m 643. 
RODOALD. 

m 
m 

Cuniberl—BERTARir}. 

BERTARID \ 

and > reign together, 
CUNIBERT) 
rtN^Aiir— ANSPRAND. 

ffwBM iifilniMmi—'LIUTPRAND— married Gun^niAf, of Bavaria. 
JEM4E0»rafi4f~l A.D. Hf 7«7- 

HILDEBRAND. 
A.D. Ht 744. 

RACHIS— duke of Friuli. 
A.D. gjl 749. 

AISTULPHUS, his bfother. 
A.D. M 752. 

A DamgkUr, name unkown^DESIDERIUS. 

A.D. m 774. 
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THE LOMBARDS. 



CHAP. IV. 

. ' « ■ « . 

Their origin. Jpproach towards thcr Ba*\ 
nube. Wars with the Heruli and Gepida. 
Establishment and final destruction of the . 
Lembard kingdom in Italtf. j, \:r 

^ THE Long^bards, as they were tertned, 
from the length of their beards^ or Lom- • 
beirds> by which appellation they were, 
subsequeioitly distingubdied/ were u branch, 
of the Vandals^ and at the period of their 
first discovery by the RomanSj resided in' 
the middle march of Brandenburg, between^ 
the rivfers Elbe, and Havel. The distance 
of their abode from the imperial dominions 
satisfactorily explains the reason why his- 
tory is silent for many centuries in regard 
to^ their movements^ although they were 
known to the^omans so early as the reign . 
of the emperor Augustus^ by whom their B*C.' Si 
country was invaded. Their course^ 
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hovever^ was the same as that of the adja- 
cent tribes, towards the Danube, and in 
the fifth century, they are found on the 
banks of that river in a position near 
Vienna. 

In the intermediate period the Longo- 
iMirds gradually extended their boundaries, 
and in their progress/ attacked and gained 
several victories over the Heruli, who re- 
sided in the south a( PolB»idt and also over 
other barbarous nations in that part of the 
coBlinviit. Thfff aAenuM^ deseeindeil tb^ 
wafiibi tlie Daaabe^ ^and the^ emperor Jos- 
timaii fmimlif ^tiUvei into m tilsaiy 
with them, and. by tilat means pMtoeted 
his dominions from their hostile incur- 
sioB& . 






A. D. 500. j^ this, tima th^ Lodrobaida ware muter 
* the g^vemaieat o^theiv king^ Waceho^ who^ 
formfldi<aa alttance widb the Branks* by the 
miuviage 'mi im daughiev, Vist^id^, wilth 
Theodebent w Theudebeiftv i^ of Am»* 
tnuM: at ^1m( saibe time^ hat flis^r, ,WalK 
dnida, was betrotbid to» Theo&bald, bia 

A.D. 511. sett, fatti he woa fAeMard&idtteA in bottle^ 
and. ^be then. ^ married i6ai;iiba^^ .Dake aS' 

On tHiG deatii of Waddio^ he waiBE sne* 

r4aiarit.e&iBiieAbif his omlT^aen^ ¥attaris^ who died 

4ii(timK^^^^ after his aGce8ttoii,>-aiid Andoioi,. k 

Londbuird cfcieC then aseenided Ae tjirattie,. 



and €K9ip«iMM JU>aftUfici«> Awif^aim. of tiei^ 
ii#iilrid»: king of Thuiiskgiii. M t4|iis{»eriad^ Circa 
tbe 0^pidi?> 9i SaraiatittA nution, took pos^ * * ^ 
s€t^j^ of: Upper Hungary mad TranigA^ 
vanif^ji whicb the Grptbs kad vaottted when . 
tiiey dflisp^Q^ed ioto l(«ty> jM»d JustiiMm^ 
alarmed ait the Ui&w^ of these new iinrBdena^ 
prevailed eA Urn JLomba^ds to ajttaek thtmt 
4ttd^ iamediately con^lied with hk m^ 
qutet aiid intrusted tbe mauagenient of the 
wav to hJa son Aibobi, a wairrior o€ high 
renowTV who signalixed himsalf ia aexami 
eacounters with the enemy* 

Qo, ithe daceaae of Aiidoin^ AUdkuh ma* A. D. 566. 
c)9ed^ to the regal, power and. proaeeuted ^^^^* 
the war ii^nst Cuoiowad^ king of tha 
Gvepid®^ with continued success. At kngth 
tk^ jGrepidaB ware nearly annikilBted, and 
^fir ej[i9tence> as. a nation, teroiiiiated by 
^e dewth of Ciinknund> who fell, m faatlle, 
ai¥ii kii^ daugbiber> ftosamuoda became the 
pri»e of the cpaqUeroffj aad> by dint of m* 
ti[Qudati<»i4 hi^ queen. Elated at the forr 
tuaatft resuU of h'^ milttary iiiideiifdting^b 
Alt>qiB. di]?e0ted bi^. thQiight» towdir^ Italjii 
wUebf was thpa govecaed by Namest^ the 

Koiuan geaeraj;, mider the title of El^ar^h q/^ 
Btajfenna, and $^ing fimsi ihe unsettled 
i^ate of the cqantry, that it piNxai^d w 
^sy eoniqiieatji deterwned to invade it. 
j^ajBes bad hsAd tl»e leks ^ goifornnfteiit 
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IB Italy fifteen years from the doWnMl of 
, the Oatraj^othic monarchy^ but complaiMs 

having been made against him by the pe6* 
ple> who accused h|m of avarice and ^Ltor- 
tioa, the ^nperor withdrew bis countenance 
from bim^ and nominated Longinus bs 
his successor* On this/ Narses is alleged 
to have invited the Lombards into Italy; if 
not aisbis allies^ at least as eni^^mies to &e 
Roman ccHirt: but whether the assertion 
be true or incorrect^ certain it is that Alboifi 
A.D. 588. descended into the fertile plains of Italy^ 
accompanied by an immense number of 
barbarians, amongst whom were twenty 
thousand Saxons. Unable to oppose thiis 
overwhelming, force^ the Italian cities 
opened their gates to the invaders^ who 
gave. their name to its principal province, 
Lombardy, and tiie whole country became 
the immediate i^il of the conqueror, with 
thfe excef^ion of Pavia alone, which was 
fortified by the Romans, who defended it 
during the space of three years, and were 
at last subdued only by famine. Biitthe 
Lombard king did not long enjoy the fruits 
of his success: in a moment of intemper- 
ance, whilst carousing with his chiefs, he 
called for the skull of Cunimund, which he 
had preserved, according to the barbarous 
usage of the times, as a trophy of his vic- 
^ tory over the Gepidae, and filling it with 
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wine^ directed it id be carried to the queen 
wkh a request that fiihe wookl paitidj^te ' 
in bis revelry. B^samunda restrained thp 
expression of her indignation^ but the flame 
of revenge waa kindled in her Heart; and 
yrhen the king had retired to rest^ &he re- 
moved his armour^ and silently admitting 
two of her confi^ntial adherents^ prevailed 
oi)[ them to put him to death. The deed A. D. ^73. 
accoijupli^ed^ she escaped with her trea- 
mires to Ravenna^, and placed herself and her 
daught^ under the care of Longinus^ the. 
£xarch> who readily gnaited her an asylum;, 
and accompanied his protection with the 
offer of his ;1iand. The jealousy, however, 
pf one of the assassins, whom the queen 
had made coQipanion of h^ flight, in- 
duced him to administer poiscm to her, and 
on her decease, . the . trea^ires and the 
daijgfater . of Alboin were transported by 
Longinus to the. imperial residence at Con*. ' 

stantinpple. 

The Longobards. .then proceeded to. the 
iplectipn of another. king, and their unani*^ jy ^^^^ 
iQoii^ choice fell on Clepho,' a chief of the Clepho. 
spcie ni^ti<m,: who did not, ho^irever, long 
survive his election, for he was assassinated 
by one of his followers, . and as bis sou 
Antharis was under age> the di&rent states* 
of Italy wei>e. divided amongst the other 
chiefs, and governed by them as distinct 
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A. D. MSiPPPvinelp Ipt tbe spate of iM.ytBX^i M 
Antkwrii,^ ^;^mtHiB of that peri<Ml^ Aiidviii^^llv 

^ipytMiUoib aadkJb»«lwtedf(tf ys'eenMii^ 
^n^qlwdit, » Tbeodoliada, dangbter cf 
^9ilHil4» duki9 «f Bavuia. The faifltorjr 
c^ Ihe Lambaida durmg^ the nesA c^ihtv 
Aft aiittast 4e¥<Hd of iotarest : tb^ made 

/. ^ _ Ibefar permaMiit abode io the rioh cbmitrf 
4ftP9 had (u^ired by force of arms^ and 
becMn^ Wilted^ in a great n^oasace^ with U» 
/pfigtual whahitantft. Nor was anf moiea^ 
teAi0a ^BSired to the Jiettlenr by the empeiMi 
<if theeast^ lor they were suffiekotly oeeil*- 
pied ibr a eMuuderable nttiaber of years 
im fapeUiog the attijdks of the Pemaae and 
Tartar hordes^by wheal idtc^itateiy tlie saib« 
ty of Genalaiitiiiople wm Ihreateiied. The 
oaly infraolMtt of the public tiaA^iUity^ of 
fvhith any traces are preserved^ was the 

A. D. 680.io^afiioii of Italy by the Franks^ under tiie 
command of their king^ Childebert^ and l!he 
eeeaaionat sallies of the Roman EicaFchs 
^ ^ from their strong and only fortreas <rf ila« 

venna. . The incursions of the former were 
, attributable to the solioitaitiens of the Pon^ 
tiff aed citiEene^llome^ who^ finding tiie 
eB^>eior naafa&a to^umt them in repeUiag 
the gradual enetoacbments of the Lem* 
bMds^ had seoeurw to the afiiiteoieapis of 
guin^ and [HnQokised an enomoiH siM^sM^ 
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toChJUtitaMl Oil eenditibn tfoti HewMT 
raH^v^Himd ftemthe pressure of ibe Bai^^^ 
llMrilCns. The ■ king <if Austrasia readHy^ 
ifMepledl^flplendicI present/ and' hr com* 
]]ISlR)ce» wiflJl' the teams' on i¥&fefa it was- 
gil¥6n^ dft^(^6dt 1^ pbweriUl'ferceto^iMktM^ 
the Leittfteitfc and^ bring (Ikeii^ into snbji^^^ 
tiiiB/but in o oa se q i t etioe of a^^ dissentabnT 
afising^ amongsf tfte eleren^ tribes^ of whom* 
^tm army was eompmed/ Hie Franks re- 
tired from Italy wftheulr. strilting any ~ d^- 
srve hLaw. A seeoad expedition was im« 
mediately andertaken te remedy^tfaetftiltn^' 
o#the fomer;' fte newly acquired posses^* 
sioBs of the Ijombardl» were oreivran b^ tiie 
kivaders^ Q«^r eould^ any ^vent^ have ssved^ 
them frem devtraetioay except a btobdjr 
Tielory obtained by A^atharis and the as«- 
aemblied natron over the Franks and tikeir 
afiies. Theingtorions result of the cam- 
pa^|ni fer from depressing the. warlike spirit 
of 4be Aastrasian monareh> tended' ra^r 
to stimulate it to more vigorous exertion: 
he t'aified his fhg^tfve conntrymei^ made a 
hasty levy of additional troops^ and ted 
them to the scene of aetion. The penetm*' 
<ion of the king of the Lombards enabilBd 
hiini' te discoirer that a ^fierent mode (^ 
warflire must be adopted^ when GhtldebeM 
again took (he field : he; therefore^ wtth«^ 
drew his people into^ the eiti es and towni/ 
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which he fortified with aU poMibl^ dtti- 
geooe, and awaited^ in security, the ap«^ 
proach of his enemy. The Franks, with 
iheir usual impetuosity, overspread the. 
fiu^e of the country, and wasted their 
strength in fruitless assaults on the. strong 
holds of the Lombards, until a destructive, 
pestilence, deriving its origin from the un- 
wholesome marshes and fervid heat of 
Italy, swqpt them away in incredible num- 
bers, and the scanty remains of their once 
foraiidable host retired across the Alps,; 
venting their indignation, as they retreated, 
on such of the defenceless inhabitants of 
the plain, as were placed unhappily within 
the UmitB of their march. It may be here 
remariced, that during the space of a cen- 
tury after these events, the Roman Exarchs 
frequently attempted to create diversions, 
in fovourof the Roman Pontifi^ whose sub-, 
jects were expressed and his dominions 
gradually circumscribed by the victorious 
Lombards. These efforts^ however^ were 
unavailing : a faint gleam of success oc- 
casionally shone on the imperial . arms, 
but the forces of the empire were ulti- 
mately confined within the walls of Ra- 
venna, and that city would have &llen into 
the hands of the barbarians, had they been 
versed in tiiose branches of military science^ 
which facilitate the attack of fortified^laces. 
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Anthark did not loiig enjoy the ^loiry of A. p. iWl. 
hi« successes : he was hurried away in the^^****^' 
hour of triumph to &e mansions of the 
dead^ and Agilulf/ a Lombard chieftain, 
espoused the widowed queen^ and was , 

raised * to the throne by the unanimous 

• • • • . . 

voice of the nation. The new monarch 
wtts an Arian^ but the urgent remonstrances, 
of Theodolinda indoced him io embrace 
the orthodox &ith^ and it was to the con* 
version of Agilulf that the Roman Pontiff 
was principally indebted for the preser- 
vation of the remains of papal authority. 
At the same time, the just tribute of esteem 
and admiration ought not to be withheld 
from Gregory, the celebrated bishop of 
Rome, snrnamed the Great, who succeeded, 
at various /period?, by the mild arts of per<^ 
suasion and the influence derived from the 
sanctity of his life, in arresting the sword 
of the Lombards, when raised against the A. D. 580« 
states of the church. 

. Agilulf'Was succeeded on the throne by 
Ins son> Adelwald, and his daughter. Gun" Jddwaid. 
.d0berga> married Arialdus, who assumed JHa&ftff. 
the reins of goveriiment on the demise of 
.Adelwald without issue. The ne^ct king A. D. 049, 
s^pears to have been Rotharis, distin- ^^^^^^"^* 
guished by the compitotion of a code df 
laws for the better government of his sub^ 

jeetsy auK>i3gst vfhkhs to the credit of the 
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is^an edict .prahibkiiig the pttaisbmefit i»f 
BXffj pc^rsaa for tlie kpagkiarjF - clime i9f 
witefacraft. Itotharisj^waB fellp^fed bj^^ls 
HodboULWO Rodoald^; 4he Jafater/by; t4M»ef t -e>r 
^rt»er<.^ribaldj # dtif f iif ttie >8fliaie ifitkin t >ilil 
JBerroHtfAiihaldby hw SMHK'Bertiuidy \v4tf9/w 4iim^ 
£11^^^ .adnutted -hk ^owa rsan^ X^Jumfatort^ . "to mi 

A. D. 737:, 'In^|he-iei^ of liiilprtiifd^ ^laUt but >mie 
Lksi^a$uLj^f ^4|ie Lepnbtfrd ki0gjl9,rfai(o«e ilhe i&nMias 
Qontreversy betwrpf n the <e«)ptffdr Jjeoiasad 
Abe ^^a4iff; £rv^o^ the ^irndtT^^gaMiBQlg 
tthe'^OBBh^ af i«wgwti> ^hjoh >btid.' become 
^evak^t. tovvard8'4her e}ose rof itkfe eiitth 
eeatui^: ithe fornix, hilv)iig tliy tan edifit^ 
4^efaftbited lJiepdr<^9erHi,^^laiwi9 ofireli^oiw 
mevAip, : ^¥Rb^rt the ^jtti^ 'etictiuiviged ibis 
{people Af> p^posef^re ' ip ' Itie : Afloraticm <»f 

theological disputes ajib iDtaridbty i£sl»i- 

iig^hed' ' by ttbe 4ieM >iimdei^ /a(iiifii(^y : 

^ .10^^19 tinstft^e^ (tfale eiti^ >df ftla|y siitA 

f^Mh ihe ]wh^ftff:)a0mei:ittie E^Q^^ 

fllavanai^^ 'vy^orasp^saed 4ba vidttuae.'of stbe 

' . / -.Mi^eEo^ 6^ ^a imtito ito rtbe^ fttiTf; fdf. Hke 

"^ jp4ipga|ace^ AOd }$\m )th& ^ Jbcbij^baids r{^- 

}p6^a^ t9 tiave b^eUiaiMaiatiMl wilbttifi^iai^ 

. #f iif9|j yt^m ftmmc lef 4ihag^ lisenbifi. 

jj^t ^hf )pdiffflfit^n,(*Crttie «q|peioi3^ittte 



Ill 



mwiiim of hi»Mpl'fW«<itrf^ i*dNid0#*iMf 

pfft p to :-. tc Imgtt mrtwicirni i^iM fiitod wH 
Miftcdtmoted Idwaids ftbd shotet ^ of ilaigri 
li^»(bOfd«fi <» iniiet n tyt ge pw iMimwi t on - 
Itke fiUjUw99 of &e crime : ItoYeima ivasi i^ 
iwsledj mA the cafrture ol Ihe city ipmU 
^av^ b^e^ ioevitable had tfr not bee& sRVid 
\kj t)ie ^AmperMe osthuiiaMn. of its Mmdh 
et$, w}k^ BftUied from its gutm, defeated iho 
mFudiag t;ffO€p9>: diy>To ihgm to tbeir lUpa A- D. 730. 
witb imaumae lo«i^ aod qooftummated the . : / \ 
deatfuciioji (Df the impevmlpow^ 10 Italy* : 
. TJk ooMifig' iMriod of tmrooty years eK«A4^9* 7^ 
iMbiti Irw eifente cidaaU^ed to* iiistraicit m^ 
mmUte^- tbe imitual jetloual^ and. dm 
{mtea: of Iha Romaais and Lombanda iat 
cxfMiiig 10 pr^portioa as the latter^ enm^ 
laWd. fey ISm liixvry of Italif, ^oteoUnod m \ 

politioal flUaagtb. Tbo rofuwIoeGre9aryA.D, 739. 
d^vor 19. to (be Iuim; ^of tbeiLofohaids : 
Tbrasimund^ duke of Spoleto^ who had 
liUMwr^d :bi9 ^ppl^PWe atid t^a nefiige :i \ \ 
at jtho o0iir(. of Ibe ^Poatlf& gave ooaaaioa 
ta at d^ltory ^larfiif f , y/iwh exbauitod tba 
lWPiwoe» of Hhi^ cmf4»^n^ .partio%. inM 
oiit pMat^ng: mf pormaaant advaatagiiei to 

fiitboiraidp- ^ 

.Id. Ibis aitala affiara ooatiauod until a 
0bonl;t^ta«^prov'iom to tho daadi of iiiutt^^ 
pfattdf> "mh^ findijii^ bUas^lf aod his peopla 



uneqiMdito the fittsgoeB • of > perpetoal wnr^ 
fiure^ soKcHed a respite ^m the. woA of 
ekraage^ and coadudeda tnioe for twenty 
years with the Romans. Not hmg nSbm 

A. D. 744. tde cessation of hostilities^ Liutprand died, 

JIUdebraHd.BX^d was succeeded by Hiidebrand/ Who is 
supposed by some to be bis grandboii, and 
by others, with greater probability, his son 
by Guntrudis, daughter of Theodabert; 
duke of Bavaria, but the Lombards, de- 
spising their youthful sovereign, took up 

A. D. 740. arms against him, compelled him to vaciite 
the throne, a:nd elected Rachis, duke of 

A.D. 749.Friuli, in his stead. The. pleasures of 

lUcAtf. royalty, it appears, howev^, had not any 

charms for the new king: after a short 

reign of five years, he retired into a mor 

nastery, and the guidance of the state wa» 

.ilMi^Atff. assumed by his brother,- Aistulplius, who 
confirmed the power of the nation by the 

A. D. 762. capture of the important fortress of Ra- 
venna. 

*■ ■ 

A. D. 754. The subjugation of the papal dominions 
now seemed inevitable,, but the discretion 
of the Pontiff averted the impending storm : 
he undertook a journey into France, and 
urged its renowned monarch, Pepin,, the 
son of Charles Martel, to arm in defence of 
the church. The appeal was not made in 
vain : the French king entered Italy at the 
beitd of a numerous armv^ i^tacked' 
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pfitH^ teheed liim to stabmissidn^ Afid eoni^ 
peUed lAtn to give an assurance that be' 
Tvoutd; for the filture^ fespect the authority 
of the pbpe. 9ot the perfidy of the Lofn^ 
bri^d king^ displayed it^lfamnwdiately on 
the rSttim of the Franks r he renewed the 
war ag^i^st ihe pontifi^ and only desisted 
from his schemes of aggrandizement and 
plunder oil the re-appearance of Pepin^ who 
irritated at his basen^ took i^iich a mea* 
sure (rf revenge^ as effiscttarlly subdued the 
spirit and checked* the progress of the- 
Lombards. 

For the space of twenty years after the^ 
events^ Italy was distracted by a series of 
desultory conflicts^ undeserving the name 
of battles^ between the Lombards and the 
Romans^ Pepin and Charlemagne^ his son 
and successor^ invariably aiding the popes^^ 
and the latter using every exertion to ob- 
tain the mastery over their unwearied foe. 
At length Desiderius^ the last of the Lom- A. D. 774. 
bard kings^ was besieged in Pavia, his^**'*'*^* 
capital^ by Charlemagne^ taken prisoncfr^ 
and deposed : his daughter^ in whose per- 
son alone the royal line survived on the de- • 
cease of her unhappy father^ became the 
mistress of the conqueror^ and the Lom- 
bards ceased to exist as an independent 
nation. Under the patronage of the kings ' 
of the Franks^ the Roman Pontiffs regained 



yn m$ mQn ^ Urn fraat^ |N|r4 «f Italf^ 
ii^lfcli Ihey heUj fi>r n Mhm> an themilgrat* 
Mfd «t tlie pbfUHir# of those monarcbsb 
Bome <il mhom wv^ o!^ ^m^Ton of Otiw 
nwnft but 4wrm{p. the dfdiixl of that owpiMi 
and MBidrt th# ^BtraetioiM of FmoM in 
iMw raigq^f 4hf!7 cant ^ the yoke of f4* 
l^gjufxyotf assumed the supreme eomff^nd of 
iltidf, MBBd insisted (hat the Pope ivae th^ 
earthly r^pl;es^tative of 9t* Peter^ nod; 
eiit|t)e4f t^jr dime rights to the poiseiisioo 
i!(l[]llhe papal 4oiHiiiiops. 
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THURINGIANS. 



Baiderio^Bmnmifiid^BXSimJS^Berthariui 

Circa a^d. f^ 457. J 

< — Radagundii, 

Radagundi$ married ChtoHus Iff, king of the Franks. 



iadeposed 
Circa A.D. 511. 

Hemumfrid married Amtdabtrgy niece of Thaodoric^ king of the Ostrogoths. 

Roudinda married Audomy king of the Longobards. 

AmtiafrH became a general in the service of JyuXMtm, 
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CHMP; V. 
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ft^heir qrigin., JSapedjium mto GauL Air 
^ Quince viith ihe f^ranics ani OsttQgotht^ 



• ' . a • V t-^' • 1 •, « 
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ibe^e«iaeiid^iitfi iji^^he, a^ciaqt 9}ieniiji^ 

^ftufk tifet linqn JflbemBd Weae^ having 
j||i^i8tate>of .Hone ^Qasa^l ;4m •o^e <flMki» Ji^ 

r^^mgqltai, k lako ftovned iPliiMi^, ^ itiie 
iTIierolQgij, ran)! itbtt iNi0««ii;ftbe<i!w^ 4if 
.ik^m tiaiififu^ . nQtwin«ii|p and :p«tHifail 
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observation^ is found in the middle of Ae 
fourth century^ when they arQ partioukifly 
noticed, as having accompanied AttiU^ ki^g 
of the Huns^ in his incursions into Gaul^ 
and exereisedJionrid barbarities on the un- 
fortunate inhabitants of the country^ whom 
the chance of war. delivered into thmr 
. hands. 
A. D. 457. Soon after this, expedition^ the Thurin-^ 
gians are found under the government of a 
Amntff. chief named Bfusinus. Thb sovereign waa 
co-temporary with Chimeric, king of the 
'Franks^ a circumstance he had ample rea- 
son to regret^ fof his queen^ captivated witb 
the personal attractions or military fame of 
that monarch, voiunttarily deserted her hus- 
•band and threw herself into his arms* 
The issue ofthis connexion was Clovis^ the 
eeldi>rated king of the Franks^ and it is 
remarkable that the descendants : of this 
profligate woman by her paramour^ uiti- 
naatdy dispossessed her lawful children, of 
... i|)ieir dominions. Basinus had thi^ee' sons, 
Balderic, Bertibarius^ and Uermanfrid/the 
two former of whom died^ it appeai^> with- 
out male issue, but Bc^rtharius had a 
daughter, named Rad^undis, who married 
CSotarius the first, king- of the Prttdks* 
H^rmanfrid, the only s6n who lefi an hetr^ 
eqpbused Atnaloberg, niece of TheodoHc^ 
king of the OsirDgdthfii> by wb^Hn^he had 
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Jkinalafrid and RoMlinda: the former be* 
came a general in the service of the emperor 
Jastinian^ and Rosalinda married Audoin, 
king of the Longobards. 

Hermanfrid succeeded to the throne on Hermat^/Hd 
the death of his father and bro^ers^ but 
was deposed by Theodoric, the son of 
Clovis^ and shortly afterwards terminated 
his existence in confinement. Amalaberg, 
his widow^ driven from her home and des- 
titute of support^ retired into a nunnery, 
where she ended her days, and the terri-Cv^ 
tones of the deceased monarch were an- ^ ^* ** *• 
nexed to the kingdom of the Franks. 
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BURGUNDIANS. 



GUNTHICARIUS. 
Circai a.d. m 400. 

GUNDICAR. 
Circa a.d. ||9 440. 



Circa a.d. f|9 461. 



Cto^adM— CHILPERIC. 



ChtUdis married Clovis, king of the Franks. 
GODOMAR. 



S^mund^-GUNDOBALD—GodofitAr. 



Sigeric-^SlGlSUimD^Suavigotha. 
A.D. f|9 516. 
Sigkmund married Oatrogotkay daughter of Theodmic, king of the Ostrogothf, 
and Suavigotha married Theodoric^ king of the Franks. 

GODOMAR. 
A.D. M 530. 
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THE BURGUNDIANS. 



CHAP. Yl. 



Thmr descent Wan with the Romam mf4 
AUfMnni. Settlement m Ga^L Coii* 
quest by the Franks. 

THE extefAt of the country originally 
Oceiipied by the Biirgtmdmns^ has not been 
defined accurately^ but tihidr abode was; 
beyond doubts near ^ banks of the Elbe; 
in the vickfky of the Thuringians^ and fhey 
coutd tmce^ by indisputable etidience^ Aeit 
descent from the Tandals. During At 
earlier ages^ ^he political history of tfiis 
nation is enveloped in much obscurity, on 
account of the distance of flieir residence 
ftdm the ituperial dominions, but as far as 
any Hght is thrown on the subject, tfaei^ 
time appears to have be^ occupied fof 
many years in contests with the neighbour^ 
ing tribes^ and their system of warfiire was 
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generally conducted on the principle of 
agression. 

A. D* S77. The first military expedition of any im« 
portance^ In which the Burgundians are. 
found engaged^ according to history^ was 
a furious attack made on the provinces of 
Gaid, in conjunction with the Franks^ dur* 
ing the reign of the emperor Probus. In 
this enterprize the confederates were al- 
together unsuccessful: Probus not only 
drove them out of the invaded districts^ but 
pursued them with great slaughter across 
the Rhine^ and^ by way of retaliatibn> 
ravaged Germany as far as the banks of the 
Elbe. 

A. D. 184. In the reign of Dioclesian^ the Burgun- 
dians again approached the Rhine^ formed 
an alliance with the Alemanni^ and em- 
boldened by the example of the Goths^ who 
had attacked the eastern parts of the em- 
pire, poured forth their hostile multitudes 
over the plains of GauL , But they were 
vigorously repulsed by the Roman troopsi, 
sustained a severe defeat, and were com- 
pelled, with reluctance^ to retrace their 
steps. As they marched homewards^ dis- 
sentions arose amongst their chiefe, the 
barbarians turned their arms as'ainst each 
other, and a series of destructive contests 
ensued, which continued, at intervals, more 
than fifty years. / 
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■' Iti the niiddie of the fourth certtury/lhfeA.D. 367. 
Oenhian trihes beeame more i>opuious and 
darings made repeated hicursioiis into the 
Oidlic provinces^ and destroyed many of* 
the Rdmaii fortresses btiilt on the Rhine 
for the better preservation 6f the adjacent 
dilsitridts. /On this^ Julian^ -the imperial 
cfoiiinliafider^ marched against them with his 
aritiy and jrouted them in several battles 
with imttiebBe toss. He also compelled 
^eiti to reiiistate the fortifications they 
hftii destroyed^ and <;oncluded the campaign 
by the invasion of Germany and the con^ 
t|ue^ of its barbarous inhabitants^ as faf 
as the territory of the Burgundilins. 

In the reign of Valens and Valentinian^A. D^ 364^ 
the Roman provinces were again attacked 
mid Wasted by the Alemamii and their 
confederates^ ^aiid Valentinian finding it x 

impossible to confine them within the 
bounds of good order^ although frequently 
defeated/ deterrnined to set them at vari^ 
atu^ with the Burgutidians^ |u the Expec- 
tation of diverting their attention from 
the fijunder of his doik^inions^ and dimi- 
tii^fllg tlieir physical strength by ha^teti- 
itig their mutual destruction. With thii 
view, he ^encouraged a quarrel existing 
between them relative to ]some salt-pits a. D. 367- 
to which each nutibnlatd chUfnyj^nd the 
Burgundiaiii^y occupied ancl enfeebled by 



Uieir dissentioiis with the AleaiBiiiiii €q«ped 

to haraflB the Romaqs for tbe.iqpH^ /of mo^ 

tbau half a century . 

'^•'^ But this interval ot rqpod^i ho^inftfer 

' dufUhCs^^^fy^ to ^^ emperor^ at the tiinfe^ 

<»r»tf#.proTedj in the result^ to have bejen ptf ^ 

chased at ap expen^ve i^atej for the Bitf 7 

l^undians who were, it should se0mi under 

thegovemment of Gmrthujariu^, fte first of 

th^r kings mentioned by name in faistoityi 

ultimately gained the ascendancy, an4 hf 

their increaBe in nnmbejs and imprpy^mept 

in military science, found themselves, in. A 

situation to take the . field against the ^r 

man armies, which they did lifterwards 

. with Considi^rable iidvant^e« 

A. D. 440. In the ^ucceedii:^. reign of GundicaT^ 4be 

^"'**^' BurgundiaUs, wh<) had. been advanoing 
gradually for siavefaL years towards the 
south and ,^esti pursued their cou^rse with 
increased, rapidity, and though ^f wer^ 
vigorously attacked and. frequently def^^ted 
by the imperial trodps, yet so eatifely were 
the Rocaans occupied in. attcniptieg..to 
j*epel the Goths> by whom the astern pr^t 
vinces of ^e empire had been itivMed^ lh|tt 
jthe Burgnndians found oppprtqnity. at %r 
^rvate to rally and ^rsevere in 'thei^ud0r 
;, sign. Within a few yeats from thi^.pwpdi 
. the inqpreivirf stat^ of thek miii/M^Xv mi 
«€fur00s «i«ble^ them to join the WiMg^ti^ 
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Yfho w<^ jtfaSe^ peiJ€itratiii;^iii[U ^^ptia Vhhr 
1^ pa«rerfal artfiy^ mid :wMlst the latter 
were ^g^ged in the siege ot Narbonne, 
iber Bufgundian^ threw tkemariFes *4^ ther 
Pelgjc. provinces* Fortiiiie^ hoifirtver^ wa& 
unpcqpitioi^ to (heir . enterprise ; they sus^ 
tion^ a severe defeat front the' Romaiv 
troops Uiider the cammaiid of their giene^ 
v$i, i£tius^ who bad mardied to Uie relief 
off^auU And were driven into the mouni^ 
taib^ of SaVoy^ This disaster gaveatem-i 
poroty .damp to the ardouf.of the barba- 
risAl/but &iled to produce, any permanent 
^ffj^Ci on them : in a few years, they made 
anbtbeif attempt on the same districts, and 
succeeded in establishing themsdves in th^ A. D. 456. 
south.of France^ .near the place ia wfaieh 
they, had been routed by .the Romans^ . 4iqd 
which stiil bears tbeir. name* 
- At this . time, Burguiidy was gxiveraed a. d. 46 i . 
by Gundeucus^ wIkx had succeeded Gun-' ^"'»^^"^"*- 
di<^r> ^od who^ after a peaceable reign, kfit 
th6. kingdom to .his four .S0ns> Chilperic, 
Godamar/Gundobald. and QodesigtL ,Tfae 
tw<> former of the^e princes retained the 
sovereignty for a short period anly> and 
died .wititiout heir^^ except tJbtat ^Jiilperic 
lefts a daughter^ i named Cloiildm^ who mar-, 
tied. Clo vis,, the oelebraliid king_of the 
Fmttks»: iGiiodobald. ^aud . Godesigil . tbeq 
^ame <x)inpatitocaf . for the AbtaM^i aad 

h 2 
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the foraiery 4o 'whom his ntu\e, Ri^imer^ 
the con<|iieror of Itfily; had^ at'hb detfth^ 
transferred bis troops^ obtained . the ad- 
A.D. fioavuBta^ over his brother^ on which the 
hktter entreated the assistuice of Clevis^ 
who imiiiedsateiy marched to support his 
cauae. The king of the Franks had re- 
ceotlj embraced Christianity, and inflamed 
with religious ardour, anxiously endea- 
voured to spread in every direction the doc- 
trines of the church, to which he had be- 
come a convert. The opportunity, there- 
fore, of interfering in the affitirs of Bur- 
gundy was too valuable to be neglected, for 
it' not only enabled him to introduce his 
favourite tenets amongst the people, who 
were atlached to the faith of Arius, but also 
<^pened to his view the prospect of the con-> 
quest of that country. . Clovis accordingly 
attacked Gundobald at the head of a numer- 
ous army, and after ravaging his dominions 
and . seizing his principal towns and cities, 
compelled him to . sue for peace. Gundo^ 
bald, however, had the good fortune to 
induce tlie king of the Franks to accept 
reasonable tenn% of accommodation, and 
the latter oonaested to withdraw his troops 
on payment of an annual tribute^ But 
a» ^pon as Gundobald was delivered from 
thp^pFfWure and a[^rehen8ion of his eue- 
myyi»4teued his arms against Godesigil, 
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aiid fcaying defeated him^ secured the poctf* 
session of the crown," the. 'object: of Bis 
%jTd)ijkion; by putting Im faratlier to ^iaith* 
^diMfithstanding tbisr unpardohaUe act of 
craehy, Gutdobald Teigned\mmy' yeAtii, Guniohatd. 
bearing the character/ in other refi][iect% 
of a mild and learned m(Hiarch« ^At his 
decease: he left two sons, Sigismuhd and 
Oodomar, the fonber of whoQi. marriietd 
Ostrc^otha^ daughter of Theddoric/ ki^A* !>• *JC- 
of the O^trogothsj aiid succeeded his &jQ^ S^ig^und. 
on the throne. : • • '• , 

The comtneiusemcsnt of his reign was 
proqierous,;his daughtieir Suavigotha hav- 
ing oiariied Tfaeodoric or ^Fheuderic, king 
of the FranisVand by that alHance secured 
to him the pit^lection of her husband and 
his powerful relatives/ andiSigeric!, his son, 
having shewn every digpdsitibn to main- 
tain the authority and obey the dictates of 
his fdilher. Sigismuud took an early op- 
pottunity of displacing his piisty, for he 
rebuilt, at confeidierable expense, the mo- 
nastery of St. Maudtiiis or Mauride, a 
B4[>man commander, virho is alleged to haVe 
,beeh majslsacred with the Tbebaean legtoki 
by the emperor Maximiati» for bis ad- 
; liereQce to the Christian faith. Unha^- 
pily/however/this prondtsing state of tbiii^ 
was bf short duration, ^ and the death of 
OstrogotliU was the pf dude to a tragedy. 
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which e&ded in Ihedesftrte^h nf ibose by 
%dkom it 'WW denaed- V > ' ") '! > r .! 

• t Sagisiiliiiid manJbd ji isteond • time,' and 
his qaeen^ by whom hid ]^ jsemml diit- 
dreo/bdagdetennined tint ber^ ofl^pring 
^osld kiberit the throne^ used wexf sttil 
ficie to remove fligeric, who: aloiie : ister^ 
kenedbetiiieantbem and the crown/ With 
this view^ die infused: linjust gui^icionk 
' ' . ' info the mtud ef the king as to tim kpjtilt^ 
: .'C^his son, ancceeded ia .TDUQfig HiiB ieam^ 
and at length prevailed on the in&tiiatod 

A. D. siA'^rent fo put hiin to death. Bat the diiine 
•speedily received its merited panisbment ; 
rCblodii^j another of Che sens of CSoyis^ 
Tesenting the destruction of his nelaiivie', 
iinvaded the dominions of Sigismiind^ slewir 
.htra in battle^ and by the massacre of his 
wiie and children, amply retaiigcd ; th^ 
death 1^ Sigerio. 
Godomar. iprodomar,^ brother of the deceased kii^, 

A. D. 550.jgj^ J surviving heir, to the sovereignty, then 
•ascended the throne : but his reign was 
4>{ limited continuance: the Pranks, for 
6omecao9p which is not recorded in his- 
tory^ made an incursion into his dominions,^ 
-attacked and look him prisoner, and threw 
him into a dungeon, where death relieved 
jjliiw from his troubles, and Borgmidy . be- 

A. D. 53& came a component part of the dominioiis^^f 
vthe Franks. , *' 



BAVARIANS, 



TkeodcUnda, married— GARIBALD—6tind0aM, duke of Asti, in Italy. 
^nfAorw, king of the Longobards. a.d. f^ 511. 

GmikiJd married WaUhrada, daughter of Waccho^ king of the Longobards. 

Gwibald 84— THRASSILO. 
A,D. Hi 548. 



GARIBALD 8d. 
A.D. ttl 609. 



THEODO let. 
A.D. Hif 640. 

TAeodo&er^— THEODO 2A,'—Th«odebald^Grimoald, 
I A.D. m 680, 

GuKtrudis married Liutprand, king of the Longobards, and 
SutubUd married Charle* Martei. 

HUEBERT. 
A.D. ffS 725. 

Thrassilo 2d— ODILO— married CMUrud, daughter of 

m Charles Maritl, 

THRASSILO 2d. 
A.D. its 748. 



THE} "RAVAIIIANS. 



CHAP. VII. 



r ' 



f%ifir t»ars mitk the 0Btragi9ths and -Suevl 
' JilUanoe uilh th^ Franks. Canqi^st of 
Bavanabjf Charlemagne. 



^^ THE history of thfe inhabitants of Ba- 
varia is involved in obscurity till the reign 
of tjife . emperor Leo in the fifth century^ 
"v^en they are mentioned for the first time 
as a distinct nation. At th^t period^ theA. D. 467. 
Ostroffoths. having established themselves 
in Patinonia and made peace with the em- ' 
peror/ discontinued their attacks on the . 
Romaii dominions^ and turned their arms 
against the Suevi and Bavarians. Neithe^ 
of th^ 9ontendipg parties could produce an ' 

historian to perpetuate their exploits; and 
ther^fpre th^ result only of the war can be \ 

ascertained^ which appears to have been 
favoarable to the latter, for at the com- 



168 

A. D. 511. meQcement of the sixth ceatury, the throne 
GaribakLyrBS occupied by Garibald> a native of 
Bavaria^ who bore the title of diike^ mA 
espoused Waldrada^ daughter of WacdiOj 
kmg of the Longobi^rds. By t)iis princess 
he had two children^ Tfaeodolinda^ married 
to Aniharis^ king of the Longobards^ and 
Gundoald^ afterwards; 4uke of Asti in Italy. 
Circa On the death of Garibald, without male 

* 

^^' ^l: ^^^^* Tbrassilo was placed on tbe throne 
f rasn^ . ^^ Bavaria by .Gbildeb^Ft^ son of Clovis^ 
and then king of Paris and the adjacent 
^K^tritts, and be comtnenced his ouredrtif 
iiu :expedition/' in conjunction mkk- the 
Franks, against a tribe' of Supyi, who had 
fixed their abode in the northern parts of 
Spain^ but the result. of the contest isridto- 
gether unknown; 

A. D. 609* Thrassilo had one son, who,.oq fais.fa^. 
ther*s decease, assumed the command of th^ 

* * ^ ' « • 

<r^frifraM nation, by the title pf Garibald the Second, 

ine ^econa. ^^j reign^' for the space of thirty years. 

A. p. 640. . Xhi9 chie^n dieid without issue, and 

Theodo theyrBS foUqwed l^y .Thcodo the First: hego- 

^^^* verned the nation seyeral years - in , train 

quiUity; unusual to a degree in that turbu- 

A. D. sso^ent a^ra> and on his deatb^ without chil- 

Theodo the dren, Theojdo the Second ascen^led the 

Second, jthrone. . * 

Tfa^odo had three sons>- Theodeb^rt^ 
Theodebald, and Grimoald, whom lie as- 



socialed with bw at proper agps, in thie 
govenunent^ .and :%he joint reign of tb^ 
ftttker and his sodi» continued forty-two 
years. Of the latter^ Theodebert alone left 
iaaue> pamelyj . Huebeity . Gunt^disj the. 
spot^ie of Xautprand^ luiigof thc^ Lombards^ 
and S^unqhild^ :vvbo married Charlas MarteL 
son of Pepin of Hierstall aii4. afterwards 
kins:, of France. 

.Subsequently to the dqa^h of Tbeodo th? A. D. 735. 
seconds and bis. three sons^Huebert became **^*^'* 
leader of the people^ but be was afterwards 
attacked by Charles Martel^ defeated^ and 
dispossessed of his tfarone^ which was given 
to Odilo> who had married Chiltrud^ daugh- 
ter of the conqueror. The dearth of ma- 
terials renders it impossible to explain, 
with any degree of certainty, the means by 
which the Bavarian sovereigns or dukes^ 
who preceded Huebert, were enabled to 
retain the reins of government without iur 
terruption for a long series of years^ whilst 
the other states of Kurope were perpetually 
at war with the Romans or each other^ but 
it may be surmised that the Ostrogoths, 
Wisigoths^ and Lombards, of whom the 
principal apprehensions were to be enter-r 
tained, were fully engaged hi the conquest 
of Italy and Spain, and the Franks, by 
. wh<Mn Bavaria might have been easily sub- 
dued at any time, either were united to the 



1 



110 

Keads of Chat liatioh by ^llie des ofKkhiity' 

compalct' and treaties of alliance/ br^ Were 

blhierwise occupicid by tlieir oWn poBficitf 

di^entiohs. 

OdUo. Tlie rel^ of Odiio passed away quietly, 

and^ at his death, the ducal crown descend*' 

TAraMiToed to iiis son and ^successor Thrasdlo the 

A D^48 ^^^*^ • Sooh' after his accession, however, 

Thrassilo was deprived of his dotninioM by 

• ' '' €faariemagne, son of Pep|h^ king of the 

' Franks, who annexed them to his own. 
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FRANKS. 



Name unknownr^hODlO-rMorowus, 
A.D. m 440. 

CAiWcric— MEROVEUS. 
Died A.D. ^ 456. 

Clovis--LaMthadu--QnUjDW.mC--AudeJleda, married Theodoric, king of 

A.D. gH 457. the Ostrogoths and Italy. 

Theodorio^Chhdomir-^hOVlS^CMldebert~'Chtmi8--aotharius. 

A.D* y/H 4ow<i 

Cfovis married CtotUdis^ daughter of CMperic of Burgundy. Theodoric married Smvigotha^ 
daughter of 5^gr««»«nif of Burgundy. CAA>({omtr married Gim/Aeti^a. Cfo^dw married 

. uimaiBReX:, kingofthe Wifiigoths, A.D. 590. CUtharkM married ii^ibgwudu^ daughter ^ 
of Berthariui, of Thuringia. 

2%«o<2o&er«— THEODORIC— king of Belgica, prima and secunda. 

A.D. Hi 511. 

Theodobart married Vingard^ daughter of Waccko^ king of the Lombards. 

TAeorfoAflW— THEODOBERT, king of Belgica, prima and secunda. 
A.D. ^ 534. 

THEODOBALD, king of Belgica, prima and secunda: 
A.D. H^ 552. died without issue, a.d. 554. 

CHLODOMIR, king of Orleans: killed in battle, 

A.D. ^ 511. A.D. 534. 

CHILDEBERT, king of Paris: died without issue, 
A.D. m 511. A.D. 558. 

Sigebert — Ctaribert — Cruntratn — ChUperit — CLOTH ARIUS, king of Soissons — ^became sole 

A.D. f^ 511. king, A.D. 558. 

(SMkarim firstinajpried Aadegundis — deoondfly, Guntheuga^ widow of Chhdomir. 

Ji0r<JU--CLARIBERt, king of Pari* i-died a.d. 572. 

'; £«rtAamarried£<A<^erf, king^ofKent^- 
GUNTEAM, king of Orleans and Burgundy ; 
A.D. m 561. died a.O. 593. 

First wife, ^utlovera— CHILPERiC, king of Soiscons : kiU«d a.d. 584. 
Merweu3—Theodobert—Clovis—\ a.d. ^561. 

Second wife, GaiUsumth, 
' Ingundia — I 

Third wife, Fredegundis, " > 

' Clotharius 2dr—\ 

Clodosuintk—CMldebert—SlGEBEBTy king of Austrasia: killed' A. d. 575. 

a.d. €|i 561. 



Sigebert married BrunekUd^ daughter of Anathagild^, the Wisigoth ; 
and after his death she married Merovtus, 

jrAeoitoJ«r«—2%co<for«>— CHILDEBERT, king of Paris, Orleans, and Austrasia, 

A.D. ffii 584. died a.d. 596. 



THEODOBEI^T, king of Paris, Orleans and Austrasia: 
k,t>, M 596. died a.d. 610. 



Si^eJ«r<— C/itWc&er<— Corftiw-7Jtf€rot;eMS— THEODORie, king of Paris, Orleans, and Aus- 

A.D. 590. tiasia: died 611. 



FRAiiKS continued. 

SIGEBERT, king of Paris, Orleans, and Austrasia. 
A.D. H} 611. 

CHILDEBERT, king of Paris, Orleans, and Austrasia. 
A.D. t|} 611. 

GO REUS, king of Pnris, Orleans, and Austrasia. 
▲.D. m 611. 

MEROVEUS, king of Paris, Orleans, and Austrasia. 
A.D. ffS ^^h 
Dagobert-^Charihert — CLOTH ARIUS Sd^ king of Soissons. Afterwards sole 

A.D. {to 584. king. Died a.d. 688. 

Sigebert—Clavit 8il— DAGOBERT, married NantOdit. Sole king. Died 

A.D. Hf 628.. A.D. 638. 

CHARIBERT. 

jDa^oftcrf 2<^-SIGEBERT— died A.D. 660. 
' A.D. m 638. 

Clotkariui ^— CUIdsricifc— 31l«oilorJc-^LOVIS Sd— sole king. Died a.d. 656. 

A.D. m 650. 

CHILDERIC— CLOTHARIUS 3d— and THEODORIC^reigned together. 
I A.D. tB 656. I 

DanM. I— CUZe^ert 3d— Oooit 3A 

CkUdeHe died a.d. 673 ; Ckihariut 3d, a.d. 670 ; Theodorie a.d. 691. 

Oofcrni*— DAGOBERT Sd, king of Austrasia— killed a.d. 678. 
A.D. H^ 673. 

CLOYIS 3d, possessed all the kingdom, except 
A.D. fj} 691. Austrasia. Died a.d. 695. 

I>agoitri 3d— CHILDEBERT 3d, possessed all the kingdom, except 

A.D. fl^ 695. Austrasia. Died a.d. 711. 

TAeodorio— DAGOBERT 3d, possessed all the kingdom, except 
A.D. M 711. Austrasia. Died a.d. 715. 

Fh^ wife, P2eclr»ds«— PEPIN, of Herstall, king of Austrasia i died 
GrtmooU— Dro^o— I a.d. m 678. a.d. 714. 

Second wife, J^mi^ 
CharUi UtarMr^OdldArimdrA-' 

Orimoaid married Teutsinda^ a Frisiau princess. 

CkUderic 3d-^DANIEL or CHILPERIC 9d— died a.d. 790. 

A.D. fff 715. 

CLOTARIUS, son of DagobeH 2d. 

CarolomaRmfff—Pig»tii—(iiMfo— CHARLES MARTEL— CAtZlnid, married OdOo^ 

Hi duke of Bavaria. 

Charlei Martel married 8unehild, daughter oT Theodeberty of Bavaria. 

, Wwd«f&-CHILDERIC 3d— deposed A.D. 747. 
A.D. fl 74S. 

, Glar29imv«*--P£PIN— €ole king. 

A.D. ttl 747. 



CHARLEMAGNE. 
A.D» M 768 
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' CHAP. VIII. 

• » ♦ _ • 

\Thetr origin. Jncursioris into' Gaul. Wars 
with Ihe Romans. Establishment in 
Qaul. Victories ' over the Wisigotks, 
/Bavarian^ Burgundidns^ arid T%urinr 
'gidns.. Tfie^ assist the Popes and conr 
quer the tfombards. Defeat the Moors 
zn Spain^ Their lams and 'cuslo7ns. 
^Charlemagne becomes King of 'France 
and Einp^r or of Germany. 



THE history of the Pranks is so ititer- 
-woven with thai of the people of Graal;tiatv 
it is impassible to treat of t^heone, witbouit 
rrefc^rring Jit- the same time to the oilier t 
.added to Mrhich^ the reader may fiod amiise^ 
mehi in tracing the various iehatiges. which 
•happened, ill the states of Gaid frpm; t|ie 
|>eriod of their cooqoest by the itomani^, 
until tbetr £ual iiuioa by the. Franks, into 
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an independent monarchy^ under the title 
* of the kingdom of Prance. In the reign of 

B.G. 578.Tarquiniud Priscus, the fifth king of Rome^ 
at the distance of five hundred and seventy- 
eight years before the Christian sra, lived 
Ambigatus; the first Gallic chieftain 'men- 
tioned in history. His sons^ Bellovesus 
and Sigovesus^ were^ sent by their father 
into Germany^ as adventurers^ with a train 
of followers, on which the latter settled in 
the vicinity of the Hercynian forest^ avast 
wood at that time extending across the 
cenireofGermany, and the former, tempted 
by the allurements of Italy, croissed the 
'Alps and founded the city of Milan.' Tlie 
infant colony remained unmolested by the 
Romans and other nations in Italy for the 
space of three centuries^ and during that 
period^ its numbers increased' rapidly by 
the ordinary course of population^ and the 
accession of new settlers^ attracted by the 
genial climate or the expectation of future 
plunder. ' ' . 

B, C. 3S0, In the lifetime of Camilliis, the cele- 
brated Roman general^ a vast assemblage 
of Gaiib emigrated from the banks of the 
Seine^. under the command of their leader^ 
iBrenniis, burst into Italy^ and being joined 
by a powerful reinforcement of the Mi- 
lanese/ made their way to the gates of 
Rome. The barbarians plundered aud 
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burnt ilie ioifjerkl city^ put the senators to 
deaths luid \ were about to crown their 
trittin{rii* by the seizure of the capitbl^ when 
^ Roman troops^ headed by Camilluis/ 
suddenly arrived at the scene ot destruc- 
tion^ fell- on the enemy^ whoixi they de* 
stroyed ii^ myriads^ and drove the sur- 
vivors beyond the Alps. The Gauls en- 
gaged in this expedition^ were principally 
the Senones^ a people of Transicdpine Gauly 
near Sens^ on the river Seine^ not far from 
Orleans : they made frequent incursions 
into Italy^ and at length establii^ed them- 
selves on (he eastern coasts of it^ where 
they are supposed to have founded the 
citiL of FaX Rhnini. Sinigagliu, so 
caUed from the people^ Sewme^ Gallic and 
]^$saro. [They were finally attacked atid 
exterminated by Dolabella;, the Roman 
general^ i wo hundred and eighty- three years 
before the Christiaii a»ra. 3 

At the expiration of a century^ an expe^B. C 278. 
dition was made by the Gauls, under ano- 
ther chief also named Brennus, into Greece, 
fdth the intention of plundering the famous 
temple of Apollo at Delphi, and the invad- 
ing army was augmented, as usual, by the 
addition of multitudes of Germans. That 
poble edifice was built in a sel1licircull^' form, 
elevated above the plain which expands from 
its bue, atid cirowned by the terrific crags of 
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Pariia9»U0» 'When the GauIs iMuiariivedt at' 
the extremity of the narrow defile whieb: 
l^ada to the fibrine pf the son of «J«i|>iter a^id. 
Ija(K>Xia» the tentpte burst on their astoiutthcd': 
view ia aU ita majcAty : its soliUide itisfii^ed 
th^m with, religions awe^ and llieir heoAed: 
iiiiflgiaatioii9 piictured to their sight ApoUo 
and Minerva^ .armed nvith. heaveoly wea^ 
potiSj artd hovering in the front c^ their 
terrestrial abode. Before the barbarians 
had time to recover from their suii)ri8e^ 
they were attacked by invisible enemies^ 
the impending rocks afipearod . Iq irortible,., 
huge fragnlents suddenly overwhelmed their 
affrighted hosts^ and hi the general aoxtety 
to e^ape^ muUitudes wefe trodden to death, 
in the fatal pass^ The flower of the Qallict 
army perished on this occasion : Brennu8> 
impelled by horror and remorse^ termlitated* 
his existence by hxi owti hand, and though 
the modern historian .will readily ascribe 
the failure of . the , expedition to ita true 
cause;. 1^ stratagem concerted by the inhliw 
bitants jof the country to. destroy their ene^ 
mies without incurring, personal resk> .th« 
less :^digfatcned mind of the barbarkia 
chief Could only attribute the .destractioni 
of .bis followers Id the immediate presenea 
pC the offended Dekty, The Gaub wha 
were preserved from tJbie fate of their oofoi-^ 
iradesi .forced liie& wiy. .towi^rds the shdrea 
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(bepnselves ii^^ G^lieja^ or Gp^lo-pra^mi 
ivj^jqh i|ow ft>ir»is part of tbe j^oVinee cff 
Atiati^i% iIl.T^rkey in Asin. 
r JRather ^ore than t>iv:Q ipeQlilries before B. C. 2^4. 
^e Christ jan a^ra, the QmU m^dfi ati irtrosid 
i^to Italy^ bat were at tficl^ed , alid routed by 
Marc^Mfii^ tbe RoniaA ^i&nerstl ; their king 
yiridomarus wan killed in tb^ aptioiii a<i4 
tbey ware compelled to i^tr^il; (tod $oti<^tt ^ 
a susp^sipn of hostilities ^ . ^ 

Nesu-ly a. century aftisrw^ir^ the Clmbxii B. a i<^* 
iqhabitaate 0f JDeniBi^rl^i and:tbe. TeUtones^ 
ivjh<) are supposed to have dwelt in tbe 
islaads <3^ Z^l^pd and Funenj entered 
furjg^liljn ii;icredibl^num.bersi.and ^tersomea C los. 
time Ta^ade tb^jr way towt^rds the Medi^ 
^^rapeani and ^oqOqtit^r^d a yaat a](my sent 
a^ifl^t tbeia by, tbe RoAana^ under -two. 
of their f^onspis^ wtioin they defeated with 
greaJt loss^ nearly eighty thoiisand of Hia 
ij^erial troops beings slaia. The barbae 
rjyans^ ,thep jlivi^ed their trif^es^ . intor t^o B, a iq« 
0|visiqi^, one of wluieh pqn^u^d thei^cpUrse ^^^ ^^*' 
(>f tite :Rh|»{i^ ai)d the otb^r liiyaiied Italyj^ 
antic^pfttki^ in Jmagiaation> ^h^ plunder. 

$if {^9me. > Rat Q. Mmns^ thft telebrattd 
f^^nl) h^ayiag been detacbed hi the head 
pf*tto4b^iW#yji,gaye baft<A^ to Um enemy 
i^jAi^^itieaf the inloiii^ of the ]Rb<»ne,. taid 
mii^tm ^ liyNi4fiw.tv|<kb.he returned 
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mto ttoly/iittd^eked the itsidue of flke^'b^^ 
buriatis^ gave fh^m a isaghal defeat^ iMd 
drove them out of tlie imperial dbmiQiOfi&. ' 
A few years mfter ihese eTenfs^ a 6loOdf 
War ensiled between the Sequani^ a people 
of Gaulj who th^n resided near Autuit 
in Burgundy, and the Edui, another 
Gallic nation; whosfe residence was near 
Bedan^on^ OU the river Doubs, iii thedis-- 
irict ttoW known by the name of Frandie 
Compte, under the command of theii^ 
king Divitiacus. The dispute continued 
several years^ add the Sequani b^g woTst-^ 
ed, were compelled to solicit th^ itid of 
Ariovistus^ one of the mort powerful a- 
. mongst the German princes, which was 
readily granted, and the fortutie of War ' 
changed rapidly in their favoiln Iil this 
B.C. 55. state of affairs, Julius Caesar made his ap-* 
pearance in Gaul, and findings that the 
Edui were unable to resist the United at^ 
tacks of the Germans and Sequani, threw , 
the weight of the .Roman arms into thci 
scate^ which immediately preponderated in 
fiivotir of the Edui. Thie Wars in 'Gaul 
continued many yiears, but hb.d not th6 
address of Caesar enabled him to foment 
ditoentions between the native chiefs, and 
occasioned them to turn their arms agaibst 
each other, the nUmericarstre»]g^h c^lhe 
barbarian^ wouldhave been soffieient al4be 
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to destroy the. Rom^n power. )Amcf<tgBt 
the diiTerent nations with whotnCaese^ hud 
io contehd, were the Sequani^ sqpported by 
Aripti^tus and hi^ Germans^ the Atr^bates, 
who occupied the modemdistrictof Artois,' 
the Nervii, whose resacfence was in th^. pr6- 
Tihce of Hainatilt^ and the Ebpro^ies; inha? 
bitahts of Liege and the adjacent countiy, 
under the command of Ainbiorix. These 
nations who were, at one time, lat variance, 
and at another, united by treaty, according 
to the fiuctuatin^ disposition of their chiefs,' 
made head ag^^inst .die arniies of Rome, 
whilst the Helvetii, or natives of Switzer- 
land, the Sueyi,' then resident between the 
Vistula and^ the Elbe, the Belgae, who 
occupied that tract which lies betweeft the 
Upper Rhine and the ocean/ and the f!eU«, 
to whom belonged the country between 
the Seine and the Loire^ severally, con- 
tributed their share of exertion towards the 
destruction of the common enemy. The fpr- 
tiitie/ ho Wever, or rather the disciplinedr va- 
lour of the Roman troops pifevailed over the 
unskilful attacks of the barbarians, and the 
wiioJe province of GauL was ultimately 
reduced to a state of submission, in whidi 
it continued during the period of Caesar's 
life. On the commencement of the civil 
war between that general and Pomp^y,-!a 
which the subject of contention wa^it^e 



empire ^^f Roiite> nuix^ers of the German 
ftnd 'ChsAic chi(ifs were invited to serve 
under tte'*lMiuners of their conqueror: a 
measure productive of twofold advantage : 
it added materially to the strength of 
Geeter's arniy^ ahd^ at the same time^ ena; 
bled hith to detaih the principal men of 
each tribe dnd nation^ virtually as hostages, 
but professedly as associates^ in his camp. 
B.C. 44 After the death of Caesar^ Augustus as- 
^^^sumed the imperial dignity, and in accord- 
ance with the best interests of the state^ 
endeavoured, as far as theOauls were iii 
question, to conciliate the good- will of the 
barbftriads. 

The success of his efibrts is demonstrated 
by tfie fsLCij that one irruption only was 
made into Oanl by the Germans during his 
reigti, and although Lollius, the general 
who^ was sent to repel them, sustained a 
dde^t, yel ttie other armies of the empire 
speei^ly retrieved the honour of the nation 
by ikiqpeated victories over the barbarians^ 
A. D. 37. Gdigula^ a monarch infamous for his 
e^^aTdice and ostentation, undertook aj^ 
exp^tion into Germany, aiid visited the 
nor^-^^estem provinces of Gaul, but the 
adtalEice of his troops was merely a splendid 
pratession, and the campaign, if that name 
ean be consistently attached to it, ended 
wIQmiiI bloodshed, the only inemorialof 
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hia journey being La ToQr d'Or^ near 
Boul^ne^^ which he is said to have btiili. 
For the space of two c^nturied from this 
.periods the Roman epipire ^oaned under 
the yoke of a sacc^sBion of despotic sove- 
jreigns^ mest of whom disgraced humanity 
by itheir crimes. The several reigns of 
these tyrants were generally of short con- 
Ijmiance, and afforded a melancholy speci- 
nien of tiie depravity of mankind : raised to 
the imperial ^igi^i^y by the power of the 
anny/ whose ^Btvom* they had conciliated 
by ample bribes, or by the reluctant voice 
fof the people^, whom they had terrified into 
cofn^iance, . they terminMed tlieir career 
by violent deaths^ % nd^eceivi^ the punish- 
Aient of their vices and eruelty at the hands 
of tbedr subjects. But Gaul remained in 
peace diuring the troubles of the empire, 
with the exception of a lew iimnateriitl dis- 
turbances which were speecfily quelled : the 
BJii'Be^ and the chsim. of fortified posts si« 
tuated 00 M» banks, awed the Germans 
and resisted their attacks : tranquillity was 
mftiitttained in the interior of the province 
by the legions which were dispersed in 
con ven lent Btations, and many (^ the Roman 
commanders, who aspired to the supreme 
power, were indebted for their success to 
the assistance of the proteclws of GauV. . 

m2 . 
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A. D. 338. At this time, the Fraiiks. renowned ih 
after-ages as the lords of Europe^ and the 
only successful opponents of the followers 
of Mahomet^ first appeared on the stage of 
history. They are supposed to have. been 
inhabitants of Ihat provincie of Holland to 
the north of the Zuyder Zee, now known 
by the name of Friesland, and when their 
numbers had materially increased, they 
became incorporated with the Chainavi, a 
' race of barbarians residing between the 
• Lower Rhine and the Weser, near . Mun- 
sterj with the Bructeri, inhabitants of 
Overyssel, and the Sicambri, who occupied 
Guelderland. These united tribes were at 
length distinguished by the general name 
of Franks, which some suppose to signify 
Freemen, in the same manner as the oiit- 
. c.«.orsitaggler,fro„.U.eGom,.nnatio,» 
passed under the common denomination of 
Alemanni, or -4Z/-Mcn. 

A. D. 557. In the ; reign of GaUienus, Posthumus, 
the Roman general, who commanded in 
Gaul, caused himself to be proclaimed 
emperor in the west, and commenced a 
furious war on the Germans, but he was 
killed and succeeded by Laelianus, probably 
the next in command. The latter was 
soon afterwards piit to death, by his soldiers 
in a tumult, and Victorinus took the lead 
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in public affairs : he, however, at ho great 
distance of time, niet a similar fate, on 
which, his mother Victoria or Victorina, 
united her influence with that of Tetricus, 
on whom the charge of the Roman troops 
devolved, and the confederates jointly as- 
sumed the sovereign power in Gaul. On 
the accession of Aurelian, he led an army a. D. 27«. 
into the revolted provinces, and .attacked 
Tetricus, and reduced him to submission. 
The emperor also commenced hostilities 
jagainst several of the German tribes, who 
had invaded Gaul during these disturb- 
ances, defeated them with severe loss, and 
drove them across the Rhine: then turning 
his arms against the Franks, who had also 
availed themselves of the opportunity af- 
forded by the unsettled state of the Roman 
affairs, to penetrate into Spain, he com- 
pelled them to retire into the western parts 
of Germany, where they took refuge a- 
mongst the Burgundians. The extent of 
that spirit of eriterprise for which the 
Franks have been famed at all times, may 
be conjectured from the circumstance that 
(Bven at ihis early period of history, they ar^ 
found at Tarragona, a city on the shores of 
the Mediterranean. Some writers are of opt- 
niqn tliat, being a maritime people, numP- 
bers of them were carried by the receding 
tide from their own coasts towards the souttf^ 



and arrived at tbat place by a circuiloitt 
yoyBg^ thjrougk the Mtraks of Gibrailar> 
wUbt other»> mih greater probability^; iaub- 
gine that some of their tribes followed the 
courae of the Rhine^ traversed the south of 
France^ and made their way through the 
heart of Spain. 
A. D. S77. In the reign of Probus, the Oermaos^ 
aided by the Franks and Burgtudians^ 
made new inroads into GauL which otea- 
aioiied the emperor to set his army in 
motion against them : a bloody war ensued^ 
in which the barbarians were defeated with 
incredible slaughtw, and driven into die 
fastnesses of Germany. These/ hdwever^ 
were insufficient to protect them from the 
fury of the conqueror*: the fngitives were 
pursued with unremitting dUigence, and 
multitudes of the Franka made prisoners^ 
and carried into the Roman fM'ovinees 
bordering on the Euxine or Black Sea. 
Numbers of them subsequently Escaped 
from captivity^ seized ail the vessek they 
^ikHild collect, and after ravaging the ribores 
of Greece^ Sicily, and Africa, directed their 
course' towards the north, and landed on the 
western coast of Holland. From this'event 
it Was, that the Franks were supposed, in 
early times, to have derived th^r origin 
frotai Greece, or the vicinity of the Paius 
Mflsotis, or sea of Azof. 
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V Hie conteate fof poif^r^ which itooiLfiAot a. p, ft4. 
fHTwioiidy to ibe iicmeflsioit of Diocfefeian^ 
tfiuspuraged; the Buij^midtime and AtomaDfli 
to hi^md^iiiotlief jiHWta^ hitofiftnl^bat 
the attempt urns amasNMSBSifol ; the ei i ^rar 
and his colleague Ma^imiaii attached and 
ddbfited them in several encannter&r land A. D. ^8« 
finally reduced Ihem to unqualified, sub- 
mission. The Franks had at this tima^ 
attaine<4 considerable proficiency in the art 
pf navigation^, whioh may beobsdrvedfirom 
the follomqg incident. Carausiu%: a chi^ 
of the Menapii^ a natioa. residing in. the 
north of Dat^h Brabant^ entered info an 
eiitgligemenli iv^h the Romans to dbar the 
seas-lroro the Siaon pirates, but having ia'^ 
curred the displeasure of Us employers by 
regaining th$ booty, for his own use^ he 
jretirad into Britain and assumei] the regal 
jpower on; the coast of Kent*. ;After a time^ 
hewps, murderedi and AUectu£(» ' his suc- 
cessor^ took up arms against the Rom^iis 
.and solici^d tiie.aid qI the Kniid^> -in^o 
fitted out a numerous fleet and disembarked 
on the Isle of Wight^ which they secured by 
an extensive chain of fortifications, whilst 
another party made its way to JLondon* > 

PpnsiiintiiiSi on wh<Mn tha command of A. D. tin, 
Qaul hmAr then devojived> determined to 
Icheck th# sprit of aggressbn, which the 
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FranJka perpetually displayed ; he therefore 
built a cDosiderable • Mtrtiber o€ vessels; ^id 
lauding on the island, compelled' th6 Prdit)k# ^ 
to. surrender • at diic^rcition. He li^BXt di- 
rected his course towtirds Lbnidon, gftre 
battle to the;enemy^ who 'had taken possels^ 
Bion of it, and put them to the rout, after 
-which he proceeded to depode Allettus, and 
reunited Britain to the empire. S6 great 
was the carnage amongst the enemy, that a 
stream of water, which theti ran through * 
the metropolis, and near which -the battle 
raged witli thegirealest fury, was cboaked 
by the :bodies . of the Galli or WaUi,- who 
wereslain^ and from that circumstance i^^ 
ceivedthe name of Wallbreofc. • Nor did 
Constantius remain satisfied with this meaL-^ 
sure of retaliation : on his r^utn to th'6 
continent, he carried his^ arras into^ Pri^s- 
land and the adjacent countries : defeated 
the: Franks in several engagements, atad 
having taken great numbers of prisoners; 
sent them to Rottie,* from -wheuce they were 
, dispersed throughout the states of Italy, as 

slaves. '-- '- ' ^ 

A. D. 313. .The/ effects of this severity were such, 
that, with the exception ' of a > slight eotii^ 
motion in the reign of Coti^tantihe, the- 
first Christian emperor, >whtch was« inltne^ 
diatelyx^UQiied, the Fraiiks did not ven^ 
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ture^ or had not i»treng(h^ to take Ibe field 
as8ki9t'1&6''Ro)iiftn8 for the f^A^ t>f iH^rly 
haAf a centary. 

On tke death of Constantine^ however, A. D, S40« 
they again venfui^^to make an incursion 
into Gaul, but were repulsed by the em- 
peror Constaris, and tranquillity restored by 
means of a treaty of peace. This cessatidn 
of hostilities continued for the space of 
sixteen years ; after which Cbnt^tantius, the A. D. 350. 
reigning emperor^ b^g engaged in a wkr 
with the Persians, the Franks joined their 
forces to those of the Alemanni, who were' 
then resident in the vicinity of the Rhine, 
near Stutgard, and rndde a formidable attack 
oni Gauh The effect of this inroad pro- 
bably would have been the loss of the 
Gallic provinces, had not Gonisrtantius pru- 
dently taken J^ulian, the nephew of Con- 
stantiue. and one of his* generals, as his 
associate in the empire, and secured his 
fidelity by ohiting him to his sister He- 
lena, in marriage. The first efforts of 
J uliat'i to preserve Gaul frdih the ravages of " 
the barbarians were unsuccessful ; he was 
pressed by them on all sides, and the de^ 
feat of Barbatio, a Roman general, who ' 
had advanced firom Italy at the head of 
thirty thousand men, to* create a diversion 
in bis favour, gave additional encourage- 
ment' to the hopes of the enemy. This 
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^ctfMry was foUoired by niilMrauft eiiga^- 
mBntoj ivlufih tefininated wtlh' yariB^ me* 
cem, till at length Julian; haring oaQedOf 
'tmlM all his fofces in tbe vkkoky at 
^trasburg^ was aurroubdecl'fby: the- bar- 
barians under* the coimaa&il of Chnodatnar^ 
kad^rofthe Alemanai. A deflf^eratebat*^ 
Ue Hien ensued^ In whick vtetory nkiiiiatdirf 
declared for the Romans : CSinodamar waa 
« taJken prisoner and carried to Bome^ where 
he ended bis clays^ ted Jiriian being re- 
inforced by Barbafio, who had rallied lus 
scattered troopsi^ peneteated izko Gperman]^. 
The campaign concluded by tiie redaction 
of the Alemanni and their allies^ who weare 
compelled to. give hostages £br tbeir (uw 
ture obedience^ and to rebuild tiie Roman 
fortresses on the Rhine. Having: thus 
delivered Gaul from tiie scoin^e of the 
^nemy, and made ample provision for ite 
defence against the barbariansy Jnlnm 
advanced into Holland^ defeated the Safii, 
near the River Yssel« and then placed Us 

A.D. sjr.army in winter quarters at Paris. These 
victories were the means of peace being 
preserved in Gaul till the joint rei^n: of 

A. D. 364. Yalentinian and Yalens^ . wh^en the Aks^ 
manni having in some measure recovered 
fjfom their defeats again took up arms aiid 
passed the Rhide. Their iindisciplitiad 
forces^ howevier;^ wei^ unable lo coiiftend 



mtbr>ttKI Hommk l^giofte: thegr waee ide^ 
ffiatftd iv^ gneal tlau^er l^: Jovitttti^ 
geop^ of tke cavalry^ .«Dd dri veil' back 
into their native fi^esta^ where* th£Sy. ire* 
nMiQ/Qi) ,113 :U8iial . conoMled from the eye of ' ' 
the twtoriau^ mitil tinM and. leitMire had re<> 
criiited . tUm^ exhausted ranks. Tbrir next 
frtt^miit on Gaul.waa made at the expira«A. D. 907« 
tioQ of some years from Urn period^ and 
with increased! niunbers : but they wer^ 
Bff$m vaiiquiakedy and Valentinian> Hie 
more effectually todmcourage their audaci- 
ty^, ipuiaued tlmn . into. Swabia^ and Wiasted 
the country with ire and sword: after 
which> he repaired and improved the.forti* 
fications^tryt winch the frontiers of Gaul 
were piH>tQcted and .the barbarians held at 
bay. The Fmnks are not mentioned by 
Qame^ as interfering in the contests between 
the Alemanni and the Romans^ but there 
is very little doubt that they formed a 
considerable part of the army of these bar- 
bariansi and consequently attended them 
in their expedition. 

: For the space of five years from this 
pmod>'the Romans continued in the tin- 
disturbed possession • of Gauli an event 
chie^y f^ttributable to the ingenuity of Ya- 
lotttinian^ who being informed that a dis- 
pute jbad aiiisen ^ between the Alcimahni and 
fi^j^undians relative to some salt-pits to 



^IhcIi each bid Glaim^ artfiiUy fomented 
tfaeir disputes/ and by <mg^ing tbeni iii 
domestic war&re^ diverted their atten^oti 
from the Roman provinces. 

A* D. ^9. In the reign of Gratian^ the Franks ap-^ 
pear to have been in alliance with the im- 
perial courts and when the emperor marched 
from Gaul at the! head of an army to Attack 
the Goths^ who were besieging Constan- 
tinople^ and the Sarmatians^ by whom at 
the same pteiod, Italy was ravaged, be was 
assisted by Bauto and Arbogastes, twd 
generals <^ the Franks, who joined him 
with their followers in the character of 
allies. 

On the termination of the Gothic wai>, 
Gratian again assumed the suprenje dom^ 
mand in Gaul, but his reign was of short 
duration. Maximum, to whom the govend- 
meat of Britain had been intrusted, re- 
i)ottnced bis allegiance, invaded Gaul, and 
iu the neighbourhood of Paris gave battle 
to Gratian, who was deserted by his sot^ 

A. D. 383. diers, and put to death by the victor, toge- 
ther vfith Mellobaudes, chief of the Franks 
and the intimate associate of the emperor. 
Maxim us then assumed the ensigns of roy- 
alty, and marched towards Rome with the 
intention of dethroning Valentinian the ^, 
who reigned iq Italy as emperor of the 
west: bqt Tbeodosius, the coUeagui^ of 
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Valeiftinisuij di^ppoiut^ hh 
views^ by advancing from Coo^^aiitiiiopie 
at the head of ati armyj a$d having united 
his forces to Uiose o€ hi9 coUeague^ gave 
battle to Maxiint43. The hostile acmifis 
met near Aquileia^ i^nd a furious, conteit 
,took place^ vrhich terminated in the dei^ 
aad defea^t s>{ the. usurper^ and left. Yah 
ientinian in , the undisturbed . possession of 
the throne. But the emperor did not long a, d. sw. 
survive his triumph : at no very distant 
pf^pd he M[as assassioated . by Arbogastes, 
tkfi Frank . general .who. had. entered. into 
his service^ and who then. placed Eugenius^ 
: a rhetorician^ on . the . throne. . This . unpno- 
voked act of barbarity Jndueed Xheodofiiius 
again tp.take up. arms, for the.putpbse.of 
avenging the death .of his colleague, . and 
an engagement ensued, in which ihe usurper 
was slahi, and Arbogast^ perceiving it in 
vain to expect that mercy a.t, the. hands.. of 
^the victc^ which, he had denied to, his former 
sovereigti^ anticipated, the intpi^ions of 
.Theodosius and put an end to his own 
^existence; : 

Towards the close of the Jourth century, a. D, S95. 
the Christian fiEtith became generally dif- 
;fused over .QauL and Germany :. religious 
.houses . . were .erected, in various parts of 
.those countries, and as speedily tenanted 
by such of the natives as preferred a life 



190 

aednnott to the iurmdils of hifet- 
nkiaMe wsr. - ' 

A* D. 405. Until this period, Hielttliabitmife of Gitil 
fattd been a#iecled but sHglftly hy fte com* 
motions of Itiiily : but tbe^ now experienced 
a dnmdftil visitation ffom tine Ootbs, headed 
lij Alaitc, the Gemiatii by Radagatstiif, 
and a . nndtitude of Vandals; driren by 
StiKeo, 4iie RoMan general/ out of Italy ^ 
. nrhich tbey bad recMrdy invaded. This 
. fNTOBiiBCttmn assemblage oi barbarians 
iateed tlieir way into Gkiul/ ravaged the 
aouth western part of it wiDiout meney, 
.destroyed its piincipai cities^ and converted 
4he country into a> desert as &ir as the 
PyveaeeGL Hbffy were however attacked 
and defeated by^ ttie Pranks with itnmense 
alaughtet*/and'those of the Vasidab who e»- 
dqped the ^general carnage, took refuge in 
the provinces df Spain* Tor add to the 
misfartimes of die Romans. Constantine 
then governor in Britain^ renounced his 

A. D. 408.allegiance^ assumed the regal tiiie in tiiat 

island^ landed in Gaui^ of which he took 

possession^ and after seizing a portion of 

. ' the Spanish territory^ estab^hed his seat of 

government at Aries, on the Rhone* 

Owing- to- the political weakness of 
Honorins, emperor of the west^ who hasid 
aofficient difficulty in maintaining himself 



m 

«e?emL y«mi^ but at ieagtb Comttetiyfl^ 
to whooi the command rof Uie Roman army 
h»A been, intrusted,, attadied Constantme 
at ArlieSj and. liaviD§^ roiiled his troops, A. D. 4U. 
caused fakn to be put to deaths Thk reVo« 
luttoa affbfded to the Fnuiksand Armorici; 
a nation of Celtic Gaul^ a favourable op« 
partunity of asserting their independence^ 
and they aocordingly estaUished them«^ A. D. 4K; 
sdTes in the maritime proriaces ef Nor^* 
mandy and Bretagne. About fifty yearii 
subsequently to /thia events vast nnmbers 
of mtk^ JBritons who wcm driven out of 
England by the Saxons, settled ib these 
distriots> whicli . then received the name of 
Britony. Ihere is a tradition that -the first 
hing oi the Franks was elected at this 
period^ mpA that the object of the naiiooat 
choice was Pharamond> whose memorable 
exploits ^are amply det»led in the pages 
iof fomattee:. but it has been ascertained 
that ihe .Franks were governed by Ghiefr 
4)r Bukes (Dmes), till the reign -of Clovis, 
and ^is^ (rjrcumstance affords sufficient 
ground to doubt the acxsuracy of the as^ 

WFtion. 

, Tile same a^ra aliO; gara; birth to the 
8aiic laws, which are su^iosed to have 
been introduced into France by the Salii; 
a tribe <i( Fmnks^ originally residing near 



the jxi^t .Ysmh who at ihis^tkne €Fd9Gfid 
ik^ Rbioe and were tlie first bi»Bch'^^4be 
Qf^tioqj which .suhHittted : to the vesAraMt ^ 
cvfil pr4inance8 aiiber. itbeir ^staMithmeiit in 
. FnuiQ^. Them: laws wore w^adafitM t# 
' t|)e l)arbarou3 aipe in which they- were }>n0^« 
mulgedj the fuudaoiental priDciple oSthem 
being that if a, Franks on his /arrival iin 
the couQtry of an eiieray, seized any par* 
ticulf^r portion of land> it beeame his ftee^ 
bpljd^ aiMi CQaQeqaeniJy hereditary i^nd 
divisible at will. There are some^ how^ 
ever, w}ip dissje^nt from this opinion^ and 
insist .that, all lands taken in war/, were 
diy^ided, by lot . between the hostile chief 
apd his followers, that they were thenee 
call^ Salic lands^y ^' Terra Salica/'. and 
,that, from a similar custom. amonsst other 
barbarqus n^tions^ arose the expressions^ 
" Sort/ss Burgtmftip^," and./' Vandaliea/J 
,But the pQly . jreal . discrepance / of opinion 
on this.subjeet is confined: to an immaterial 
pointy th^ original mode in which the fauid 
M[i^ allotted or obtained.; each party cohi>* 
ciding in opinipn as to the legal, rights of 
the possessor oyer it, when acquired^ 
A. D. , 440. There is an imperfect account extant . of 
the r^gn of Clpdio, a king of the: Franks, 
smipo^ to haye. livi^ at; -this time;: ai^ 
cording to which he held his court .ncftf 
Brussels^ and extended . his dominions by 



force of «rm8^ ad for as Oambray. HeaUo 
aita6kedjhat city, but sustained a severe 
defeat fmoi jihe Roman army> which ad- 
vanced toitsxelteC headed by i£tius> the 
imperial commander. Tradition likewise A. D. 45p; 
relates the. particulars of a contest for the ^^'''^^"'• 
throne^ allied to have existed nearly at the 
same period, between the two sons of 
Clodio^ of.whom MaroveQs was the suc^ 
cesaful competitor : - he wrested the crown 
from thebaads of his brother, and became 
aa. ally of the Romans and founder of the 
Merovingian dynasty. These statements, 
bo^ever, are unajpported/by authority, and 
consequently too vague to warrant abso- 
lute belief^ although it is not improbable 
there may be. some traces of reality in 
them. 

Within, a few years^ the influx of new A. p. 457. 
settlers, . the commotions which they ex- 
cited*, and their oppomtion to the Roman 
goverament, induced Marjorianus to enter 
Qaid at the head of a large army, in or- 
der to eompel the barbarians to recognkte 
the imperial authority. On his ariival the 
several tribes hastened to, profess their obe^ 
di^c^, and the emperor then led his forces 
into Spain, with the intention of passing 
into Afirica, and commencing hostilities 
against the Vandals. . 

After th|p decease, of Meroyeus, his! son 

■• • • ' 
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Ctfilderic .miceeeded to the throne^ aad 
retained the uninterrupted possession of 
the dominions of bis father during the ^paee 
of twenty-five years. The principal eves t 
of any moment in bis reign was the vohai- 
(ary secession of the consort of Basmins, 
king of Thuringia, from the court of her 
lord> the desertion of her legitimate off* 
spring, and her adulterous intercourse with 
the kii^ of the Franks. From their union 
sprang Clovis, the renowned sovereign of 
the Franks, and his sisters, J>anthildis and 
Audefleda ; the latter of whom aftwwaifls 
became the queen of Theodoric, king of 
the Ostrogoths and Italy. 
A' D. 483. Clovis began his reign on the decease of 
Cfopw^ jjjg father, extended his dominions in every 
quarter by force of arms^ and in the spate 
of thirty years conqnered part of Germany 
and the whole of modem France. The 
'brilliant -exploits of this monarch have 
immortalized his name, and the indnstry 
<if those who^ in subsequent ages, laboured 
in the field of etymology, Jn the expee- 
4ation of a reward at the hands of royalty, 
discovered that Clovis is the contraction 
4>f Chlodovecbus, and that the latter natiie 
signifies Ludovicus or Lewis. In the 
;early part of his career, the king of the 
Franks .signalized himself by repelling with 
success the attacks of Syagrius, tiie -Roman 
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yc A^ral, who liad been orieceA to Advance 
%nd qheek bis progv&a, and the Gaiii|Mugn 
terminated by the death of that officer 
And thie to tail defeat of the imperial army. 
T}m io^iediment in ihe path of victory 
r«»(Oved, (be five ensujung years srere ac* 
tjvely employed by Claris in the jQeducticm 
of $oiaso93> a town famed for its ^eaienaive 
laanufa^tuxe of «hieids and armour, and nf 
Rkeims, in :the andent cathedral jof which 
the kings 4>f .France vece, in after ages^ 
frftqiientJy ^ronmed : in a suceessfiiL axfie-* 
ditioD .against Jthe Thurin^aois ^ind other 
neighbouring nations, in the coume of 
which he extended his territories f com the 
Seine to the Loire : jand lastly in the con- 
quest of ihe Alefqanni> al that time the 
pi9sseaei»ffs of Switzerland. Jtia difficult 
to . peiWitraAe the obscurity in which the 
history ^f this period is env^o^^, but it 
Boay be.ieollected that ihe sul^ugation x>f 
that aAGient and powerful nation . w^ not 
aceorapUshed without .considerable exr 
pendituce of lives ; the Alemanni attacked 
the Franks with the fury of men actuated 
by de^air^ and disdained to pay hopKage 
to their foe^ until their strengUi became 
exhausted ^.by jrepeated defeats^ and the 
laat iOf their kings had yielded up his life 
oa.t^e field of battle. Their country waa 
then-annexed to the ^oaiioions of .£loiris, 
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and ilhfly <^ were governed ' for many yearsr , 
by ££uiee«/x>r..dukes, appointed by him;- and*^ 
subjed; to.nsmovalat.his.will. 
A. D. 495. These scenes of bloodshed- at leng^h^ 
gave , way ^ to more . serene and ; agreeable 
prospects; the king of the Franks formed* 
an alliance r with Clatildis^ daughter of 
Chilperic^ duke of Burgundy^ and his mar*) 
riage' was speedily. followed by his conver-^ 
sion. to the. Christian faith^ an event: ac- 
complished, by the. mild persuasion > of his 
quaen; her was. baptized Jn the cathedral 
of Rheims^ his. subjects hastened. to. imitate r 
his . eicample^ and .the . flatterers . of ihe age - 
bestowed on him. the title of: '^Founder of 
theJPranconian Ghurchrf* . . .-. « 

. It iS' related of jClovisi^ that in explaining 
to-hiih' the doctrines* of the gospel, his ^ 
spivitual director read, aloud the tiarrative 
of the crucifixion, on which the king started 
from, his seat, and laying his. hand on \m 
sword,., exclaimed. with the enthusiasm .of.a . 
warrior> ** Would that 1 had been there ^ 
with my Franks to. defend him!'' The 
faith.of the; new concert, Jt may bcrreadily- 
imagined, soon became, visible > in his. 
works,, and the petty states. of France. and. 
Garmaav which adhered to the tenetsiiof. 
■ Arius, were made sensible of the disad? 
vantages: of 'dissenting from the religious, 
opinions of: the king of the Franks* I* 
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Jiappened tliat Gundeucds of Bur^niy 
imd latdy' died, anid his- sumvmg;«dttj5, 
£randobald tod Godesigily were activ'dy 
,etigaged in a eonte$t for the suqcession^ A. D. 500r 
in whidl>- (he fortune of war so far prieivailed 
•against the latter^ as to render' it impossir 
Jble for him to continue hostilities aa:ainst 
JtAs brother without foreign aid^ He there- 
fore r solicited the>' alliance and support of 
.Clovis,- who readily acceded to bis request 
as it afforded him a favourable Qpp6rtunity 
x>f interfering, in the' affairs pf B^rg^ndy 
^nd spreading the Christian faith in that 
; country. The king of the Franks entered 
.the territories of the contending, princes 
: with a numerous ' arn^y^ attacked tf ad' d^- 
;feated Gundobald in several battles^ took 
.possession of Lyons .and: others of the 
.principal towns^ and reduced his opponent 
to such extremity, that he wa& compelled 
; to impure* a suspension - of hostilities^ and 
. purchase the retreat of the Franks by 
.promising to pay them jinnually ^-large 
: subsidy* 

Ardour in -the Christian cause > also . in-' A. t>. 507. 
. duced Clovis' to-^ invade the territories of 
I Alaric^ king of the Wi^gotbs/ a faithful 
.follower of Arius and consequently an 
pbject of religious hatred in the sight pf 
.the Franks. Alaric assembled, his people 
- and marched at the head of a considerable 
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f^ce to attack bis opponent : fte dtspu- 
tontft met in the vicitiity cf Poiietiers, atM 
a furious battle ensued^ m Wbicb fbe Wish- 
gothic ifionatcb fell by tbe hand of Cloviit. 
The victor then bei^ieg^ the city 6f Bour- 
deaux^ which l^as coMp^lled to Surrender 
at discretion^ sfeiz6d the province of Au- 
vergne^ and established a coloAy of Franks 
in Aquitain. His neiiit project Was the 
inquest of Spain, and the sch6mel unques^ 
tionably i^ould haife been attended with 
^utiCecis^ had not Theodoric king of the 
Ostrogoths marched out of Italy with a 
ntitnerous army and arrested the progress 
of the Friifiks. At the time when the battle 
bf P6i*!tieM took place^ the Ostrt>goths 
were on their Way to reinforce the troojps 
b( Alaric^ Attd h4fd theiir junction with thie 
Wisig^oths been effected previously to the 
£nga^ement^ the i^ult> in all probability^ 
would have beeh Widely differertt ; but tbe 
impetuosity Of the latter hurried them pre- 
maturely into action^ atld Was the priii- 
cipal cause of' their defeat. The Franks 
lind Osti'ogothJi joined battle in the neigh- 
bourhood of ArieS On the Rhone, and aft*r 
a bloody conflict, CjdVis was compelled to 
yiehi to the supdrtbi* jfojx?e and desperate 
brkvery of hid opponent, wborti he left in 
|)ossession of the field. Theodoric prn- 
disntly availed himself of the opportunity 
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aflbrded bjr the defeat of the enemy^ to 
e^atore peace ^between the two nations ; he 
proposed to oonelude a treaty of niutus|.l 
^liance with Clovis^ and in order to evince 
the shiceirife|r of his oyertares^ ofiered his 
hand to the princess Audefledai His con- 
ditions were readily accepted by the dis- 
pirited Franks^ the nuptials of the sister of 
Clovis were solemnized with the magnifi^ 
cepce peculiar to the barbarous ages^ and 
die friendship of. the rival nations was 
eemented by the double ties of political 
compact and family union. The enters- 
prising genius of Clovis speedily recor 
vered from the depression occasioned by 
bis defeat ; he collected such of his troops 
as had survived the battle^ reinforced bis 
Mrmy by new levies^ and turning his arms 
towards the north-eastern countries^ ra- 
yaged Franconia^ aod peopled it with his 
followers^ who gave their name to that dis- 
trict and to its capital^ Frankfort on the 
Maine. By these and similar successes 
Gloviai gradually wrested the pr6vince of A. D. 5io, 
Gaul from the grasp of the Roman emperor^ 
who rema.ine(} a silent spectator of his pro- 
gressj and finding it in vain to oppose his 
victorious career by force of armsy resolved 
to try the effects of, conciliatory measures. 
The dignity of Roman Consul was there- 
fore peered to the king of the Franks^ and 



800 



^- 



as wiHhigiy accepted by him, and l^e yw 
solemoly invested with the insignia of tibe 
consular office, the mantle and the swcmli 
in the church of St» Martin at Totirti. 
After a long and prosperous reign, Glovis 
A. IX sii.died at Paris, leaving four sons, Theodoric, 
Ghlodimir, Cfaildebert, and Glotarius, toiiri^ 
berit his dominions and purstie his plans 
of conquest : he also had a daughter, 
named Clotildis, yfho afterwards became 
the consort of Amalarick, king of the Wist* 
gotliii and grandson of Theodoric, king : x>f 
the Ostrdgoths and Italy. ? 

On the partition of the territories of the 
deceased monarch, Theodoric selected for 
his inheritance the greater part of Belgksa, 
prima and decunda, and his court was held 
alternately at Rheims and Metz : the resi- 
dence of Chlodomir was at Odeans : that of 
jChildebert at Paris, and Clotarius espoused 
Rj^egundis, daughter of Bertbarius, a 
'Thuringian prince, and took up his abode at 
Soisson». The north-eastern parts of Pmnce 
were at that time distinguished by the title 
of Austrasi^, and the western, as fai^ as the 
* Loire, by the appellation of Neustria. 
Jn order to prevent- confusion in dates ami 
names, it is necessary to review separaLtely 
the transactions of each^ of these monarcte 
jFrom tbedeiath ofClovis, till the middle pf 
[th^ isixih century, when the whole kitigdom 
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1>€$eame subject to ; Cldtariu«, m cbtise* 
qiieiice <>f tlie decease of his brothers aiid 
thdnr descendants. 

Immediately on the accession of Theb-^I). 511. 
doric'tb his porti^ of the realm^ a body of 
Danes sailed up' the River Maes in quest 
of plunder^ and laid the adjacent country 
viaste: but they were attacked by Thed- 
donCi and driven back to iheir slii[>s with 
gmt l^s^ and this salutary lesson ^ems to 
have prevented them for maily years iVoisii 
ihatdng descents on the coast of Prance. 
The king next directed his attention ta the 
Conquest of Thuringia, ' then under the 
government ' of Hermaiifrid, and sent his 
s6n Theodobfert/ or Theudebert/ at the 
head of an'aritiy, to invade it. The youth- 
fol prince executed his c6mmission with 
ttBl and fidelity^ deposed Hermanfrid/ who 
' was unable to offer any eifectudl resistance 
to the Franks, and annexed his domiiiiohs 
to those of bis royal father. On the d^Ath A. D. 5$4. 
of Theodoric, the people unanimously 
elected Thebdobert to be his successor, and Theodobcn^ 
actoordiog' to the imperfect records of the 
times, he rendered himself by his military 
0xpk>its> worthy of the names of warrior 
and king« This period of history is marked 
also by the deposition of Sigismund of Bur* 
gimdy^ atid the conquest of that country 
"" atid its incorporation with i\\^ possesj^ions 
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of di^ Fdmlui^ evettts i/vhieh proQ«ed«i' 
froni the followipg came. The iaimly of 
Sigismund was composed of a soQ i^ad^ 
daughter ; Sigeric> the former^ r^aid^d at 
the court of his i^ther^ aod Suavig^tibiiiLthei 
latter^ became the consort of Theodoiicu ; 
Sigeric was unjustly acou8ed by his 6te|>^ 
mother of conspkii^ to dethrone his par«at, 
aiHl coudemued to suiier de<ith, «pd th^ 
sentence was carried into imniedia^ ^^^^ 
<;tttkm. The Fi^anks, of courGte^ resented 
this act of cruelty towards the hrothcjr' oft 
their queen^ and invaded the teiritorito pf 
$igpsmiind> whom they deposed^ and after 
permitting Godomarj the next in succest 
sioBj tp occupy the throne fi>r a few year^^ 
A. D. 6S5. united his territories to their own* 
A. D^ 5S7. Nearly at the sapae period, it happened. 
i that Justinianj the Roman emperor^ waa 
at war with Vitiges^ leader of the Ostro^ 
gpths^ and baviag despatched Belisariua 
iato Italy with a numerous army> he invited 
the Franks to make an incqrsion into that 
fountry> with the view of distracting th« 
attention of the enemy by placing th^nl 
between two hostile divisions. Thepdob^ 
immediately obeyed the summons^ apid 
leading his .troops across the Alps^ raVagied 
the fejTtile plaids of Lombardy with fire and 
sword. . But the heated climate of Italy^i 
and an inordinate indiiJgence in sensuality 
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Mdr ill tdlfieath)^ subdued the cdn^itotfonlt 
<5f ih&huTdy Pmiiksr at violent dysentery 
brok6 out itt their catiip, which hurried 
Tfittltitiides t6 the gmre, and TheodobertA, 
reluctantly compelled to retrace bis steps, 
withdrew the Ottered reMtiins of his aroiy 
from the ^rasp df death . 

Sonte years after this event, the king ofA. D. 549, 
the Franks Was again invited by Justinian 
t6 take part in the war, which' continued 
to rage between the Romans and Totitas, 
the Ostrogoth> who bad assumed the com* 
mand bf the nation afii^r the decease of 
Vitiges. Theodbbert accordingly made a 
another incursion into Italy and <5aptyrred 
Several of the frontier towns, his followers 
pursuing their fdrttier system and carrying 
destruction wherever they marched. At 
tength the Ostrogothic general, by dint of 
urgent entreaty^ or probably the applica- 
tk>ti of more Solid argument, in the form of 
a liberal donation^ succeeded in purchasing 
their retreat, and the Franks tardily re- 
tired over the Alps. It is evident thstt 
Ihe minds of the contending piaHies be- ' 
eame impressed with sin equal hdrror of 
Frank alliteince or enmity, for ihe ai^ of 
Theodobert was not again solicited by ei- ' 

ther of them, although the war continued 
wfth unremitting violence for some years 
ill the f^estern empire. The Franks, 
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rhoVreTer^ had iihbibed & taste* for the lil^ury 
A. D. 553. and wealth of Italy^ yi^hich could be satiatiad 
only by enjoyment : a numerous body of 
the subjects pf Theodobert^ under hi9:com- 
mand, or- that of Bucelinus^ d^uke of the 
Alematani^ his general, traversed ihe plains 
of Lombardy^ and advanced towards the 
. • south Its far ^as the province of Calabria. 
Nitrses, who succeeded Belisarius as gene- 
ral of the imperial troops^ found it im- 
• practicable to stem the torrent^ and there- 
fore deemed it advisable to permit the 
Franks to load themselves with spoih and 
-waylay tbem on their return, when ' fa- 
tigued, incumbered with boQty and un» 
i prepared for resistance. The scheme fully 
'.answered the expectations pf the Roman 
commander ; the enemy: were suddenly 
attacked near Capua, ^ring their dispr- 
' derly mar^h towards* hPme, their leader 
\ Bucelinus fell in the action, and those who 
• survived the battle, owed their safety to the 
rapidity of their flight. This disaster was 
.followed by the death of T-heodobert, who 
Tlieodopaldled his kingdom- to his son and successor, 
Theodobald, but the lalter enjoyed his 
.. patrimony for two years only, at thej terifti- 
A, P,. 554^ nation of which period » be died without 
. issue, and' his dominions were occupied by 
>his uncle, Clotarius. Theodobert was 
. warrjed to Yisigard/ daughter of Vfi^cc^^ 
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Jcing of the Lombards^ and Waldrada^ atior- 
ther daughter of the same monarchy was - 
betrothed. to Tiieodobald; but the death. of j 

the latter {irevented the consummation of 
the . marriage, and she afterwards became 
the consort of Garibaldi duke of Bayaria;^ . ; 

Chlodomir^ the ^ second son of Ciovis/A.. D. 51 1. 
appears to have confined his attention prin-^.^*'^''^""'*" 
cipally .to ..the interna^ regulation . of hidr 
own dominions; nor is .he found engaged> 
in war^ except as. an auxiliary. in. the de-^ 
position of Sigismund oi Burgundy, or 
whea provoked to hostility • by acts of ag-- . 
gcession on the part of the neighbouring^ 
states. ^ 

: On. the ^ deatb oS Chlodomir,^ withdUtA.Jt)., ^^^ 
]ssue> Guntheuga^ his widow, married Clo*^ 
tarius, and the latter took possession o£ 
his brother's domains. / 

Of Gfaildehert^ the third son of Clovis, A.tBt«5ii^ 
hut slight notice is taken in history :.it is^**'*******" 
ascertained, however, that he was of a^^ 
warlike disposition, and* enabled, by^ hfSA. D. 54if. 
politicaL strength, to dictate laws* to colem-.. 
porary princes, He^ placed. Thrasstlo on. 
the- throne of Bavaria, after- the decease 
of Garibaldi assisted . ClotariuSi in, the . con-* . 
qnest of Gascony, and afterwards accom- 
panied: him in an expedition Jn to. Spain> iuA.D. 749. 
the course of which the confederate princes 
penetrated as far as Saragossa. .. . t 
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A. a 558. Childebert died without issue, tud tlia 
§iQiveroiD€iit of all the dominions of Clovis 
Cib/arAM. devolmd on hia sou^ Clotarius, sole kii^ 
of the Franks. 

A.D. 561* On the death of thk monarch, hk do* 
mains w6re divided amongst his four sdos^ 
vhom he had by Badegundis, . daughtei* of 
Bertharius of Thuringia, namely, Olaribert, 
who became kiu^gofParis and the adjsoeat 
country ; Guntram, of Orleans ; €hilperie, 
of Soissons, and Sigebert,<^ Australia. 

A. D. 561. I^be reign of Claribert was uaatteaded 

Clanberi. by any important event : he retainedpo^ 

session of the districts allotted to iiioi by 

his father, and died at the expiration of 

A. O.* 57^. eleven »years from the date of his accession : 
leaving., an only daughter, Beirtha, wbo 
mairied £thelbert, king of Kent, and coa-* 
verted him to C!hristianity. 

A. D..S61. Guntram, the second sqn^ ruled over his 

.€hmifam. portion of the paternal inheritance for the 
qpace of thirtyrtwo years, without intor^ 
ruption, . exce^ on thpseocc^ons .when 
he was required to interfere as mediator 
between, the children of his .brothers^ Sige*- 
bert and Chilperic,. during their domeatk 
dissentions^ vdhich presently will be de* 
tailed. It is not known whether Guntram 
Jk* D* 593. was married, fa^t it is certain . that he died 
without leaving any imtnediate heir to chis 
dominions. 



fifg^ert, tfae (onttk «oii of <!!loterluB^ a. D. mi. 
mas attacked soon after bis • acce^iion by Sigebert 
66?«ml vnandeiing tribes of the Abari^ ^CkUperic. 
nation of Hunnic extraction^, which es<^ 
inblislied itself in Lower Hungary to«* 
iranis^tbe close <if '&e second *centiny> and 
'was ooiapelled to purbhase their retreat 
by the payment of a considerable sum of 
Money. The remainder of his reign was 
t)ccupied in a bloody war. with hrs brother 
Chilperic, and the adventures- of these iin- 
fortiinate monarchs 'are so intimately <;on- 
nected^ that they cannot be related with 
tx>n¥enienee <under separate heads^ ^^ 
^rt bad espoused Brunebiid^ daughter of 
Athanagild^ l^ing of the Wisig^tfas^ by 
<whiom he ifad issne a daughter^ Clodo* 
BQvntha^ and a son named Childebert. 
•Chilperic was married at three seteral 
periods to as many wires : firirt, *to Audo- 
Tera, by whom he had three sons^ ?^heodo* 
-bert, Meroveus, awd CSovis; secondly, to • ^ 

iiiailesuinth, another daughter ^of Athana^ 
]giM and sister of Brunehild/ ^by whom he 
had a daughter, named ingund4s, (after- 
^miids consort of Hermanegildj son^ of Leo- 
-vigild, king of the Wisigoths, and, on ' Ws 
decease, of JRieecarediis, his 4irother) ; and 
•laeltly, to Fredegundis, by whom he had a 
«on> named Glotarius. During the life« 
4ime of his second qneen, Chilpene became A. D. 5T«. 
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^ ^oamoiJired of Fr^egundis^ and Ms^pa^iori 

•so ffu* carried hiir\ beyond the Jxnunds of 
reason and humanity^ ih/Bit he caused 
Gailesuinth to be put to dea^i^ and file^t 
yated her rival to the j&rone. "Thi9.bafv 

V « 

barpus action induced Sigebei*t tp takq up 
arms ag^aiast his brother^ and a destriictJlY|$ 
Mrar ensued, in the course of which^ the 
murderer and his guilty qon^ort were dpye9 
from their country, and became exiles. in a 
foreign land! 

. At no very distant interval of time, bpWr 
A* D. 575. ever, Sigebert was a^saiissinated, and in. aU 
probability, by the directions of his munir 
tural brother: Brunehild, his widow, fledi 
for protection to Meroveus, son of Chiir 
peric, whom sh^ afterwards married, an^ 
Childebert, the. son of Sigebert, wa§ pr%. 
tected by Gundobald» a chief who had luptr 
peared in arms during these disturbapce^^ 
and possessed himself of a considerable p^^ 
of Prance. No sooner . was Chilperic re,* 
established in his dominions, than he en- 
deavoured to obtain possession of the pn^r 
son o/ his nephew, by making pffers c^ 
reconciliation to him, but the latte^ was, top 
cautious to repose copfiden^e in J^he. prp|^(?> 
atipns of his .ipicle^ and placed hiins<^lf,un^f 
the care of his relative, Guntram, king ..f]^ 
Orleans.. Whilst the attention of ChUpi^^ 
T . was attracted towards the territories of 
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Sig^ebertj Predf^^indis wasi employed, irt 
clearing: th« way qC h^ciwajsoB^ datariqs[> 
^l}o^ f^r the pinpope of ayoiding confusion 
in nkmeSi diall be ,4i^wgiiiflihed J^y the tit)i$^ 
of Clptarius the <dd> toihethtoneof h|sr 
hii(sband« lYMb, thi^ :view> ^he. caused 
lyieipyeus^ Theodobert^ aiMl Clovi^; tbe'sQUSf , 
i^:Chilperic by his firet wifci Audovei^u tO- 
be successively put to.deatb> and.Ingundis^ 
his daughter by Gailesuintb^; would pror 
bably haye shared the fate of her uiihap{>y 
piar^nt^ had sjbe pot quitted . the paJ^ce of 
her fitther previously 4o, this, triple murdei*, 
and become the consort of . Hernnlanej^ild^ 
the Wisigpih. It js. not agreed v?h(dther 
Ingundis was the dftughter of Chilperic atid 
Oailefuinth^ or of Sigeberi and BriHiehild> 
nor is the inquiry important^ but. the for-* 
n^r Inference ; is ui^questionably ihe.moite 
correct. If the : princess had l^een the 
daughter, of Sigebert^ she eould not^hare 
had any jMretefp^ipri.to the throne of Chil- 
peric, nq^ would hc^ dei^h^ in that jpNpint of 
xiew^ h^ve prompted the plans of Fredetr 
guffdis. It may be. said^ indeed^ and it 
fras t^ &ct> that wpmeii were exclude at 
^at ttnae/ by the Ifiws of the Franks^ from 
the goyemment of the people^ and; yc^ 
Xngtmdis ipight have become thoi consoi^t 
f^jMxikt lieighbQuriiig potentate who would 
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kkvb tifti eteiiif 1o 'the ffaf one on tfie di^ 
MMM 0rAie maiB^bnmebes cff ii«r fiio^. 

Mftfikm of > > €3otttriUfi < ^ras Cfhilperie^ bdt 
tfatttlmpedinient wm speedily remoined by 
bis «0BaMiiiatioii> after which his sen «»'> 

A. D. M4.0Mded) the Tacmit throne. At first sight 
it JMTf be considered nnjixst 4o lay this 
eriitieaC theftet of Fredegundis/asit seems 
improbaMe in the eittreme, thieit dbe should 
' oflbr liMr bnsband as a saerifice to Ibe 
«mbiiiOtt of ber child; on the other band', 
Jt iis worthy of rematic^ that vfhe heart 6f 
Hhilpetic, however hardened in iniquity, 
'VOUld not be insensible to the massacre «f 
iiis^ d&ptingy nor eould 'he fail to 'an^pate^, 
Jn:«11ieil> ^destruction, the pvosf^eet of bis 
-o^ i Theset ideas, and perhaps 4he eiEtsmil 
^o^epr€»SK)n iofthemy tended to convince bis 
4dfamous queen that her life was held 
'by the^' uncertain tenure «if 'an jrt^aisd 
-mi^iiamh^s will, and induced her to adopt 
itfae^iifft^yi measure which eould save herefrom 
-a pirematute >and ignominious death. ^On 
tthe:d#cease^f Chilperic, Cbildebert dfl&raett 
'aiMl 4»blatned ^possession W the ^etritories 
iformwly^ib6id> by "Sigebertj'hi^'fatim-, ^a^ 
^t the 'Instance of his^ relaltve, 'Ouutrfttnf, 
^gMWOittly "peifnitted €ldtarius rto-r6i^ 

A. D. 570. idver the dMainion^ 'be blul ^reeeatly iSb^ 
quired. His warlike spirit; however. 
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noiaUinr^ Mm tp mniiaia a ^iiiet tpM^ 

tator of die i^fairs jof otliar nalionB: in tlia 

apofie of ;eigbt ymra Jw nMurd^id mto Iteilrf 

attdoiidfe aforaaiflalilo thoagh uiisuceeslifiii 

attack 0Q!the Lon^baeds^ waged a destme^ 

twe liiuDwith the'JGiiami,:a ^Seraian Airtioii 

ibea sitimtod betwfievt ihe lUune aad 4hfi 

JSibc, jdefeatad ^OunddiaMj^ who had (de- 

ckkredliknsetf VoHdependent dmiag^^lli^: ciirM 

wwro; aod ]ftiitifa»Ki ^o d^alli. 

::Qa ihe deoikaof Cliiklebertibid twQ.lKMi«b ▲• D. 69i. 

Theodobwt/audrTheodofjie^ pariitiotiied hia 

donfawMis ibetwMai tbjei»> wjiick CQafeisil^ 

it may 'be preawoed^ /of tboea origiMtty 

enjoyed by Sigeberty his father/ and thja 

graater {XM^iotf of Ike ieniUmes^ of CJbri- 

beiC 'laid GBiMcaia/ his deceasjad nocies. 

Had "Qieodobert ,aad Tlie€>doFie ipnproved 

bf.Ah«'sad:esatmfde fif thekaacefitoi^ tb^ 

u^^t bav'ie fe^^ned long aod happily : but 

«iid»itkm. kindled Abe /flame erf* diseord 

inTAeir hretats,: and : ihey madly eogaged 

in ;at fariou® .war^ iwUl^ih ended m the jdea^ 

of^SPiieodcii^iert. Tbeodp 4id not h>9gA.D. 0io« 

^orme hisr; bratiicr^ /and at ^ hi^ deofnae 

dvrided '^Ms hingdbm amongst his ^^nr 

a<siis^ Sigdbevt,^ C^debert^ Corbus^ and A. D. 011. 

,Meiov)eu8. l%eBe.pi<inces ^mmenoed th^ 
JQiM reign by making war upon Clotariu% 
a plan adopted without r^q^on and atr 
4^ed by disgrace^ for in the rosidt they 
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WMredefnled by their opponent; who cdn:^ 
teived in^ the space of a few. years effide- 
tually to disperse th^n by exile or deathi 
and IB order' to obliterate all traees of 
their family^ ordered queen firunfehild; 
who had till then surWyed the troubles of 
the- timeSji to be also murdered. After the 
perpetration of tliis extensive', massacre,, 
Glotarius became sole king of the Franlcsi 
A. D. 638. and at his decease^ bequeathed his^domi^ 
nions to Dagobert and Charibert his sdns^ 
who reigned together until Uie deaths of 
the latter, on which Dagobeit associated 
Sigebert his son with him in the govern<- 
ment of the kingdom. 

At this period several tribes o£ Slavi, 
better known by the appellation of Sifla- 
Vbnians; invaded France, and being stijie- 
rlor in tiumbers/ if not in the art of war,, 
took up thmr abode on the eastern fron- 
tier. It will be remembejfed that the Bul" 
^arians; a race of Hunnic extraction, began 
to^ occupy the country ^which bears, their 
. . name, in the reign of the. emperor Justi- 
nian^ and the Sclavonians^. a, numerous 
i^ce descended from the same source^ ac-^ , 
companied them in th6tr expedition and 
spread themselves, by degreesy over Bosnia,, 
8ervia^ WaUachia> and Croatia. History 
iiits recorded the names^ of twct^ of .^ir 
moat- eminent leadefs, Zecchos andr. 
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feandedr therkingdott of Bohemia, and-^e 

iati^ idittt >df Poland, "^whilst .other dhiefe, 

^ualljr warlike but less po^verfol/ were 

Gohtented to reside under the nominal 

go^remiiient of fbe kings .of the:Fr£lnks^ 

:nearithe baiiksof the Rhine. 

-' ^Mention is also made of :a violent peF- 

^^SMution by Dagobert of the Jews, .who . 

fbegan at this time to establish them- 

\sdtes in I^'rauce, and whose wealth^ and 

^religion rendered them :for many centuries, 

^and 'especialiy in the early ages, objects 

iequally of hatred and oppression. This 

assertion is founded on the admitted fattt, 

.that in the first crusade : to* the Holy Land, 

;vait numbers of the Hebrew race- were 

/found in the nt^ighbourhood of the Rhine, . * 

^wbA plundered and. massacred by the pil- 

;grim8 oil their route to Palestine. On 

^the decease of Dagobert, his son SigebertA D»;Q96. 

' eontinued to adminiat^ the affairs of stiite 

without interruption for the space of seve- 

<.ril y«aps> but at his death, iClovis the se- a. D. 0iK)f 

icond, another, soti of Dagobert^ ascended 

'the throne, to 'lite exclusion c^ Pagobert 

.ike secc^d, son of Sigeb^rt, and the young 

ppMSe soilgbt shelter from his uncle ¥^- 

Mongst the kings orxbiiefs of Ireland; Six a. D. 660, 

yjears after this evient, .Glovis '^fthe second, 

i^ied leaving hiskiugdofn to bis:^ree soifs^ 
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fSMuihi tire ihM/ CKHderKk/ftoiTlMO^ 
ilorfe: the fdnher died sboat! IbiMeea 
years after hte aeoession i Ms brother Cyi^ 
daickdid not long^ lnnrrhrehim, andlliw* 
done reigned alone. 

On teempt of this mteffigencie, Dagobeit 
the second^ returned firdni Irefand^ and toolL 
possession of Austrasia : but he fras"^ op- 

A.D. 678. posed fay Theodoric, and kfter a eonlesk 
•of some dunltion> defeated and ^aim On 
the death of Dngahert, Pepin i of .Herstidl, 
Maire de Pfedais> or saperintendent ^f Ike 
I'oyal household^ caused hims^ tofa^ pro* 
claimed king of Austrasiii, and repcdsed 
Theodoric^ by whom he Was attadmi. 
The remainder of the reign of that kiA^ 
iras passed in tranquHtity: he died at the 

Ai.D. 691. distance of thirteen years from the |>eriod 
!n queiitioh/and his son^ CioVis the thml> as* 
ddnded the throne. Oii the dec^ase^of Ciiom^ 

A'Df 6!^0.he was succeeded by hia boodier ChiUo- 
hi6H the third, and tiiie te^tter ntonardk by 
his soh Dagobert the thitd. : 

At this tiMe, the inhabila^its of Qascoity^ 
who had probably become indbpebdent 
during the civil wars, were subdued by the * 
' Friinks, abd their country became a ceM- 
p6neM oaki; of the Frfench dominion^. ^To- 
"^dcdn the north, Pepin Attacked and ^b- 
.^dU^d the Fribiand, Extended his territMres 
b^yortd Uiredit; aHd ratified a iteiity of 
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im the miipfWQ^iig^ iifi(ipiisk ^ <^^ 
%, w^ch, bflfwpe tb«rinfUi(^ r^liffWi^ 
filk^r tbe omveisioa of Clpvis^ : ||eg^i]hrit# 
jl^nejtrate in^ Swat^ici tuad the bbl^piip 
\«f \Vuipt2toiii|;; thj9 heiittheQ k)ba|>itMfto 
j«€ tins ji^rmer of these pjHayi»c«s o^l^giMd^ 
Jhe wwBbip of 0dm, god of war^ ,a4»4» ilw^ 
•etf' the laAter. c^iaed to Mw^.theiriflwigi- ^ ^ -t ^ 
tMvg& fr^actMsik^ X>iBii«» oi; tt^ Mooo^, . In a. d. 714, 
4fc9fiM^y0wrsftftef1iiejB6 transact)^ Glimr «»^^i^* 
tMid w^tkittedy probeJbJ^ in sowq <^^Jbe 
iviti) the FrisMna: IPta^berJ; the third, i^)i«|p 
idfod about the aame |>«iod^ an4w^ |bl* 
JsHttd: by Pcftm^ whA Wit thvee som ^(ii;- 
ivifing ; : (I>rogi9^. :l^ , PlieetPiidisr hi3 fk?t 
-^{$Mn^.«id Chis^^lidrt^ ^ tW H^a- : 4 
-ner^ thua mnuNami frpm tb^irvi^le^ieet <|f 
ihia Uo^iSi ini battle* und Chllclc^FaQ^^ by 
-h»seeQndwi£^AI^iU60 The de^lhs of tU^ 
t^uree firtncea ocoasiottid considemble dj^- 
-iurbaaee ia tibe stales; of Erance : M \^9,^, 
i&miel, Ike SOB of Childerick seked tii^ 
-orowB to the ejselusion oil THeodciriCj, th^ 
-jvfairt mxk. of Dagobert^. aad tiex^ehanged; his 
ivmme faif that of ChUpejsie; IjiU9eiediajl)9}y 
.ML hia aeceBflk»% the ni^w king det^mificd 
tto'umte the i^hole of the twlm kttp: oae 



4am dnly dppttneaUi wltotK^ h«i had ^'ttuH 
iMti «to dread; He fetitered iii«6 « «M«tyig( 
UHkncle %Stli Etidesi diidA bf As^tltSni; (fib 
Tiitet powbiiftd' chidftalb inhkd^y^ml 
the cbtlfedterates turned tfeffiir'afitift, in^dia 
4rat instaDce^ agaiast Charles Martot. ' Ba| 
thie' expe^ion entifrely fikilad : the iiiVJilk 
'cQaie courage of the hero,; aad the fearC^if 
•bis powerful arm^ hi^red hm OMfvi'trodpa 
'with enthumism^ and filled the enemy^fi^ 

A. D. Tia'diermay^ Gbi^peric ^a»d his idly w«re«coiii>- 
^Ued to sae for peace/ and on thedecMie 
-ef 'the former, Charles Martet placedrCfi^^ 
'larius; son of Dagobert^he second^ on the 
^throne. Whilst, however, * i3m cdebfKitfd 
'warrior contei^ted hioisdf tiominaUiy imUk 
*the second rank in Hie nation, he bdcame^ 
^y his exploits and authority, the 'abluri 

J^ D. 750/soYere$^n '^ Fmnce. - The faateBaai r^fd- 

'la^enls of the state 'Were^'aoiended^ifeid^iiBh 

proved: its fimits wei^' exiended/JUey^tt^ 

-the adjacent proi4nces of fovavta and Silt* 

ony, which submitted to his artnt'; thte 

'itoman Fontiff did not disdain to aupptt- 

-cate his aid against the barbaifous tiJIiaB 

•of Lotnbaids, by whiih the Papal "4^ 

'nfftiniotiS'were rayaged: the Saracen at- 

^mi^ which had advanced frdm Spam^ittlo 

Piun<ie,' wel^ defeated before the waMe fof 

'-7boQtousfe> and Elsiemagh^ tib^r leadel^ 



^B^pki» At the distaoee 6i^^li6^n:^mk^ 
^imikmf^Qie wskimmiamU of ths g&a^mi ^of 

dittAedy l^ut. xtoimo^ jiii^ice d^ijiaads ti^ 
'oteer^alkm tU«t had he: not arrefcled 4be 
'pirogress of 4he iafidel mymds^ by wfahdi 
-Aiis^, Africa^ audi Spain ni^ere. averwhelmed^ 
^er^^rdigious edifices of^Eufope might 
fe&KHinded with the lessons of the 
vhl6«ead of those of the GospeL 
. Tbs pitovince of Iiapaf(uei<K;'W^ iq the 
4Miiids^i^ the Saracens, and govemsd^hy 
-Mtinuse^ the Moor : Elides, dc^e of A^i^ 
-tAii|> troubling fi>F the safety of his>liere^ 
iditAfy dcuniiiibQs^ soli€i|;ed the alliariee of 
•^Mimusej and purchased his faenddhspxby 
:;deliy(»nbg hk 'dll1:^^hter to the avnis of iim . 
Mfidf L The copfederates united their 
.loirees^ and penetrated into Spain, Imt were 
«fM«lated by Abdelzamin, the. snocesspr of 
tJgteieina^h, who kiUed Maniise in the field 
;of bi^le, and.stibseqiiefitly advanced with 
ihis Saracens : as fi^ as ithe waHs of . Tom?^ 
lb iUs critical state of things, and when 
^«Mstemation wasat its height, Charles 
-MarteL appeatied at the head of his Franks 
as tte champion of the Christian cause; 
t^e hostile amaies ruisdied witfi miiteal 
lardojirtQtbe^ fight, and a tremendous cm- A. D. 7». 
v&i^li cBsued> wfeiuh c^Qiiqu^ - throughout 



4«i^ of AUeteaaMi» atid: tibe idastafislMlb 
i«f tbe Movrem of Mabooefe. Tim S«ii^ 
4miti continudl io occtipf .Spua ystS Hki 
Mk^dh'id^ ike foiffl^enldiotRtiiry^ bufetliiir 
mMlWfJk 0te9iigthf was wedbenfldj by tlMir 
lAraieslie dti£ffioiiona^ and Era!(K>e>. by^ the 
Jhappy tarminatiofi . of : the wiir, was., pre- 
sent^ firomtlie ^ng«r ^€f any futiiM ath 
ttadu 

A.D. 74K Cbarles Mattel had mamed Sanehttd. 
ihugbtae «f TfaficjdiQiha^ daka ofBarraria^ 
liad a* his decease, bis. empirei iia8>ali- 
-tiofiM b^weea hk. three saii% . CbMta- 
sHHHiHS^ Pepia^.and Qanfoi his. daiigfatar 
^CUItrnd harifig^ imurried ,Odiloy dutei of 
\fibiymna^ CaroLomuumua and Pepis a^m- 
rmenoed ihek. carea by: the imprnmimQiibt 
'Mji.lltkekt loffother .Gfifo, onr vijiich. ^pami 
^^Mroehild^ apprebensune of a simiteff laia^ 
^retiiredkitoaconvefat The brothe»ihao 
phiced Gfciidemc the Sd, soil of Cfaiipnfc 
itbe Sd, oa^tbe thvoiie, and occupied, the six 
.foilowiii'^ years • in 'act^ro and MKtoesrful 
leampaigas. i^nst tbe dukes of Bivtaiia^ 
^Swabia^ and Aquitaia^; wh6» tbc^^^iiaa- 
^fidkd to sutenii to th^ir antbority ^ ;ai>d.pro- 
;niise obedience, la the : waidsi* 6§ ynttUof, 

A.D* 747{C2atfolomaaiiu^ retired mto: a mooMtery; oti 
adiicb Grifo ^as lib^iated by Pepbi, and 
itbe^&rst ^9e be made of hiik freedom iiras^b 
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iriiddhaiitiv ^ H j ^adheiMe! , hKmen uSikiimt 
meiteed-;.lheiiifiders ;wieirct)d aBwi 

Arilb sasitipdileila aobiioWldlgc^^ 
;itfi«iielwtI^;U04iidip^ Mothm: Tile 
,<diGnnitttii I& Ite #6M ndir 

)imtkknuixiimty and piMferleteL^ Uia oppoG- 
jlndtjr wai^ finroiirable to .the Ambitiow 
fVieWs of i^He wanipr : Childem tbe Sd Was 
idtfposed and retired with his son Theodovib^ 
s^bk order to. escape a more seveare iaSit, into 
fft^idister: the MeRHringian d]fmurt3r ceased 
it0':eau0t>and tbrerown of France vfm fitmly A. D. 747. 
,^plmed oa the head of Pepin^ 

The reign of rthis monarch was aiscofii- 
fpanied«by^4(everal remarkable \cbaages in 
tthe manners and >cttstoms of the Fraoies. 
*TIH hS» time it ^as the practice to elevate 
*liia kisfig upon a shield, and exhibit him to 
^dM people at his election, and ihe jsove- 
-raigQ nsually bore a lanoe instead of a 
-mseptte; but in this reign^ inaugaration by 
^Ihe hands of thd <^rgy was introduced^ and 
itliefiiturekings^of the Franks were anointed 
o«tith.oil and crowned^ as preliminary inea- 
umres4o th^r aocession. 
- iu' the titnes of the earlier oionarehs, 
/sliBids^ which became the property of;|fae 
^8oi»ereign by- seisnre or aU<^km^it> were 
*asoally bestowed on particular (M^f^tm- 
Jtitfr nnn Of ^ther: of the detiOtnifia^Utms^ 
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iBmtfitia.^ Teirrii. SaUm: iki^^J^^ 
Bigiiifiecl4i)doiiiaiiii.gnuite9 to tlue idubj^ct 
dm. life^ or during ]:d0asure ionly^ feim 
rytkeaob may be deduct the modern ;teito 
rBen^a: the laitbr was .land ong^iiaJkf 
mUotted to.tfae;ldag«aiidheUbyitibe|^G«iK^ 
-under an obligation to rattend him in Ins 
»warsy but it did not descend to the faek. 
This distribution of property issaidto faaire 
ilerived its origin from Clovis^ who adopted 
<tfae plan of requiting the services of his 
'fottpwers by the more sobstahtialdoaatioii 
of lands and« houses; in lieu of boisesaod 
armour^ which had been, until bis ^rmg^^ 
the customary rewards of valour. 

In order to gain the affidctiods of the 
.people^ Pepin declared all the crown graifts 
to be inrevocabl^^ subjeetonly to the ;p£^- 
'formanice .of suit, and service to ibe^icnre* 
-reign. The nobles^ thus possessed^of laods 
4n pecpetuity^ doled them out to their hi- 
ferions on .similar terms, and laid the foun^ 
dation of the feudal. system. That this 
•assertion is correct, miay be inferred from 
*the cireumstance that vastelage oanncrt; be 
traced to any period antecedent to Ike 
.time of Pepin. In the icourse of succeed^ 
ting rc^s> when, the affiurs ;of thoiBtafe 
•were administered by4he fecdble baridsx^f^a 
.0»np)r, CNT when ^ attention of the 4wsm- 
reign yras djs^^ted by cjiyjl eommotioiil. 



th]S2 occupiers; of ibe royal demesnes v&* 
tmneA poasesBion. of them without perfbrrri^ 
ivBg Ihe coildilliond of the ' original grant; 
aii(d.tranfllnitted them to their heirs in.4he 
taale? line without interruption from the 
king^ so that these tenures tritimately be^- 
came absolute and hereditary. The form 
of government Jn the time of Clovis was of 
a mixed descrijfition^ for although the king 
was supreme^ he promised/ on* his acces- 
sion, to respect the rights of the? people; 
and^ his acts were subject to the eonfrol of 
ft. general assembly of the 'nation, detiomir 
nated the Campus Martins, or field of 
March,, and held annually in that month. 
Pepin, however, altered the time of meet- 
ing from March, to the: month of IMUiy, and. 
he* bad also ; a. standing council of chiefik, 
known by the . names ot Leudes and Jnr 
trustiana, ihtttis, faUhful and in their 
Lord's amfidence, whom he consulted, on 
state affairs during the intervals between 
the annual assemblies in the field or ^amp 
of March. 

. l?he principal nobles were the dukes of 
9aTAria,. Aquitaiti> Swabia, and Thuriogia^ 
and the strength of the kingdom consisted' 
in; the Austrasian Franks, by far the most 
intrepid of the nation,^ and the infantfy,., 
^led ^^aiii^ who j^rpbably: w^r^, leyie4' \\\ 
Uie Vicinity 6f the river Yssel. 
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in rafisrence 'to the chief mm tmanffH 
thaFraoks^ it may. be as ymAI to enimiemito 
die qffibers of the cMirt and their petu)iae 
tifleaaad duties. ^Fint, In point ^ rank; 
were* the Mahres de Palais^ or Sttperav^. 
tendents of ^e palace^ a claai of perwuB 
known also by the synonymous appelfai^ 
tipns of Major DomAs andSeneaohal^ and 
m England by the name of High Ste»avdi 
'Hiey were originally appointed to f^^seni 
Aie housdkold dan»g the nonage of 4be 
reigmng monarchy and in after times^ b^i.a 
fikitful use of the authorifty with whidi^^ey 
were investodi they uUimatdiy converted 
an diective into a heredkary office* (When 
Dagobert the third was in his minofyl)^ 
Pepin was his Maire de Palais t he had MM 
daughter^ Begga, .who became ^ke w^ of 
Ansegisit, son of Amidph^ Pe[^n's> broths 
and the issue of their marriage was Pepin 
of Herstali.) It was also amongst the du^es 
iof Hit Maire de Paiais to reoeire the rentrii 
of his sotereign> and setMe the disputes ef 
the household: he was^ in &ct^ deputy 
judge of the royal demesnes, and ici proeess 
of time^ became chief judge of the- wfaf^ 
Jdngdom. 

• Next to the Maire de Palais was the 
Cupbearer or Butler^ and as all barbarallft 
nations were much addkted to banqueii 
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and'enirotisak^^ it ^ms deemed a pMt ^Af 
giBB/t ^honour. The tfatvd office was fiMit 
^ Cbamberifttnl, whose duty it <Wflis 'to 
au|feriAtend the lockidg up of die household 
efiecto of the kin^/atid wheu the crowu 
rents were paid in coin^ he becaxne trea** 
surer of the krn^^ ^fifmncto. The fourth 
ofieer was the Comes Stabuli or Constable^ 
^holiad the careof the ktng'iS' horses/ 'and 
when cafvalry came into use^ he ^condneted 
the king's troops^ obtained jurisdkfion to 
decide disputes ^Brising in tlie fields and 
performed^ other acts of *a itiiiitary natarei 
The Marshal^or *8mithybetter known byihe 
title of MareschaL ^a^ probably DeputjM 
ConM&ble. llie fifth officer was ^he king's 
Seesetaiy^ and ^as the clei^ illone could 
wiite Iq' those da3FS^ he was -of necessity ttit 
ee^lesiastick. When s^natures were intro* 
duced^ be kept "the lung's grants^ -^fi^m 
whence may ^be deduced 4he English 'title 
of *Iiord High-Keeper, and took notes- of 
taw-sints 4ieard before the kingr He was 
aA^rwords called Cancellarius or Oban* 
b6Hor> from Catieella, ihe chair or placie 
riUotted to persons appointed' to tak-e ndles 
of causes under the 'Roman govermneirtl 
4?hese -offices in course of time "became 
hereditftry amoiigst the bafbarons nations; 
^Mb ^e exceptiea^ of -thai ^ of chancdlbr; 



whose pes^esaions. hfmg m th^ clmi^ 
gave biiB an estate $>r life only^ and &Q9^ 
them braoched out uuineFQttd, «ta](iqii$ ffi 
inferior importapce^ which it is unnc^^^s^N^; 
to enumerate. In Oermaay^ after the i^h 
tipn to it of Italy and part of France, tihft 
emperor increased the number of hjs ofiic^i:^^ 
to sf^yen^ and their power gradually aug-. 
mented in the same proportion in whi^Ii 
that of the sovereign declined. At lenglli, 
the imperial dignity became elective, iiiid 
they then, assumed the right of proposing^, 
and ultimately of electing the emperor, 
which, is the case in^ Germapy at the present 
day. , 

, Thp Ifiws pf th9 Franks also are worthy 
o£ attention: they qon3istedQf. two. i;eg|ila)c 
codes^ which had beeii handed; dowa fyoff^^ 
earlier times^ .refornvBd by Clovis^. a|id. 
adapted to the improved conditiQ>n of, the 
people. Of these lavrs^ the SaUc prevail^/ 
^m the Carbonariau focQSt to the Lpire^ 
and thiB Ripuarinni from, thenpe to. (j^ 
Rhine. Amongst the peculiarities of thi^ 
ancient institutions^ .were t^ie provisipn^ of 
the Salic law by which females were^eit? 
duded from the, succession^ and all the ^piig^ 
permitted to share equally in the patein^ 
inheritance.. In cases of accusation, ijx^ 
complainant waft, obliged to. se?k jredijf^ft 
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liefefe thfe triKuiml; tb the jurfsdfctloh o^ 
wlHcli the defendknt was subject : probably 
dh &e pi4nciple th^^t the latter ought to b'e 
deemed inno^erit unfit jitoof df his guilt 
hkd been addueed and estabHsb^: The 
original nilode of exculpatidn^eems to have 
been by the tiistimbny of ci'edible witnesses 
as at present, biit a^ this course of pro- 
cedure frequently gave rise to peijury^ and* 
the rode warriors of that age were not con- 
versant with the Strict rules of evideince, 
tmh by battle, and by the bnieal of fire 
or: N^eater, w^e gradually introduced as- 
more accurate tests of the merits of the 
eause* In the prosecution of legal claiihs/ 
certain forms of pleading were adopted, and^ 
wfien testimony Was to be given, the depo-' 
lifetittook the tis^al oath, at the samef timcf 
pliunng his hand on his sword : the inhabit' 
tants of Conquered nations were permitted 
td retain their own laws, as nearly as cir-^ 
cnmstances would pcrrm it the exercise df 
them, and every Prank had a right ta 
demand jndgment at the hands of hi» 
equals. The mode of trial in civil cases was 
to^ this* effect r Seven assessors weri? con^ 
veiled* from persons of equal rank with the 
pariy accused; to which number the Lord 
,of4he 'fief, in whicb the cause of action 
aitee, added five more at ^pleasure, and by 



t))ese tiv^lvi? persons t^e vefdi^t, wc^ founds 
but' this cu^tooi VM ab.o}p^e4 when tb^^ 
fe^df4 ^ystQqd wa^ fully e^tublisbed. Baab 
fief bad a separate ^ tnbunalj the neason ei^ 
y»\\i^ vi|^ prol^ably that th^mUtary diie& 
w^r^ the only persons possessed ef suffictent 
power tQ eaforce obedienc^i and therefofe 
aliOne competent tQ admifilster justice m*^ 
iDQDgst their dependents ; but an appeal 
W|S^ permitted from their decisions t^. th0 
King and Leudes ^n the Caiop o£ MwnAk. 

;^S| to their domestk ibslitutionSjp it wa^tibrer 
(^t<m of theFrankSbiineomBioii witkother 
Gi^rn^an nations^^ tq purchase tbe^rwlyea^ 
but when they became m^ife civUized and 
(^l>tra£!^d; . ap^mage by solema cowftttet;^ 
the il^teade^ husband i^ wife mutnaUy 
asLch^u^ed ' pledges, of niatrimbnial faitiv^ 
Th^^rd^^titi^as censi^ted.Qii the oijue sidei^ 
(^ a, q^aiitity.of cattle, and on the lolbes, 
o( soq^e^ . hind of . armbuf^^ >in addsiimi : td 
IPf hi^h thf?; ; hiwiband . w^s : expected^ . on . tfao 
day ftfti^f i^anriage, t« bestosir ariptlier^pfe^ 
i|(9i|t f4 v#i^:on his bride^^nsuajHylfinneA 
tJj»TO«r»inigf.^ift.. • ;; ' is.^ * 

w If^i th' ; regard to the language > of ; ! N;h^ 
Fmnlf:^ it! appears that their :Qrdiaitrj&:dia^ 
]|^,was the;Qerman;ltot the 'higher: ords^ 
gener4jL% e«fn versed; in ^the JUal^ (tonguii^ 
^k^^ *ls^ feftttd its way Jntct Ihair jiwK^ 
cial proceedings. Afc length the Pranks in 
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Neustria an4. the apcieqt proyincials be- 
crfoie fiisj6pafably intefmixecf, and /rom the 
iinioil of thelf several modes of speech pro- 
ceeded the modem f^refnch. 

Amongst the lesidm^ amusements of the 
day.ii^ere totinfiaments of ftiock combats; 
a species .($f ^tertahittietit so pecuTiarly 
adapted to the taste of the age, that even 
the l^aracens Ih Spitn tied with their Chris- 
tian enemies iri the gaMantry add magnrtf- 
cence which they displayed in them . Wl^en 
nations are sittfatyd equally betweeti the 
extreme^ of Inxut^ dpA of barbarism, thert 
il is 1liat thef af e best inclined to render 
love si hbbfe passibh ! in the former state 
they are s^nsnal, and in the fatter brutal. 
In flrdse days a mifitarjf educsttron was ab-- 
golntely req[tifeite, were it only for the par- 
pro^eof Jrtdlvidtial preservatidtf!, and when 
it is remembered that the greatest rewards 
were trtifformly bestowed oa the most rn- 
treprd^ strldrer, it cann'ot excite snrprise that 
men should hatre been anxious to excel, in 
otdef tor gitin the estimation of their com- 
peer^ dnd especially that of the femafe 
gex. Even those who were neither at- 
titclreid to any particular object of aflfection, 
nor aetnated by the hope of worldly com*- 
ifietidatiem, traversed the states of Europe 
itt the character of puUie avengers, and 

p 2 
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redressed abuses which at that tiqie , wisio^ 
rerpedied chiefly by the sword* Tliat pey-'^ 
i^nal strength and CQurage were the order, 
of the day, may be readily proved hj ^lu-. 
merous authorities^ and amongst other in^ 
stances is an anecdote of Pepin, who, iq tli$ 
enthusiasm of the moment, descended into* 

• ^ , 

an amphitheatre, in which a lion apd a. 
f>ull were contending, for the amusen^ient of 
the court, and attacked and destroyed th#s 
saiva^e cpmbatants. . . 

, In common also with the German nations^^ 
the Franks took delight in the pleasures of^ 
the, chase, to whieh^ they added the divert' 
sion of music, a science in which they, w^re^ 
mpderately versed , The principal iustrurv 
mieut in use amongst them was. a species o^ 
harp ,of cithem> -and. it seems they were, 
acquainted with the^ organ as early as^tb^^. 
reign of Pepin, an instrument of that de*'- 
scjiptioajimving beeu presented to hint by;, 
Cons^antine the fifth, emperor .of the east,. ^ 
^ But, to return from this digression to the^ 
more immediate object of these pages, die ^ 
transactions of the kings ojf the Frsmks^ 
The concluding years of the reign of Pep^n^ 
were distinguished by a successful e)i;pe<f^ 
A. D. 754.dition, at the instance of the Pope, againa^ 
the Lombards^ who had seized the^ exar? 
chate ot Rnvenna. He recovered, this 
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district firom the hands of' the harbaiians 
and restored it to the Pontiff, after which he 
rfetumed to his own dominions, and there 
ended his days. ■ 

Pepin was succeeded in his flirone andA. D. 708, 
title by his son Ghariemagne/of glorious 
memory, who not only retained possession 
of the dominions of his deceased parent; 
but enlarged them by extensive conquests.' 
The renewed contentions betweeu the Lom- 
bards and the Holy See, in which the suc- 
cessor of St. Peter was generally worsted/ 
induced the latter again to solicit the aid of 
the Pranks, and in ' compliance \ with' his 
request, Charlemagne entered Itdy at the- 
head of a numerous army, put an end 
to ,the reign of the Lombards, restored' a. D. 774^ 
Leo-theSd, the Roman pontiff, to the en- 
joyment of his dominions, and in requital 
for these services, was crowned by him and- 
dignified with the title of Emperor of the a. d. soo 
Romans. Subsequently to these events' 
Charlemagne turned his arms against 
Spain, made several incursions into that 
country (in one of which he lost his nephew; 
the celebrated Roland, at the battle of 
Roncevalles) and finally annexed a large 
proportion of it to the kingdom of tfae^ 
FVanks^ ' 

His attention was next engaged by tb$ 
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Siuii^fitnSi ivhom he conquered^ and converiedi 
to the Christian faith> after which he ^^ 
persed multitudes of them iu difier^t ports 
of Flanders and Switzerland, on which 
occasion it was remarked^ in allusion to the 

• ■ « 

natural ferocity of th? nations at that .pe« 
riod, that the king> by incorporating the 
Saxons with the Fleming^^, had mfide two 
demons out of one. |n the reign of this 
monarchy various alterations were made in 
the inien^l government of the Franks : the 
national convention was summoned twice 
instead of once in the year, which had 
previously beeq the custom : it n^t in the 
autumn, to take into consideration the mea- 
sures proper to be adopted in ^he ensmng 
summer, and in the moi\th of May, to pro-- 
vide rneans^ for carrying them into effect. 
The latter assembly was the most import^ 
antj an4 cpp^sted of the nobles and pre** 
latQs^ ai|d twelve deputies from each pro^ 
Yinee, who represented the population of 
tibe districts, by which they were returned^i 
A material change also took plac^ in the 
military i^f^lations of the Franks. Ai 
lojng as light armou*' continued to be woni^ 
their kings were deemed to have arrived at 
manhood at the age of fifteep^ but in the 
reign of Charlemagne, armour inade of 
steel, was subsiitnte^ and the majority of 
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ijietotei^ign .'wall defaced ^^1 the ng&^i 
Jbir8tity<-oae^ ' uhder .the imfMression thttt H 
in|uii^ i more miitar^ Btrei^tb to Msdifia^ -'■ 
him to bear iheindreased (btirden^ /i^is 
period is also memomble for th^ inifttitif- 
timi of Gendftrmme^ petrsons of tke rank of 
^ndemeai^ whose province it wag to guard 
Hie person of the king ; they were clad in 
tt suit of cxmiplete armour, and mounted on 
iiorB^ack^ and folk^wed severally by five 
w SIX attendants* It was ^also the first aera 
fif French literature : the ieamed languages 
and the works of ancieikt authors wei^ in- 
Arodaced^ and studied by the higher ord6i:s 
of the Franks/ and the nation in general 
began to imbibe- a taste for the arti^ and 
sciences. 

^ The titles of Charlemagne were^ Em- 
peror of tile HoHians^nd > ol Germany^ atid 
iskvg of Frarf ce^ and Spain ; to these may 
•be added the honorary appellations of 
JPatron df the Arts^ and Friend of Huma- 
•mty: , He instituted public schools^ t^e- 
y>stiFed and beautified the city of Ftor^nce^ 
4hre<Mr a bridge over the Rhine at BAmt%, 
founded the cities of Dresden and Ham- 
kawgh, smitoned fleets at the mouths of the A. D. sos 
wivigaUe rivers to repel the incursions of 
4he Saxons^ mitigated the ferocity of sif>gle 
contlmts by substituting clubs for mihtary 



weaponB^ aiid despatc&ed officers/ at Jteied 
periods^ to administer justice . throm^BOttt 

A.I>. 806.hi» dominiokis. In liis time also^tiie pii* 
. vileges of the church were defined jmA 
enlarged: the ecclesiastical orders waoe 
exempted from the performance of military 
Seryice, and the system of tithes was^ in^ 
troduced and established for their support. 
Nor was the fame of this monarch confined 
within the limits of the continent of Europe: 
it travelled into Asia^ and history makes 

A. D. 8 13. mention of an embassy sent, to him by the 
famous- Caliph Haroun Al Raschid with 
sumptuous presents^ amongst which was a 
t^nt of prodigious magnitude^ containing 
all the apartments requisite to form a com- 
plete dwelling, and decorated with columns 
inlaid with gold aiid silver and a throne 
ornamented with precious stones. The 
Caliph also presented him with a water 
clock made of brass^ of wonderful mecha- 
nism^ which shewed the hours by the fall of 
balls of metal on the beli^ and by the figures 
of knights, who opened and then closed n 
stated quantity of doors according to the 
number of the hour. 

On the death of Charlemagne, his son 
Lewis succeeded to the throne^ his other 
sous, Charles and Pepin, having died dur- 
ing the lifetime of their father. The crown 
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coi^nued in his family till the end of the 
tentb Gentury> when Charles of Lorraine^ 
the last descendant of Charlemagne^ was 
deposed and imprisoned by Hugh Capet, 
who ascended the throne, and Charles pe« 
yidied in the dungeons of Orleans* 



BRITONS. 



ROMAN IV! FAS ION. 

B.C4 55* 

FINAL REDUCTION OF BRITAIN BY THE ROMANS. 

Circa a.dv 90. 

Britain ^as ^vemed by Military Offiders appointed by the Roman Emperors, 

till a few years before 

THE SAXON INVASION. 

A.D. 449. 
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THE HEPTARCHY. 



HENGIST— ^*fc. 
A.D. m 457. 

ii.D; fif 469* 

0CTA— Emwnric. 
A.D. fiJi 512. 

KSfMSSmC—Ethelbert, 
A.D. tt 532. 

ETHt^hBERT—Ethelbald. 

A.D. tt ^^• 

EthMert married Bertha^ daughter of Clari- 

bert^ king of the Franks. 

ETHELBALD-.£rcomftere. 
' A.D. IB 616. 

Lotkitriu8--ERCOMBERE -^Egbert. 
A.D. ^ 640. 

JVightred—EGBERT^Eadric, 
A.D. fH 664. 

LOTHARIUS. 
A.D. ^ 673. 

EADRfC. 



KENT. 

^WITTRED and WABBERD, Saxon Chiefs. 



A.D. 



686. 



Eth^ert 2rf— WIGHTRED— £a<tt«r<r-4Wc 
A.D. ^ 694. 



ETHELBERT 2d. 
A.D. ^ Htf, 

EADB£RT. 
A.]i. tt 749. 



A.D. 



685. 



~ ALRJC. 
A.D, 09 760. 

HEAH3GltT and 3I&ARED. 

eAGFcatr. 
A.D. g| 7^a 

EADBERT. 
A.D. tt '^^^* 

CUTHRED. 
A.D. im 794. 

BALDRED. 



A.D. 



805. 



MfiRGIA. 



CRIDA— FHRpa. 
A.D. H^ 585. 

Penda-WIPPA. 
A.D. H} 593. 

CEORL. 
^.D. Hfl 6|4. 



JSMefrcrf— PENDA— FTttttAcr*— Pwwfa 
A.D. m 627^ 

PEADA. 

A.D. f|} 655* 

OSWRY. 

A.D. tf9 65^ 



MERCIA 

WULTH£RE— JCem-eiT. 
A.D. IJH OM. 

ETHELRED— (Mceif. 
A.D. fH 675. 

KENRED. 
A.D. Hf 704. 

CEOLCED. 
A.D.^m 709. 

" ETHELBALD. 

A.D. m 719. 

BEORNRED. 
A.D. fH 765. 

A.D. m 756w 

EGFERT. 
A.D. W 796. 



canimued* 

J&iidbN— KENWDLF. 
A.D. f|9 796. 

KENELAL* 
A.D. fH 819. 

KEOLWULF. 
A.D. m 890. 

BEORNWULF. 
A.D. tft 821. 

LUDICAN. 
A.D. fH^ 884. 

WITHLAF. 
A.D. HI 885. 

BERTWULF. 
A.D. fH 839. 

BURHED. 
A.D. m 852. 



NORTHUMBERLAND 



(That is, the country between the Tweed and 

EdinMrgh. 

Odda—lDA-^ITu^dorie^AStkOric. 
A.D. fH 547. 

ODDA. 
A.D. fH 559. 

. " CLAPPA. 

A.D. fH 564. 

THEODWULF. 

A.D. m 571. 

frbothwuLf. 

A.D. m 572. 

THEOpOttlC. 
A.D. m 579. 

Mthd/rU^MTHELRlC. 
A.D. m 588. 



BEIRA. 

^hat is the country between the Tweed and 
the Humber.) 

JELLAr—Eimin, 
A.D. tf| 559. 



EDWIN. 
A.D. M 589. 



£ati/ru^^THELFRID<->O<»aU--On0^. 
A.D. g| 598. 

EDWIN, restored. 
A.D. fH 617. 

EANFgED. I OS(RIC— Optn. 

A.^. m 634. I A,D.' ^ 634. 

, OSWALD. 

A.D. M 635. 



* The kings, from K^nelm down to Bui^hed, were tributaries to Bobert, king of 
the West Saxons. . . ' ' 



NORTBUMiraiRLAND eoniifiued. 



BEBNICIjt. 

A.D. mM9. 



DBUtJi. 

OSWIN, slam Vy^Miy- 



E^;/rMl— OSWY, sole king— ^{^. 
A.D. fH 651. 

EGFRID. 
A.D. fH 670. 

ALFRED— Off Mf. 
A.D. m 685. 

OSRED. . 
A.D. IJH 705. 

KENRED. 
A.D. ftl 716. 

OSRIC. 
A.D. 718. 

CEOLWULF. 
A.D. m 789. 

EGBERT— 0»««//. 
A.D. H} 737. 

OSWULF. 
A.D. H} 751. 

ETHELWARIX— je<Aeireil. 
A.D. fiS 759. 

ALURED— Owed 2d. 
A.D. IB 765. 

ETHELRED. 
A.D. g} 774. 

ALFWOLD. 

A.D. SH '^'^^' 

* OSRED 2d. 
A.D. fH ''^^• 
ETHELRED, restored. 
A.D. IB 790. 
OSBALD. 
A.D. ttl '^^' 
EARDULF. 
A.D. M 795. 



EAST ANGLES. 



ra^iiij— UFFA. 

A.D. H} ^'^^■ 

nfidwald—TlTYJAJS. 
A.D. IB 3'^^- 
Earpei^aldr^hEDWAhD. 
A.D. tti 593. 



EARPENWALD, 
A.D. fiSl 599. 

SIGEBERT. 
A.D. gj} 636. 

EGRIC. 

A.D. IB 6^' 



EAST hUGLEU conOnutd. 



HMNA. 

A.D. fff 643. 

-.ilAfan^r— ETHELTHER— ^l/woU. 

ETHELWALD-^£/Aelr«e. 
A.D. g} 6M. 

ALDIVULF. 
A.D. fto 664. 



A.D. g| 68S. 
BEORNE. 

i^.i>» m 6§(K 

ETHEhRED-^Ethdbert. 
A.D. H} 714. 

ETHELBERT. 
A.D. tfto 749. 



8(HJTH SAXONS. 



JELLA—CUta, 
A.D. m 491, 

CISSA. 
A.D. H} 515. 

ATHELWALD. 
A.D. m 618. 



BERTUN and AUTUN. 



ALDWIN. 
A.D. tti 725. 



EAST SAXONS. 

ERCHENWIN. 
A.D. fH 587. 

SIGEBERT. 
A.D. H} 

SAICHELM. 
A.D. m 5S5. 

Sefterf— SLEDA. 
A.D. H^ 587. 

SEBERT. 
A.D. 119 596. 

SEX RED, SEWARD, and SIGEBERT. 
A.D. 119 617. 

SIGEBERT. 
A.D. Hi 623. 



SIGEBERT^Srfr«f. 
A.D. Hi 648. 

SWITHELM. 
A.D. ^ 660. 

O/o— SIGHERUS and SEBBA. 
A.D. mi ,663. 

SIEGHARDUS and SWENFREDUS. 
A.D. H^ 693. 

OFFA. 
A.D. fH 700. 

SELRED. 
A.D. Hi 709. 

SWITHRED. 
A.D. H} 746. 



WEST 

CERDIC— Cyiiric. 
A.D. Hi 519. 

CYNRIC-;CMia«ifi. 
A.D. H9 534. 

CEAWLIN. 
A.D. Hi 560. 

CEOLRIC. 
A.D. H7 501. 

CEOLWULPH* 

A.D. HI 5^' 

CYNEGILSUS— JTeiMicMite. 
A.D. HI 611. 

CWICHELM. 
A.D. igt ^1^- 

A^P. HI 64^ 

SAXBURGIA, his queen. 
A.D. HI 672. 

iBSKWIN; 
A.D. Hi 624. 



SAXONS. 

CENTWlN. 
A.D. HI 676. 

CEADWALLA. 
A.D. HI 685. 

INA. 

A.D. HI 688. 

.ffiTHELHEARDUS. 
A.D. HI 728. 

CUTHRED. 

A.D. tt 7^1* 

SIGEBERT. 

A.D. HI 754. 

CYNEWULPH. 
A.D.. Hi 755. 

BRtHTRIC. 
A.D. ^ 784. 

EGBERT. 
A.D. HI 802i 

Became king of all Englaiad^ 
. A.P. 820. 
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THE BRITONS. 



CHAP. IX. 

* 

Origin of the Britons. Invasion and con- 
' ' quest of Britain by the Romans. The 
Emperor Valentinian withdraws the Ro- 
man troops. Vortigem invites the Saxons 
into Britain. The seven kingdoms of 
the Heptarchy. Egbert becomes king of 
all England. 

THpRE are two distinct accounts of 
Britain; tUe one traditionary, the other 
authentic. According tQ the former, Brutus, 
the great grandson of iEneas, whose piety 
is the subject of historical admiration, and 
his misfortunes, of regret^ became a wan- 
derer in Greece several years after the de- 
struction of Troy, and having at length 
taken refuge in the mountainous parts of 
that country j» invited the descendants . of^ 
the Trojan prisoners to cast off the yoke 
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of senritude. In the course of time, fi, 
fonnidable troop assembled round his ban- 
ner, set the Greelu at defiance, liarassed 
them with repeated attacks, 9fiA laid the 
adjacent districts under contribution. In-^ 
spired by the hope of restoring the name 
and glory of his nation, Brutus availed 
himself of a favourable opportunity to seize 
the Grecian fleet, and having embarked . 
with his followers, traversed the Mediter- 
ranean, passed the straits of Gibraltar, 
pursued, his course towards the nortl), aud 
lauded in Qsaih On his^ arrival, he is said 
to have founded the city of Tours, but 
being attacked by Goffarius, king of Gaul* 
a. battle ensued, in which. be sustained a 
defeat. He then quitted the inhospitable 
shores of France, sailed with his comrades 
tpwards the coast pf Britain, landed at 
B-C. iioo.Totuess iji Devonshire, about eleven hun-r 
dred y^rs before the Christian a&fa, and 
assumed the government of the^ people/ 
^(ter the lapse of several centuries^ Mql- 
muciUs, a descendant of Brutus^ became^ 
king of Britain 3 and at his decease left twd 
sons, Belinus and ii^rennus/ tjie for'iner of 
whom ascended the thronef to the exclusion' 
pf his brother. The latter deeming it un- 
safe to remain at home, committed hiipself 
and his adherents to the m^rcy of the oce^n,* 



8flu^e>. peaetrnted .into th^ ioiltexiois. pi Ihffi 
c^imtry^ and ^oused the : daughter .^f^ 
$.^iQUS4 chief or. duke of the Allobroge&^i 
The rival brothers afterwards found ineaa9> 
to. reconcile their, differences^, and Beliiiu3|^ 
^% ,the solicitation of Brennus^ led a formid^ 
ahlj3 army into Gaul and assisti&d his .brp^,« 
ther, who had already comai^ocod bos^iln^ 
ties. against the people of the . coui^try^v 
When the invaders had achiei;ed the cpn^« 
quest of Fi;aneerand a considerable part.of 
Qermauy^ Beliuus . returned to h^s own. dpf/ 
minions^ and Brennus .and hi^. followei^jf 
d^titute of any settied resldeiip^ i^arc^tf^l 
into Italy and were rjouted h^ C^^iUupi^W 
the.gates.ofRome. . > . , ' : k 

The other account^ and pi; which aliH]|^> 
any authentic r^ord exists^ is that giveqr 
by C^sar^ who latided in Britain fifty-$vftp. a 55f 
yearf^ before the Christian aera^ and reducrfld r 
it. to submission by force, of arngis* The; 
advocate^ of the prior statement support ' 
their opinion by the alleged fact that at the; 
time. of the Roman invasion^ the inhabit, 
tants were not a rude and savage race^^ asr; 
df^scribed by Caesar^ but wqll disciplined , 
and under good government^ and they likcr ; 
.wipe pretend th^t the Roman general de^,; 
slxQyed. the Di^uidical annals iti which the, 



ttafisactTDns of the natton were prasefvi^y 
ih orrler to pretent the deteiitfoti.of Itfe 
o#n falsehood . Another ari^trrhen t £» ^heir 
fiifour is derived fitom the ftict, ifaa": in the 
frequent encounters bet ween tfie two natiotttsr^ 
the Briton» invariably attacked the Romaiis^ 
iQ war cfcariott armed witit scythes^ aitt!' 
this cfreutnstance is inenfioited as an eVi^ 
dedt proof that the former were of Oreeldn 
or IVojan ertractioti, and cbttsequeritly fir^ 
flitaneed in eiviiization. • -' 
' liVithoiti entering the "field of cohtrb* 
versyy or answering mmute particdiars, It 
way be sufficient to remark that tire sup-; 
pJortersof this proposition have to contend; 
Wkh sevemi i^bge^tions. In' the fiest place ' 
the commentaries 6f Cesar iftete* pubHiriiied' 
during the age in w*hich he fired, atid ^Ifad 
they been grosdy inaccurate, the ittiHtaiy' 
men who accompanied him iir his' cxptidl-' 
tion, and of whom many were inimical ib' 
him; would have exposed the incorrectness- 
of them^ if not during h^s Hfe^ at least ajRer 
Ii^premature death, when the consequences' 
of his displeasure were no tonger^to be 
apprehended. The next objection is, that 
Ceesarliad a strong inducement to repre- 
sent the inhabitants of Britain as an en- 
lightened and polished race, and undoubt- 
edly sudi would have been his description 



0fi Aem, iiaiilieir retl katsMUm^ mtM9mleA 
the 1 usertMite, for Hk^ more ]p<o^m»yfti( tlM 
iMi^D> Ike greater iiHmlA ha^e be«i| IM 
gioiy in the conquest of ii Again/ it is 
yer^ queetionabie wliellier th^ Druidi» V€M 
siifficneatly ad vamied iii meai^ to eoBiftftf^ 
liead the- att 61 writing : tlie traditi<MMi 
tiMck ihey recounted to the people^ appear 
to have deseasded ftotti oat genenn^Mffd 
aimtfier by oral testtmony alone/ and in 
file -absence of satisfactory eridence to the 

w 

cbnfiMry> it mayt)e reasonably inferred <hat 
they did not possess any written ehronieles 
of the national afiair^. Tke'bietter opimoh 
84^ms to be that the British isles were^ pleo^ 
filed from the conCment^ an4 ihi^ ac;etirat|y 
of ill is supported by Tacitus, who states 
Ihat the inhabitants bore a manifest like* 
Hess to the Ganis in their language aat) 
religious customs. At thetime oftlie-Ro^ 
man ' invasion, the ' Britons were divid«Sd 
into separate tribes, each, of which was go^ 
vemed by an independent chief; they'Mv^ 
<«a the milk aAd flesh of their^ cattle, were 
iiftran^ers to commerce, and disregarded 
agricijlture. Their^ religion bore' anaJogy 
fo that of the Germans in the worship of 
the planets, the occasional immfdiation of 
htiman victims; and the unfeigned confr 
^dence they placed -in the prognosticati<Mis 
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flliippfi^^.Mpiter.iuid other .hoidHftBidnitMtty 
iMNi profe8|edl4o;l]|€^iQye;ia;il»e transnoogmff 
tjopL of souls. . TlM^rWief^i^ w:^re.«worAi^ 
diigg«S#.;?W^4sy.cW€fly rtiftde iof wid»t^ 

fit9pjt)pn of 'ti^^ir cb«ri(*te,. they: appear t€[ 
hjiyO' beeu ly^aicqit^intad oven witk iJio^ 
rii4w»P»]ts.of m^JMary sci^we. : / r - f 
; ; ^be^ northern, rogions of >ke island: ^m^ra 
^n^tUjr^k^l^it^d: by tJiePictSi so caltod 
froin j^icticdi^ a plunderer, and the^ Sqd(#> 
^?«».S^?Wt^A.^ftnder^r: the trilie^iof 4))b 
ffS^IS^^ 94f?^Piyuig: the Loiy; aod' tho^e <^ 
1|^. 1a^^ , the High, ^ landsn pf Caledonfa< 
Ai^thoi^^ who attempt to traoe die origin c^ 
•tlie BrUc>qs to otb^r soure^ than the GaiKe 
iiiUipn«!«: ass^rtjj that Ibe, ^pts > ware of 

^^nish descent; apd :that. their ;ax|oe8toi» 
having found ^their way jto t^e- coasts ;of 
^elaod, emigrs^t^d in course of time, Ufto 
.the inouotainpns. parts, of Scotland. Of4h0 
Pictp they allege, that they were of Scyth^ii 
jextiiEtctioi),,ai)d pa^^^ by some means a^ 
present upexplajned, from ^he confines i^^ 
Europe, and Asua* into Ireland, and thence 
-iqt^ the sister kingdom : an hypothesis 
raised on the slender foundation of asupM 
posed resemblance between the Picts who 
Adorned their bodies with colours of vapioos) 
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hues, and the AgBthym, a northern natioh 
who indulged in a similar custorn*. Th6 
easier, and perhaps the' more reasonable 
mode of solring ^e difficulty is^ to sug'gesA 
that detached parties of the barbarians by 
whom Gaul was originally occupied^ crossed 
the ocean and hnded on the eastern coadts 
of England : that the descendants of these 
adventurers^ by degrees established them- 
selves in the northern parts of the country^ 
and ultimately overran and peopled Ire- 
land. 

' In regard to the etymology of the nam.^s^ 
Biilam and AUnoUj it is superfluous^ and 
it would be nearly useless, to occupy time 
in the discussion, especially whefi it is con- 
sidered that the learned have discovered no 
less than eighteen derivations for the bne> 
and seven*for the other, all equally specious 
and unjmtisiactory. The popular bp^iliotii 
seems to be that the island received its 
name of Britain from the word Brith, which 
signifies '' painted/' ,(in. allusion to the 
practice of its inhabitants to paint their 
bodies,) or perhaps the colour. which they 
used* ^^ azure blue," and that it was also 
termed Albion, on account of its clifHs, 
from Grecian or Phaeniciati terms, signifying 
^\ white/' 

The several tribes, amongst whom Bri- 
tain was partitioned at the time of the 



242 



R^rnan inyasioD, and Ae situations. wluch 
they respectively occupied, were these-r-The 
Can tii inhabited the county of Kent;, th^ 
Regni, Sussex and Surry; . the Durotrig^^ 
Dorsetshire; the punmoaii, Coro«ra|l and 
Devonshire.; the Belgse, Somersetshire, 
Wiltshire, and Hampshire; the Atrebatfi> 
Berkshire ; the DobmUj Gloucestershire 
and Oxfordshire ; the Cattieuch\ani, Wy-^ 
wickshire, Bedfordshire, and Bu^kip^hi^in* 
shire; the Trinob^Jites, ^ssex, Hertford*? 
shire, arid Middlesex; the Iceqi, Suffolk. 
Norfolk, Huntingdonshire^ aujd Cambjri/ijlge- 
shire : the Coritani, Lincolu^hiif^, Rutland- 
shire, Leicestershire, ,Derby8liire, North- 
amptonshire, and Nottinghamshire ; t|i^ 
Cornavii, Worcestershire. . Staffordshirej 
Cheshire,, and Shropshire; the Br^n^tes^ 
Yorkshire, Durham, Lancashire,, Cimif^r^ 
land, and Westmoreland; thci Ottadiiiij 
Northumberland, and a considerable part 
of Scotland; the Silures, , Herefordshire, 
lladnorshire, Brecknockshire, Monmouth? 
shire, and Glamorganshire; the Ordovices, 
Montgomeryshire, Merionethsliire, Caer- 
narvonshire, Flintshire, and Denbighsl; ire ; 
and the Dimetae, Caermarthensbire, JPeip- 
brokeshire, and Cardiganshire. Wh^i^ ^he 
Romans had annexed Britain to the empire, 
as a province, they subdividqd it into, five 
di^tricts^ the particular boundaries (^^^ 
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descriptions of which it is not requisite to 
notice in detail. 

' During the period of one hundred years B.C. 55. 
after the invasion of the country by Ca^sar^ ^ ^ ^ 
the Britons remained unmolested^ an ev^nt 
which may be attributed to the civil wars^ 
by which the attention of the Romans was 
diverted to other objects^ and also to the 
annual mission of deputies with tribute to 
Rome, in token of submission. 

According to Strabo, the exports from 
Britain to the continent of Europe were, 
copper, tin, lime, com, cattle, hides, dogs, 
p^rrls, and baskets; hides and tin had beeii 
in request with the Phoenicians for a con- 
siderable time as articles of merchandise^ 
tod the baskets were of sufficient value to 
attract the attention of the Roman authors, 
probably on account of some peculiarity in 
their construction. 

In the reign of the emperor Claudius, a. D. 50. 
hostilities commenced between the com- 
mander of the' imperial forces in Britain!^ 
and Caractacus, prince of the Silures, or 
pieople of South Wales, and after a series 
of encounters, which uniformly terminated 
in favour of the Romans, Caractacus was 
compelled to quit the field and flee for 
refuge to Cartismandua, queen of the Bri- 
gantes. The misfortunes of the British 
leader, however, could not procure for him 
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tbe exerci^ of common hospitality : he was 
betrayed by those with whom he nought ^ 
temporary asylum, delivered into the hai|id$ 
pf the enemy, and carried to Rome vfltk^ 
bis family and principal adheresits. Iti 
consequence of the removal of this formid-* 
able chief, the Romans were enabled tp 
prosecute their successes, without material 
opposition on the part of the Britqns, aiid 
the greater portion of the. island submitted 
to their arms. 
A^ D> 59. . ]^\np years afler these events, .]^oi^dicj$«!^ 
queen of the Iceni, was insulted^ and her 
daughters dishonoured by a Roman oificetji 
on which the Britons took up arms jatgainst 
their conquerors^ and in pun^uance of a 
preconcerted plan^ put to death, at the saigas, 
time, seventy thousand Romans, who wei^i^ 
dispersed iu the various citi^ c^' Bi)|t4}H« 
Paulinus, the general then in ^ouoB^M^pif 
the army, hasteiied to ^avenge the massacre 
of his cpuntrymeu, and a. furious little 
ensued between the Iceni, and the.Rom^9t» 
in which the troops of the qu^een ,were de;^ 
feated with immense loss, and she dei^^oyi^ 
herself by means of poi$ou, to escape. (H^ 
hands pf her foe. 

The reduction of Bri^in^ prpcec^e^ 
gradually during.the reigns of the emperor 
piaudiu^ and. Nero, and was finally .^ac*; 
(:^iii[)lishe4 in the tinje of Dpmitiany.bjr 
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, ^^ii^futl6<A|^*d»Ia^ the Roman governor ; he A. D. 88. 
tlien ^ iad vanced into the southern parts of 
S^tiatid, arid separated them from the* 
oftber districts of that country by a wall of 
turf, extending from the Clyde to the Prilh 
of Forth ; he also sailed round Ireland, and 
on his return visited the Orkney Islands, 
and took possession of them on behalf of 
the Romans. ' ^ 

- To awe the Britons arid kieep them in 
subjection^ the Romans built one hundred 
aod fifty military stations, and distributed 
their forces in them. Numbers of persons 
also quitted Italy and preferred to reside 
in England ; the legionary soldiers^ whose 
term of. service had expired, followed tlieir 
example^ and the laws and institutions of 
the Romans by degrees were introduced 
and adopted by the Britons. Their chiefs 
also paid occasional visits to Italy, and oik 
tlieif return brought with fhem the dress 
ttnd'Riannei^s of the imperial i::ourt, which 
in a i»hort spaee of time became prevalent 
throughout the; island. In order to defray 
the. expenses attendant On the mitftary 
o<i«upation of the country, the RomaM 
levied taxes of several desit^riptions : the 
prioeipat of which were an annlial' quit 
t^Qt, cohsisting of^a tenth of the fruitsr or 
produce of the soil, an impost on pasture 
i^iid, known by the name of scriptura, and 
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proportioned, in amount^ to the t|uiiiitity of 
cattle loaiotalned on it, a poU'^tox, and a 
duty on funerals. These impositions are 
said to have produced an annual revenue 
equal to two mUli<His of money, a vast sum 
if regpard be had to its value at that period, 
the uncultivated state of the island in 
general, and the comparatively inconsidier* 
> able number of its inhabitants. In return, 
the Britons weie indebted to the Romans 
for protection against external enemies, for 
the establishment q( schools and academies, 
the erection of magnificent edifices, and 
the introduction of the arts and sciences* 
The Gauls also contributed to the kn* 
provement of the Bri^pns, by mstruc^g 
them in the ^rt of oratory, and th^ Bikah 
pleaders frequently visit^ die neif^boiir- 
ing. continent jto. leceive lessoia in ;elocli» 

A. D. 13K In the^^Qurse of forty years^ lli« wild in- 
liabitants of Scotland increased in strengtii 
and nmnbers to sudb an extent,^ that the 
- Romans , were compelled to rethre before 
tliem, and resign to their merey a oonid^ 
derable part of their possessions in lii^ 
north. It happened that., the emfieMr 
Adrian^ to gratify a laudable euriositjr, or 
to ascertain the state of the country, bad 
at that time undertaken a jowney? into 
S^land> and findmg on his arrival tlie4m* 
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possibiHty of retaining' the governtnent of the . 
extreme districts of Caledonia^ he caused a 
wall of turf to be raised from the Solway 
Frith to the Tyne, in order to limit the 
eneroasehments of the barbarians. 

Several years afterwands^ the emperorA. D. «io, 
JSevems also paid a visit to his British 
territoriesy and as the existing wall^ either 
from decay or the perishable nature of its 
Aiaierials^ had ceased to answer the purpose 
for wUch it was designed^ he erected a ram« 
part of ston« nearly parallel to it^ which he 
fiMiified with towers placed at given dis- 
tances^ so that the troops by whom it was 
defended^ were enabled to communicate 
teadily with each other in case of sudden 
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In the reiga- of Dioclesian^ the exercise 
of die imperial authonty was suispended 
for a time by the revolt of Caraiisius^ a 
M^iiapiaii officer in die Itomati si^rvice^ 
Whe had been inlrusted with the command 
0it the eiastem coast of Britain^ and com- A. D. m 
ftHS8i6ned ' to protect it from the ritvages 
of (he piraliear Saxons. The Menapistn 
iemptedhy the alluring prospect oftegaf 
jtowerj and unmindiiit of his Vow of al- 
lisgtanee^- took sidvantage of the Oppor- 
tunity which chaiiee had placed within bis 
i^eaiehy atid boldly proclaimed himsielf head ' 
ctf-an independent kipgdom.v His eareer/ 
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howjever^ was iaterrqpted by one aC. bi». 
generals, named Allectus, who caused him 
to be assassinated, and the govenimeiut 
which he had established in Kent and tlK^ 
Isle of Thanet, passed into the hands of hiis ^ 
murderer, with whom it remained foe the 
space of three years. At the expir^tjoa ,Qif; 
that period, Constantius was nominated l^y 
Dioclesian to. the command of the army ia 
Britain, and this general, lauding on th» 
shores of the revolted districts with a body 
of chosev troops» attacked and defeated 4he 

A. D. S99.usurper, directed him to be put toi.deftllu 
and restored the province to the empire.: 
When Christianity had been ei|ibi»c«dl 

A. p. 306. by Constantino the Greats and itsteaet^ 
disseminated throughout the states of tbe: 
empire, the light of the gos^^el (lenetrated 
into Britain^ and the English clergy^ pt^ ■. 
trotiised and pirotepled . bgr the Renpanaj 
assumed a degree of importance : till tliwt 
unknown in the national . histovy. Tb^i^ 
were twenty-eight bishops in the.idAU^^i 
an amouqt correspQndiog with thf . nwnblHr 
of its priucipi|,l cities; . iheii; power/ uWiMk) 
extended ^nd upheld by the dftily addtitio«r i 
of new converts ; their r^ght: to iptprfi^ripi^i^ i 
the ecclesiastical affair^ of the . coi^tiiie^lk- 
was universally admitted ; and at th^t eayrlyic 

A.D. 314. period, the commeacement of the fouj^sj 
century* they, sent represefi^tiv^ps tQi,/:hpi 



i 



34» 

cmmci^ wbieh nwit at Aries, to discuss ttie 
do^riifes recently promulgated by Arius 
aiii J)oiiiittts. 

^kere were also three archbishops, of 
York^ Wales^ and London, to whom the 
bmhop^^^i"^ subordinate in the same man- 
n0r. as at tlie present day, and the necessity 
of an additional primate to superintend the 
Cambrian diocese, may be corijectured from 
the circumstance'thatthe remote monastery 
of Braigor, and the reKgioos bouses at- A. D. 351. 
tached.tQ it^ alomevcoiitaiiied^he apparently 
iitCMdible number of two thons^nd monks, 

: Subsequently lo'tfae defeat of Allectus, a. D. X4. 
the' Romans refnained in the undisturbed. 
pWnMBtton of tfa^ir British dominions, for 
many year^^ with the exception of occasional 
deaosiit^ by the Sasons on .the maritime 
c^ttuti^ bat^the marauders w^re imme* . 
diiabetyt^ta(dted,«ild destroyed by Theodb^ 
siiis^. the Rqhwh genenll, to whose d)i#^e'' 
thtt.particiila-r 4uty had been intrusted by • 
his/'ieo'ttrt*-.v- *.■.— - • '' ; , 

JSonnards 4b^ cdticliistrtn' of the (burtb ii. D. 3su 
cattlliry; vMtttdtiiiuB,* the H6man' ^o Veliiior iu ''^' 
Britaio> 'lofiiried a native woman eif high; 
raeds> and hanng proclaimed himself e^m^.r 
pitaor <if "Ae west; fitted out a lar^e squa- ' 
dioii' ^aad landed * in 6aul> ^ attended byf 
mbllitildea of ihe'Britoiis. His enter^ise, < 
hbweiTM', ^though- siicctesful at the outset/: 
terminated in defeat: after obtaining the 
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promise of support from tke people ofC^ly 
he attempted to mareh jnto Italy and foro^ 
bis way to Rome^ but was int^i^eepted; tuiA 

A. D. 387. slain by Theodosius, emperor in tbe east, 
aud (he Britons^ who escaped the sword* 
of tbe imperial army, retreated into that 
part of Armorica, an extensive district * on] 
the western coast of France, which is kaown 
by the name of Bretague. 

A. D. 491. In the reign of Yalentiaian tbe tUfd, 
. . the declining state of the empire compelled 
tbe Romans to withdraw their milttfury 
force from Britain, and the prii«ctpal part. 
..of the foreign settlers, anticipating die 
scenes of confusion which threatened to suc* 
ceed the departure of the troops, resigtked^ 
their possessions and embarked for the 
continent with their fiunilies apd effiBCts. 
Nor were their apprdiensions destitute ^'^ 
foundation ; no sooner had the HMnans^ 
quitted the island, than the ^Pi^^ and Scotfii 
who had been restrained for a consid^raU^ 
period by the arm of superior power akme, 
rushed with the fury of a toctent on the 
fairest districts of the island, and thecakU' 
mities of the miserable inhabitants were 
heightened by ccmtentions betwisen Abe- 
native- princes* Even Jiad the Briti^diM^hiafti 
been true to their own interests,, and /rnada^ 
common cause, against the barbarians,, it 
i^ extremely doubtful if their efforts would 
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bftte been ftttended Mith success : after thei 
Wtire redttction oi th^r countr]^ by tbe 
ftomanSy the peofie, with the exception of 
a oomparstidviely smail number who took 
l^g^ iu Scotland, gradoaily became reconr- 
<^iled to the loss of their liberty, and at 
iMgth wiDingly aceq[)ted, in exchange for 
H, the luxuries introduced by their con- 
querors. 

Enervated by sensuality, unaecustomed 
to war, and depressed by servitude, ther 
degenerate Britons were unable to with-" 
stand the assaults of the rude inhabitants' 
of the north, and they had the mortification* 
to perceive^ in the ranks of their invaders^ 
midtitudes of the descendants of their coun- 
trymen, who, during the progress of the 
Roman arms, had pri^eired a life of danger 
and freedom to a > state of security and 
Ibondage, and were then returning: to seize 
the reward of their voluntary privations, afi 
tiie expose of their less fortunate brethren ; 

At length, Vortigem, ehi^f of the Sftutes, a. D. 449. 
and the most eminent among the British 
princes, was unanimously chosen leader of 
the nation, and the conduct c^ the war* 
intrusted to his entire direction. For a* 
ti{)[ie, he succeeded in repelling the attaeki^ 
iat the enemy, but bis resources became^ 
exhausted) and ih the absence of every^ 
lilhw prospect of support he resolved ow 
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the ^ngeix:^^,^ expedient ■of.sol^ 
aid of the Sax0n94 That powerfal natiiM/ 
although its oomerow tribes passed iiiide^ 
the general denomination of Saxons^ con<^' 
sisted of three distinct branches^ the Jntesr^ 
Angles^ and Saxons^ properly so called^ and 
the derivation of these names has given 
rise to much .controversy amongst the 
learned. 

Some authors imagine that the Jutes 
were descendants, of the Getas^ a tribe of 
Ooths resident on the borders of the Bku^k' 
Sea» and that they emigrated from the east- 
em extremity of the Danube to that part of 
Denmark which is indebted to them for the 
name of Jutland. Others consnder this ac-^ 
count fabulous; and without assigning any^ 
particular part of the globe as their origituiL 
residence^ are contented to assert that: they: 
w^Fe of German extraction and. derived 
Uieir title from Geta^ the chief under whose 
command they were, at the. time when they 
b^;an to occupy the peninsula. 

The Saxpns> properly so caUed|,are s|iid^ 
to^ have been originally inhabitants of tjhe 
province of Armenia^ in Asia, a conjai^ure 
6^unded on the circumstance that t|be Saeie 
mrere a nation in the vicinity of that cpiiii<^ 
try, and that Sacaspne^, or Sajnones, signified 
ehil4cen of the Saqas ; their name^ howeyefi 
1^ ;more probably ^ taken from a wor4 ia 
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thek own language^ which is, used to Ae^ 
note a abort sword/ a weapon peculiar to 
their natiodj and .preserved to this day ii| 
the; arms* of Saxony^ whidii contain ;two 
swords of this description crossed. The 
ODU^ctive body of the Saxon nation was 
QOinparati^ely insignificant; their tribes 
ijQt^abited .the small duchies of Sleswick aqd 
Holstein, and obtained a precarious sub* 
siste we by ranging the - seas and plunder- 
ing the coasts. of Gaul and B^ritain. It is 
iqriROSsible^ howe^er^ that these asurrow 
dcjinains could; havo produced the myriads 
known. by:the.niin[ie of Saxoujs^. who at thiU 
p.^dod of nautical ignorance; . perished id 
the dange^oiis and uncertain nidi:yigation of 
the German oceaOi -or joined the barbarians 
of the qorth in th^ir iiicurarions iiiio Italy, 
or.kepttlje QOf^tsof Prance aud Holland 
i|i:a state of; p^rp^tnaL alarm by their dc^ 
predation^, f^nd it is jtberefore obvious that 
their fleets were manned and thetr acmks 
reinforced by ya^t uiimbei^i- of the Suevij 
wl^9 eoiigirated fronj the forests > of .sGer- 
u>any^ floated to the mouth of the :£lbe oa 
rafts or in trees h^HoWed by the. aetion of, 
%ejr joined the Saxons in theiit excursions; 
ai^. assumed their uame.M r a 

.: The AngJ^s are i^tated by i^me authcH'Sk 
i^ob^tvc, derived, tbejr title frpm Engoj son 
of Wpden or Qdinus^ (a, ctiJ.l.ebrated; priest 
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snd wiiniiMr in the norths whose ^eridence 
was in Sweden or Denmark^ and whoie 
persMi was ddfied after hid decease^) M 
from his posterity^ who were termisA 
Inglings; whilst others assert with eifiiitf 
confidence^ that they reoeiTed thdr appd^ 
lation from Angulns^ a comer of tand^ ia 
reference to their local position^ which was 
between Hamburg and the gntf of Lubec. 

With the view to render the mam history 
of these several nations more intelligible, 
it is necetnary to refer to the early accoinits 
of Denmarii^ or^ as it was then termed by 
the Romans^ who boast the merit of being 
its first discoverers^ Chereonesus Cimbrica.' 
It was inhabited by the Cimbri^ a rude and 
ferocious race, intrepid in battle, and mer- 
ciless in victcNTy^ according to an old 
writer^ their wommi followed them in tinie 
of war bare*footed^ dad in white garments 
and girt with brasen beits^ and when pri- 
soners were taken, they cut their throats 
over a caldron^ and according to the mode 
in which the blood dtstiUed^ prophesied 
victory or defeat 

When the shores of the Baltic were replete 
with inhabitants^ the redundant population 
was compelled to seek new abodes, and 
multitudes of the Cimbri, fotlowing the 
courte of the navigable rivers, penetrated 
into the heart of Germany^ established 
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themseives in Upper Saxony, and becam<^ 
lodown. by the general appeUatioii of Sueviw 
From tbence> as from a common centre, 
proceeded tthe numerous tribes vrfaioh aided 
/and remforced the Saxons in their maritime 
expeditions, crossed the Rhine and impeded 
the victorious career of Caesar in Ganl, de^ 
scenc}ed towards the south and ravaged 
Italy in conjunction with the Lombards, of 
.£ciUowing the course of the Rhine, brok^ 
down the barriers of the Pyrenees and 
founded an independ^it kingdom in- Spain. 
With persons, who deny ihe scriptures 
to be an authentic record of the events de* 
tailed in Ifaem,^ it is in ^n to argue, but 
those who acknowlcklgethorr veracity, will 
find in the book of Genesis, an easy sdlu* 
iion of tfa^ diffibulties getieraliy fett in de- 
ducing the origin of ^European natiofts: 
It is stated by the Jewish legislator, that 
after the deluge, the ark in which Noah and 
his family were contained, settled on the 
-mountains of Armenia, the sons of- the 
patriarch selected different portions of the 
earth for their residence, and the desceiuU 
ants, of Japhet. occupied the isles of the 
Gentiles, by which are intended the. Buror 
fiean shores of tlie .Mediterranean, and pror 
bably the borders of the Black Sea. The 
posterity of the primeval inhabitants . of 
"lilurope gradually diverged, in course of 
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tinie, (owtf(lj» the riorthefii aifd westenl 
re^ns of that continent^ and Bltitnittt^ 
pecked Britain and the adjacent /islantftif. 
It may be mentioned also, in aid of ihi$ 
HVtggwtion, that a racie of men has HmA 
dkcovered receiifly on the coast of Anierk^; 
Mrhose language bears marked affinity id 
the Wdsh dialect^ and affords strong pre*^ 
sumptioh that their ancestors were emt- 
gi^nts from the shores^ of Gaol or Britain. 
If^ therefore; this hypothesis be tru6^ it re^ 
conciles the discrepance of opinion between 
these who admit and those who deny^ that 
Asia and the south eastern extremity of 
Europe were the birth-places of' the an^ 
cestors of every nation in this quarter of 
thfc globe. 

But to return from this digression to tlt6 
more immediate object of these pajB^es ; the 
A. D. 449. Saxons readily accepted the invitation of 
Voftigem^ landed in great, force under the 
command of H^ngist and- Horsa^ sofASr i^ 
Wodea or Odinus^ iand^nciftm]^ fe tfeej 
Isle of Than^t. In order to conciliate tfare^ 
affectioiis of his new auxiliarietf atid ensure 
their pernjianent assistance^ Vqrfigeirh o^ 
fered his hand to Rhonice ;or RowenajJ 
daughter of Hengist^ and placed her on thid; 
throne of Britain. But this measure^ how^ 
ever prudent/ was not suflBdent to; control 
the rapacity of the Saxons : in a shortspa^e 



of tim^ they quitted the pursuit of the Picfs 
^d . Soots^ ' Mrhom^t on their first landiog, 
ih^y had defeated and driven back into the 
liprtb^ turned their arms against the as- 
tonished Britons^ and seized^ at pleasure^ 
the choicest of their possessions. The 
arbitrary conduct of the barbarians naturally 
provoked resistance, war broke out between 
the' contending parties, and a series of 
bloody conflicts ensued, which concluded 
with the deposition of Vortigern and the 
deatli of Horsa, his chief opponent, who 
feu in battle. Numbers of the Britons fled 
to the coast of Bretagne to escape the sword 
of the enemy, others took refuge in Wales^ 
and in the space of one hundred and seventy 
y earls the whole of England became subject 
to the Saxons. 

V The conquest of the country, however, 
was not achieved without considerable loss 
6n the part of the invaders; many of the 
British chiefe fought gallantly in defence of 
Dim liberties, vnd amongst others Arthur . 
Prinze- of the Siluresj or people of South 
Wales, encountered the enemy with suc-A.D. 4fi0. 
o^ io twelve bloody battles, and ef-- 
fectually checked their progress on the 
(jrontiers of his dominions. Tradition, in- 
de^, has magnified his exploits beyond 
the bounds of reason, assigned to him « 
chosen set of companions in armsj known 
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by tii^ title of Knights of the Rouiyl T^^ 
and attributed his victories to the inmiiie'- 
diate assistauce of the celebrated enchanter^ 
Merlin. 

Vortigern lias been severely censured for 
placing confidence in the Saxon chiefs and 
exposing his dominions to the ravages of 
their lawless followers^ but bis conduct is 
not without parallel either in earlier or 
later times. Anterior to this period^ the 
ranks of the imperial armiea ii?ere filled 
with Vandals^ Goths^ and Lombards; in 
the middle ages^ the German meroe^i^ 
became licensed traffickers io. human lif^ 
and sold their services to the highest bid^er^ 
and in modern times, the inhabitai)ts o^ 
Switzerland have not (^n$idere4 their re-^ 
putation tarnished by accepting, thie , pay of 
France. 

When the Saxons had completed th^fT 
conquest, they divided that part of tbe> 
island now known by the naaae of Gngjlandj 
A. D. 456. into seven kingdoms, entitled the Hep-t 
tarchy ; these were governed by a, si]afiil9r> 
number of independent princes, and .w^ct^ 
distinguished by the names q^ M^rcif^: 
Northumberland^ Wessex, Su3&ex, Keot» 
Essex, and East Anglia« On account of; 
the dearth of historical materials, it JS) 
impossible, to detail the pul^lic trau$ac*> 
tious of the several states, and, \\\ fact, little. 
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more is known than the names of the par. 
ticular counties, comprehended within their 
limits. 

Mercia^ the principal kingdom of the 
Heptarchy^ consisted of Huntingdonshire, 
Rutlandshire^ Lincolnshire, Northampton- 
shire, Leicestershire, Derbyshire, Notting- 
hamshire, Oxfordshire, Cheshire, Salop, 
Gloucestershire, part of Herefordshire, 
Worcestershire, Staffordshire, Warwick- 
shire, Buckinghamshire, and Bedfordshire. 
It^ capital was Leicester, and its new settlers 
pif^ipally Angles. 

Northumberland was also occupied by 
the Angles, and comprised two divisions, 
Berntcia and Deira, and these collectively 
contained YorksTiire, Lancashire, Cumber- 
land^ Westmorland, Durham, Northumber- 
land, and part of Scotland, as far as Edin- 
burgh. Its capitals were Bamburg and; 
Edinburgh. 

Kent, the third in number, was occupied 
by tiie Jutes, and it^ capital was Canter* 
bury. 

The kingdom of the South Saxons con- 
tained the counties of Sussex and Surry, 
and its capital was Chichester : that of the 
West Saxons, Cornwall, Devonshire, Dor- 
setshire, Somersetshire, Wiltshire, Perk- 
shire, and Harits, and its capital was Win- 
chester; and that of' the East Saxons, 
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Essex^ Middlesex^ and part of Hertford- 
shire^ and its capital i/vas London. 

East Anglia comprehended Norfolk^ 
^ufiblk^ Cambridge^ and the Isle of Ely^ 
and its capital was Dunwich. 

it is (he general opinion that the Saxons 
extirpated the race of ancient Britons^ 
with the exception of those who fled into 
Britany , or took shelter in the mountaiiis 
of Wales> but there is sufficient reason to 
doubt the truth of the assertion. 

It is well known to have been the usage 
of the northern nations^ on the acquisition . 
of territory by conquest, to assign a small 
portion of it to the original inhabitants, 
and compel theni to cultivate the re^, as 
slaves, for the benefit of the new propriettir. 
Ainongst' the numerous hordes of barba- 
rians, by whom the empire of the west wims 
inundated in the reign of Arcadius. and 
Honorius, were multitudes of Saxons, and 
%A the Roman writers of the day, who were 
sufiiciently inveterate against the oppressors 
of their country, do not charge them with 
any deviation from the ordinary rules of 
German polity, the inference is that they 
pursued the same line of conduct as their 
companions in arms. Unless, therefore, a 
satisfactory reason can be assigned for the 
adoption by the Saxons pf a coiptrary 
systenij it is but fair to suppose that they 
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aieted p«t tb^ general principles in vogae 
vfith the barbaraus nations, and merely 
reduced the Britons^ with the exception bif 
those who fled or fell in battle, to a state of 
vassalage or slavery. 

This opinion receives additional support 
from two circumstances ; that the English 
language is a compound of the British, 
Latin, and Saxon tongues, which would 
not be the case if the Britons had been 
annihilated, Yor in that event their language 
would have become obsolete; in the next 
place, the lands occupied by the Saxons 
after the conquest of Britain, were culti- 
vated by a class of persons termed Villeins, 
who were unquestionably the original inha- 
bitatrts reduced to the condition of slaves. 

In reference to this subject, it appears 
that in the time of the Saxons, estates weref 
c^two kinds, allodial and feudal : the for- 
mer descended to the heit in the male' line? 
unincumbered by any restriction, but thb 
latter were held at the will of the lord, on 
such ternw of military or other service as 
he tliought fit to impose. There was tioi 
any distinction, in principle, between the 
king and his chiefs as to the tenure of landi 
for he shared with them the territory ac- 
quired by the laws of war, except only that 
he received a larger portion in considera- 
tion of his superior rank. The districts 
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allotted to tbe sov^eig^ were wually grantr* 
ed by him to his kiasmea or favourites, p|i 
military tenure^ and these diiefs^ in tumj 
sub-divided their allodial, or independent 
possessions^ and the feudal prc^rty^ vbieti 
they held under the king; ampngst t^ieir 
dependants^ on similar conditions! 

There were two descriptiofis of persons 
employed in the tillage of the soil; ikt 
FUUins, who were bot^dsmeU;, and laboured 
for the exclusive benefit of their supeiJM; 
and the Fassals, who were freemen. and« 
being in geneml attached to their lord by 
the ties of consanguinity^ were permitte4 
to occupy small parcels of hi^ estates m4 
enjoy the produce during his pleasure. 

In later times^ when the people becaiiia 
sensible of the advantages of commeivei 
and engaged in the mutuid exchange -of 
the necessaries or luxuries of life^ the loni 
permitted his dependants to hold f^irs and 
markets^ guarded them from hostile attack 
when they met for the purpose of bartering 
or selling their goods, afforded tb^m the. 
use of warehouses^ weights^ and measure^;, 
and levied tolls and duties on thenij us the 
price of lus indulg(ence and protection. 

The principal instances in which the 
islanders had occasion to deplore the invfif 
sion of the Saxons^ were the destriictioo of 
Christian worship and the introduction oi 
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idolatry. Tbe new settlers dedicnted the 
religknis edifices of the Britons to the 
servicte of Thor and Woden, and the ut« 
most favour granted to the natives, was 
permission to oflfer up their prayers under 
the same roof with their heathen conquerors. 
As a difference of opinion exists as to the 
characters and attributes of the &vourite dei- 
ties of the Saxons, it may be as well to state 
that Woden or Odin, as he is generally 
entitled, was the leader of the Saxons at 
the pei*iod of their original establishment in 
the north, and his residence is supposed to 
have bfeen in Sweden or Denmark. To the 
b^ery of the warrior, he added the sanc- 
tity of t!ie priest, persuaded his followers 
that he was gifted with the knowledge of 
future events, and after his decease was 
worshipped by his countrymen, under the 
fictitious title of God of War. On the death 
of Woden^ Thor, his son, assumed the 
command of the nation, and when he had 
paid the debt of nature, was also deified by 
bis illiterate followers, who, to perpetuate 
the memory of their favourite heroes, as- 
signed their names to the fourth and fifth 
days of the week, Woden's day and Thor's 
^ay. Some writers, indeed, insist that 
Woden and Odin are distinct persons, and 
others assert tbat bv Thor and Woden, the 
Saxons intended to represent Jupiter aiid 



264 r 

Mereury^ but these conjiectufes are not 
founded on any satisfactory ai|tfaiQrity» 

The light of Christianity thusi ej;:tiar 
guished^ the people of Britain remained; in 
a slate of meqtal darkness till the end of the 

A. D. 580. sixth century^ when Ethelbert^ kuigof Keat^ 
having espoused Bertha, daughter of Cluri*- 
bertf king of the Franks, was persuaded by 
her to abjure the errors of paganism^ 
and acknowledge the tr^thof the gosp^ 
dispensation. To aid her pious end^Lvours> 
Gregory^ the Ronnan Pontiff, despatched 
Augustin, an . ecclesiastic^ distinguished 
ecj^ually by the finnness of his character 
and the sanctity of his life^ on a mission to 
the court of the Saxon king, with directions 
to confirm the hopes of the royal convert, 
and exhort his subjects to imitate his es;-* 

A. D. 697. ample. Augustin accordingly landed. on, 
the coast of Kent, and commenced :the 
duties of his office under the patronage o^ 
Ethelbert; his eloquence delighted and 
astonished his heathen auditors : they lis* 
tened with alternate emotions of hope and 
fear to his explanation of the glorious 
scheme of redemption, and his animated 
descn{)tiou of the rewards and punishments 
of a future state, and in the. space of a few 
years, the preacher had the satisfaction to. 
witness the successful completion of his 
task in the admission of the orthodox faith 
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into ihfi fleyeml kingdoms of the. Heptacehy. 
Wlien Chmtiaoity was permanenUy es.ta* 
blidied > in Britain^ the differc^nt orders, of 
clergy^ which had perished in the general 
wjreck occasioned by the inundation of the 
Saxons, were revived^ with a few alteration^ 
adapted to the times. August in was Faise4 
to the dignity of Archbishop^ and selected 
for his residence Canterbury^ the scene of 
hi$ first labours in the cause of the churchy 
and the primacy^ which had. been attached 
to the see of London until the.destruc? 
tion of episcqpacy by the Saxpns^ was re- 
moved to. the new diocese. The rank. of 
archbishop was also restored to the posr 
sessor of the see of York, who was^ however, 
declared inferior in rank to the PrimM^ 
and subject to his control^ but the arch? 
bishopric of Wales was irrevocably lost by 
the separation of that country from Epg* 
land. , 

The mode of discussing the affairs of the 
state was nearly the same with the Saxons 
as the Franks, a coincidence the le^s re- 
markable, because each nation was of Ger-; 
man extraction, and consequently inclined 
to adopt similar habits and forms of go-; 
vemment. Previously to the execution of 
any political measure, the propriety of it 
was debated and decided in a general coun- 
cil of the nation, termed the Wittenagemote, 
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<a mm^ derived from t»i*fe, a man ^f Wfovrt^ * 
tir^ ac(!«Hdnkg to otheis, of mkdonjt,yi^A6tik 
Hftsetnbled twice in theyeAr; in llie isf^inh^ 
ttfter tbe^ seed was so^m^ and in thekutnMnr' 
before the harvest began; the fortner^ 
these meetings was held for the piirfiose of 
arraiiscing the hostile expeditionsr intended 
to be undertaken during the ensuing sum^ 
mer, and the latter for the division ^f the 
spoil. But as England, tm account of itt 
insulated situation, was less exposed to the 
horrors of War and the alhiretncnt's of pfU 
lage than the continental stately, which 
were perpetually at Variance with eacH 
other, these particular Beasons were ih 
course of time, disregarded, and when th^ 
whole country fell under the dominion of 
au individual, the king convened the na- 
tional assembly at the three principal fes- 
tivals, Easter, Whitsuntide, and Christmas; 
He had also a discretionary power to caS 
extraordinary meetings, when any particular 
eveiit arose which required the collec,tive 
votes of the people, and the necessary exer- 
cise of this prerogative during the civii 
war9, by which the country was distracted 
in the reigns of the Norman "succ*essblis 6T 
William, the Conqnei'or, occasioned thci 
regtriar times of meeting to fall into disuse; ' 
and, at length, the Wittenagemote assein- 



Ul 



S^o 



b}»i, H^ ParlMuneat at preaeni, only on tiit 
sifiBMioQs <>f the king. 

^ . ifir^ifk %he MmMgmsifmt o£jB»iliiary move^' 

m^entB find the dkiMbutiQii of jdunder, the 

pofwers ^^e Wittentigeinpte ware extended 

gradu^iHy io the declaration . of bofiUlities^ 

tt^ levy of ta^s, the regulation of tbe 

coinage^ the compilation of laws^ and the 

dedfiion of legal questions roferred from 

tl)9 inferior tribunals^ and in the year T5&» 

a rpniiur^ble imtaace of its authority ia 

adducctd in the expulsioa of Sigebert^ king 

of the West Saxons, fndm his dominions, 

agd the election of another chief in his 

stead. This great assembly was composed 

orjgiaally.of the general mass of the peoplei 

but in propMtion to the. progress of civiliz- 

ation, the Saxons mnounced their savage 

iqodes of li^e^ becaofie attached to agricuU 

tural pursuits, and united in formiHg vil-* 

lages aiMl towns tor the better protection 

of the community, in the event of domestic 

oppressiqu or foreign attack. By degrees 

the fo<|gu^, danger, and expense of adis^ 

tant journey deferred many persons from 

joining in the deliberations c^ the Witten-* 

agemote at the usual seasmis, and in <!ourse 

of time the principal, if not the only, at-^. 

tend^ts.on it were the great lords, whose 

strength und . afflueuce enabled them to 

surmaunt the obstacles which occasioned the 
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absence 06 their inferiors* Heoee-th^ ciase 
of the national assembly being attead>9(i 
cmlgr l>y faishofM, abbote^.ithivfei leoM^rii^ 
QP] eid^men^ (fronfi whence the modentt 
title of aldermen), and nobles, altiiough it 
professed to be, in fact and in principle/ a 
general assemblage of all ranks and classes 
in ithie nation^ * 

in later times^ the nobility even/ wb^ 
y ere of ;9ecottdary rank, declined to attetnii 
either:onaccountof their inability to defray 
the .expenses of these frequent journies^ of- 
the evident inutility of their opposition: 
to any measures which they disapproved.' 
Th^ it was /that the power of the great 
military chiefs became paramount to that' 
of the sovereign ; they concerted theirf plfti<» 
in secret^ proposed them in the national 
conventiiHi, and carried them into executioii. 
ind^iianejeofthe king. 

Npi* was it easy in those days to -find a 
remedy which could effectually obviate' tbb 
iiK^r^asing evil : according to the esla- 
blished institutions of the country, tbeporf) 
11 tic^l measures of the sovereign wereUablet 
to discussion and revision* in the council orf^ 
the nation, and his want of power to ^ri^ 
thi^m into effect without the^concurnenoeaiiii^ 
suppqirt of the nobles> compelled, him reluel^ 
aptly to assemble the Wittenagemote^iH^f 
tifnes of public emergency. In the last of 
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its revolutions may be di^oovered a ipadLed 
analog between that body and the national 
assembly^ by whidi it was : succeeded, and 
which becanae known by the title '' Far- 
Bament/' a name derived from the Nor- 
mandy whose language was adopted formerly 
injudicial proceedings. There is, however, 
this important distinction to be observed ; 
in tkie early ages the monarch was despotic, 
but at present his plans are controlled by 
the equal voices of the nobility and the 
people: in the middle ages, the people 
were not represented, and the king was 
kept in awe by a powerful and imperious 
aristocracy, but now the influence of the 
nobles in the scale of government is coun- 
terbalanced by the sovereign and the peo- 
ple: in the present age of improvement, 
the ascendancy probably would be entirely 
in favour of the people, were it not for 
the discretionary power vested in the King 
and Lords to dissent from the proceedings 
of the Commons. 

As to the kings'of the Heptarchy, it is 
impossible, at this distance of time, and iii 
the absence of all authentic information on 
the subject, to trace Iheir private history or 
develope their political transactions ; it is 
known only that they were generally en- 
gaged in mutual contests for power, or 
in repelling the occasional attacks of the 



DmeB, by whom the countrjr vms mJbse- 
quently occupied, and that^ after the lapse 
of two hundred years, computed from its 
fimtl reduction (A.D. OSO), the^vemment 
A. D. ««o, 0f iiie cevcml kingdoms of the Heptarchy 
became vested, by cession or conquest^ in 
Egbert^ the Saxon. 
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